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Angels

G.W. Childs

Lately, there has been an increased interest in angels. Therefore, a larger than usual
number of books on the subject appears in bookstores, and articles are being written in
papers and major magazines like 7ime. Many people are making outlandish claims about
their supposed encounter with angels. As with any religious matter, people must ask “What
does the Bible say about this subject?” What does the word “angel” mean? Does everyone
have a guardian angel? What function or role did angels have in the Old and New
Testaments? We will attempt to answer these questions from Scriptures.

The word “angel” means a “messenger” or an “ambassador’ in human affairs in both the
Old and New Testaments. In the Old Testament, angels are usually pictured as friendly and
helpful messengers from God. Abraham was informed by an angel that Sarah, his wife,
would have a son (Genesis 18:1-10), and an angel warned Lot to escape from Sodom before
God destroyed the city (Genesis 19:1, 12-13). Angels were also used by God to smite Israel’s
enemies (2 Kings 19:35), help his prophet, Elijah (1 Kings 19:7), resist the greedy prophet,
Balaam (Numbers 22:22), protect Israel at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:19), and to guide Israel
in the right way as they journeyed toward Canaan (Exodus 23:20). The law of Moses was
given at Mount Sinai by the aid of angels (Acts 7:53; Galatians 3:19; Hebrews 2:2).

In the New Testament, human messengers are called angels in the original Greek
language on three different occasions, but in each case “messenger” is the word we have in

our English Bibles. The scouts Joshua sent to spy out Jericho (James 2:25), the men John the
Baptist sent to Jesus (Luke 7:24), and the men Jesus sent ahead to Samaria (Luke 9:52) are
the three examples. Otherwise, angels are messengers of God sent to aid his children, as was
generally the case in the Old Testament (Hebrews 1:14).

An angel explained to Joseph the miraculous nature of the conception of Jesus and urged
him to continue with his plans to take Mary as his wife (Matthew 1:20). It was also an angel
who announced to the shepherds the good news of the birth of Jesus Christ (Luke 2:9-15),
and warned Joseph to flee to Egypt with baby Jesus to escape the wrath of King Herod who
wanted to destroy Jesus (Matthew 2:13). Zacharias was informed by an angel about the birth
of his son, John the Baptist (Luke 1:11-13).

Angels were especially active in ministering to Jesus and his workers as the gospel was
being preached. After Jesus successfully withstood the temptations of Satan, “angels came
and ministered unto him” (Matthew 4:11). God used angels to deliver Peter safely from
prison when Herod had plans to kill him (Acts 12:6-11). And the soul of Lazarus was taken
to Abraham’s bosom by angels (Luke 16:22).

On one occasion, a preacher was told by an angel where to go to find a man interested
in hearing the gospel. Philip was instructed by that angel to go to Gaza where he would find
the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:26-27). On the other hand, Cornelius was told by an angel to
send for Peter who would preach the gospel to him and his family (Acts 10:1-7). It is
interesting to note that in neither case did the angel preach nor teach to the lost people. That
work is never done by angels. It is reserved for preachers or teachers (2 Corinthians 4:7). On
a storm-tossed voyage to Rome, God used an angel to inform Paul their ship would be
destroyed, but all the crew would be preserved safely (Acts 27:23ff).

Jesus, the Son of God, is always portrayed as being greater than angels. He is also “much
better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they”
(Hebrews 1:4). Jesus never served angels, but the opposite was true — they served Him. The
fact that angels are not to be worshiped also shows they are inferior to Jesus. Angels of God
were to worship Jesus (Hebrews 1:6). Revelation, the final book of the New Testament, was
made known to John by an angel (Revelation 1:1), but when John wanted to worship the
angel, he was forbidden. The angel said: “See thou do it not...worship God” (Revelation
22:8-9).

Sometimes angels appeared in shining or white garments (Luke 24:4; Acts 1:10). At
times angels looked so much like common people that they were not recognized (Hebrews
13:2). This seems to have been the case with Abraham. He thought the angels were regular



strangers. So he fed and took care of them as he would have any group of strangers (Genesis
18:1-8).

What about guardian angels? Is it true there is a special angel who watches over every
person? Some people believe that. One major scripture is used to support the idea. It says:
“Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven
their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 18:10).
Based on this verse, some think there are guardian angels especially for little children.
However, there are many excellent Bible students who reject the notion of guardian angels
on practical grounds. (1) If there are guardian angels for children, then why was Herod able
to slay all those male babies in Bethlehem who were two years old and under (Matthew
2:16)? Where were their guardian angels? Asleep? (2) On the other hand, if there are
guardian angels for the Lord’s faithful servants, then why was John the Baptist beheaded
(Matthew 14:10)? And, why was the apostle James killed with the sword (Acts 12:2)? Where
were these men’s guardian angels? What were they doing at these crucial times? What
Matthew 18:10 seems to teach is that God is very much aware of these “little ones,” and he
expects adults upon earth to be aware of their needs and meet them. God will settle the score
later with any people who neglect or abuse little children!

People are making some strange claims about angels these days. One woman claims to
have seen a “huge archangel” (chief angel) in the rear view mirror while riding a bus. The
problem with that is: Who knows what an archangel or a regular angel looks like? There is
a lot of room for being deceived in this matter. Let’s take heed!

All angels are not kind and gentle. An angel smote King Herod, and he died (Acts 12:23).
Angels will also be with Christ at his second coming (Matthew 25:31). Paul said: “the Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and obey not the gospel...” (2 Thessalonians 1:7-10). When this
time comes, we want to be ready and prepared to meet our Lord.

POINTS TO PONDER:
% Laughter is God’s sunshine.
% It’s important for parents to live the same things they teach.
% Thank God for what you have. Trust God for what you need.
% Happy memories never wear out — relive them as often as you want.

% Home is the place where we grumble the most but are often treated the best.

Observations and (Concerns

December 25, 2024

Welcome Visitors! We are delighted to have you as our guests.

Praise in Psalm: “Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the name of the LORD; praise him, O ye
servants of the LORD” (Psalm 135:1).

Declaration of Appreciation: With the end of the year, we celebrate the coming new year
with all it hopes and desires. Let us be thankful to God for another year and be determined
to have an attitude of gratitude throughout the coming year.

Our monthly youth devo is scheduled for Friday, January 3™ at 6:00 PM in Oologah. Please
bring sweets or sides to go with chili.

Remember in Prayer:

» Bill Dilks learned he needs a procedure on his heart. He is awaiting news for the
scheduling of that procedure.

» Nelda Hudson had cataract surgery on her right eye last week. She is recovering well.
She expects to have cataract surgery on her left eye in about a month.

Extended Prayer List: Jim Allison —health concerns; Joyce Cash — health difficulties; Dan
& Marcella Dennis — health issues; Bill & Lynn Dilks — health matters; Sammy
Gray—health concerns; Andy & Nelda Hudson —health struggles; Dicie Jackson —health
difficulties; Darla Smith — declining health; Pat Taylor —health issues; Ed Dindy — cancer;
Jarretta Gray — personal issues; Nicole Griffin — cancer; Karen Hughes — health issues;
Betty Jackson —health struggles; Christina Jackson —awaiting surgery; Sam Orr—health
difficulties; Leanna Shafer — cancer; Steve Shaffer — health problems.

Assignments
Schedule of Services Wednesday, Dec. 25 Sunday, Dec. 29 AM Sunday, Dec. 29 PM
Sundays Announcements Chris Nelson Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson
Bible Classes . ... 9:30 AM Prayer Chris Nelson Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson
Worship........ 10:30 AM Song Leader Bill Dilks Ross Swearingen Doyle Jackson
Worship......... 5:00 PM Lord’s Supper (speaker) Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen
Wednesdays Lord’s Supper Doyle Jackson
Bible Classes . ... 7:00 PM Lesson Chuck Northrop Bill Dilks Chuck Northrop
Website: oologahcofc.org Prayer Doyle Jackson Doyle Jackson Bill Dilks
Door Attendant Ross Swearingen Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen




