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“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you...” Matthew 28:20
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“The Church of YOUR Cheoice™
or
The Church of CHRIST'S Choice?

Chuck Northrop

Probably most of us have seen signs which say, “Join the Church of Your Choice.” At
first glance, this seems to have some appeal. However, with a little closer examination, its
appeal is not quite so vibrant. Why?

Because the church does not belong to me but unto Christ. No matter who I might
be, the church simply does not belong to me nor any other person. Jesus purchased the
church with His own blood (Acts 20:28). Though men may shed their blood for the church,
men cannot purchase the church with their blood because men are full of sin (Romans 3:23).
Since Jesus purchased the church, then the church belongs to him. Therefore, men ought to
be searching for the church of Christ’s choice.

Because man did not build the church. Jesus promised to build His church (Matthew
16:18). Of course, we are using the term “church” as the Bible uses it — not as men often
use it and not in reference to a building but with reference to a group of people. Jesus
established His church in the city of Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, fifty days after His
death. Various men have built churches in various other places and at various other times,

but those churches obviously would not be the church Jesus built. Since Jesus built His
church, men ought to seek to be members of the church of Christ’s choice.

Because the church of my choice may not be the church of Christ’s choice. As every
person should know, there are things which appeal to humans which may not appeal to Jesus.
Because of human weaknesses, people sometimes find themselves thinking in only physical
and material terms. Because of human weaknesses, people sometimes find themselves
striving to please themselves. And because of human weaknesses, people sometimes find
themselves too lazy to do those things they know they ought to be doing. “The church of
your choice” has self as its foundation. However, the church of Christ’s choice has Christ as
its foundation. Rather than striving to please self in the church of your choice, men ought to
strive to please Christ in the church of Christ’s choice.

With a proper understanding, a person should desire the church of Christ’s choice. How
does a person find Christ’s choice of a church? The church of Christ’s choice is revealed
within the pages of the holy scriptures, the Bible. She was called by the name of Christ and
not by some man or some doctrine. She has only one head — Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23).
Her worship is directed towards the Father “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). God adds
those who hear His word (Romans 10:17), believe the gospel (Mark 16:15,16), repent of
their sins (Acts 17:30), confess Christ (Romans 10:9,10), and are baptized for the remission
of sins (Acts 2:38) to His church (Acts 2:47). Does this appeal to you? Then visit us on the
Lord’s day as we make every effort to be the church of Christ’s choice.

WHO STARTED THE CHURCH OF CHRIST?

Virgil L. Hale

Some have charged the church of Christ had its beginning with the Campbells, who came
to the United States in the early 1800’s. Documentary research of Dr. Robinson, principle
of Overdale College in Birmingham, England, shows the following: “In the Furness District
of Lancashire, in North West England, there existed in 1669, during the reign of Charles II,
a group of eight churches of Christ. Most of them are not now in existence. An old minute-
book has been found on the year 1669, and it shows that they called themselves by the name
of the church of Christ, practiced baptism by immersion, celebrated the Lord’s Supper each
Lord’s Day, and had elders and deacons. There was also a church of Christ in Dungannon,
Ireland in 1804 and in Allington, Dengigshire. In 1735, John Davis, a young preacher in the



Fife District of Scotland was preaching New Testament Christianity, twenty-five years
before Thomas Campbell (Alexander Campbell’s father) was born.”

The church of Christ was promised by Jesus Christ (Matthew 16:18), began on Pentecost
(Acts 2:38), and has existed since that day (Daniel 2:44)!

In view of the above, how can anyone honestly accuse us of following a man, Alexander
Campbell? There are some, who because of prejudice, refer to members of the Lord’s church
as “Campbellites.” Those who do so know better, but they are really just promoting what
they have heard their ancestors say. There is not a doctrine or practice, engaged in by the
Lord’s church that originated with Alexander Campbell or any other man.

Anywhere in this world that people follow the teaching of Christ, found in the New
Testament, they are a congregation of the New Testament church. After all, He left us a book
of instructions plain enough to be followed. If we follow it as we would any other blueprint,
we will be what He wants us to be. We claim to be nothing more or less than the New
Testament church, and we challenge anyone to prove differently.

When I hear people use the term “Campbellite,” I tell them that I have never met anyone
who wears that name. In fact, I let it be known that I would like to meet such a person and
find out what they believe and practice. However, I make it clear that if such people exist,
they are wrong religiously, because they are following a man rather than following the Lord.

It should be clear to all sensible-thinking people, that if we all follow the Bible, we will
all be teaching and practicing the same thing. In fact, we will all be simply “Christians,”
nothing more, nothing less, and nothing else. Is this not what our Lord prayed for in John
chapter 17? Surely it is!

How Important Are Our Bible Classes?

& As important as a soul made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26).

& As important as giving a child a secure foundation for life (Matthew 7:24-27).
& As important as equipping a child with the armor of God (Ephesians 6:14-17).
& As important as planting faith in the heart of a child (Psalm 1; Romans 10:17).
& As important as learning about the greatest love shown to man (John 3:16).

Please keep in mind, our Bible classes are for children and adults alike.
What is said for the child can be applied to the adult.

Observations and (Concerns

December 18, 2024

Welcome Visitors! Thank you for coming our way!

Praise in Psalm: “O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our
maker” (Psalm 95:6).

Declaration of Appreciation: Let us be thankful for God’s rich blessings of winter, the final
season of the year and the first season of next year. The first day of winter this year is
Saturday, December 21, 2024.

Guest Speakers: Lord willing, Jeremy Northrop will be speaking next Sunday morning
during the worship hour, and JT Northrop will be speaking next Sunday evening.

Our sympathy is extended to the family of Ted Thrasher upon his passing. His funeral
service was held last Friday in Aurora, Missouri. Ted, his wife Julia, and family are
friends of the Northrops, Nelsons, and Swearingens.

Remember in Prayer:

» Bill Dilks learned he needs a procedure on his heart. He is awaiting news for
scheduling of that procedure.

» Nelda Hudson was scheduled for cataract surgery on her right eye today.

» There will be many travelers in the coming weeks. Some of our own number and some
of our families will be traveling during the holidays.

» There are always others each of us know who need the prayers of the righteous. Please
remember to pray for those you know. “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much” (James 5:16).

Assignments
Schedule of Services Wednesday, Dec. 18 Sunday, Dec. 22 AM Sunday, Dec. 22 PM
Sundays Announcements Chuck Northrop Bill Dilks Ross Swearingen
Bible Classes .. .. 9:30 AM Prayer Chuck Northrop Bill Dilks Ross Swearingen
Worship........ 10:30 AM Song Leader Ross Swearingen Doyle Jackson Bill Dilks
Worship......... 5:00 PM Lord’s Supper (speaker) Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson
Wednesdays Lord’s Supper Chris Nelson
Bible Classes . ... 7:00 PM Lesson Chris Nelson Jeremy Northrop JT Northrop
Website: oologahcofc.org Prayer Bill Dilks Ross Swearingen Doyle Jackson
Door Attendant Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen Doyle Jackson




