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Service Times
Sunday
Bible Class: 9:30 A.M.
Worship: 10:30 A.M. & 5 P.M.
Wednesday
Bible Study: 7 P.M.
Preacher:
Russ Earl
AM Sermon:
Road to Calvary – Lesson 5
“Trial of the King”
(Mt 26:57-59)
PM Sermon:
Drawing the Line (Rom 16:17)
Sunday AM Bible Class:
The book of Judges – D. Jackson
Wednesday Bible Class:
Fellowship - Swearingen
In SEARCH of the Lord’s Way
Tulsa KWHB TV 47
Sunday mornings at 7:30am
The Gospel Playlist Radio
Network
Our internet radio network will go
live in January of 2015.
Visit www.gospelplaylist.org for
more info.

Off Key
Brett Petrillo
Before becoming a famous landscape photographer, Ansel Adams displayed real
talent on the piano. At an esteemed party, Adams began playing Chopin's F
Major Nocturne. Unfortunately, he just couldn't seem to get himself on key. He
said, "In some strange way my right had started off in F-sharp major while my
left had behaved well in F-major. I could not bring them together. I went through
the entire nocturne with the hands separated by a half-step." The next day a guest
at the party wrote a review of Adams' performance: "You never missed a wrong
note!"
Very little separates a harmonious and melodic song from a clashing and
torturous tune. One out of place finger can taint a musical masterpiece. So many
parts must be in unity for a song to flow and be heard in the beautiful way it was
intended.
Much like with music, religious unity and harmony is difficult. This was a
problem for the early church and continues to be so today (1 Corinthians 1). In
almost ad nauseam fashion, many religious bodies call out for unity. Former
Israel President Shimon Peres recently proposed a "United Nations of All
Religions" (Jerusalem Post). One popular bumper sticker calls on religions to
"Coexist." Blogs, articles, and conversations across the globe so often center on
this very thought. People want to be unified. This is all great, but how exactly can
we do this?
Typically the proposed answer is for all religions to throw out the rules and
centralize under the "love" banner. This looks wonderful on the surface, but it
lacks depth, logic, and biblical support. So what's the solution? How can religions
be united? God answer is this: "Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you,
but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment" (1
Corinthians 1:10).
But wait, how can we "agree" and have "no divisions" and have the "same mind
and judgment"? This seems impossible with so much religious confusion. The
key is not to agree and be unified under my mind, your mind, or anyone else's
mind. The key is to be unified under God's mind!
It does no good for all religions to be united if it means we all end up violating
9must unite under God’s rules, God's commands, God's ordinances, and God's
love (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3). Anything other than this divides us from
the Lord (Matthew 7:15-23). If this means changes need to take place, then may
we have the courage to put our religious pride and convictions aside to be united
with the Lord.

Religious harmony is possible. Religious harmony would be beautiful. But religious harmony is only possible under
God's terms, God's commands. Anything else is off key (Galatians 1:6-9).

