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When Is One in a Saved State?

Jesse Dickison

We have been asked this question: “Is one saved before one is baptized or after one is
baptized?” The short answer is this: One is in a saved state after baptism and not before. To
look a little closer at the answer, please note the following.

• Mark 16:16 – “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not
shall be damned.” Both the terms “believeth” and “baptized” are of equal rank and both are
necessary to achieve the end result of being saved. Leave off either one and a person
forfeits the blessing of being saved.

• Acts 2:38 – “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.” Believers must repent and be baptized for the blessing of remission of sins. By the
way, “for” in that verse does not mean “because of,” as some falsely teach. Leave out
either repent or be baptized, and the blessing is canceled. 

• Acts 8:36-38 – “And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the
eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went
down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.” Philip had

preached unto him Jesus (verse 35), the man saw water and desired baptism. When Jesus
is truly preached, baptism for the remission of sins will also be preached.

• Acts 22:16 – “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.” In baptism we spiritually reach the benefits of Christ’s
death (Romans 6:3-4) and put on Christ in a new life (Gal. 3:26-27). Peter states,
“...baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:” (1 Peter
3:21). We have a good conscience when we obey the gospel plan of salvation as revealed
in the New Testament. In this manner we purify our souls in our obedience to the truth
(1 Peter 1:22-23).

God’s Great Gospel

Roger Campbell

In the epistle which was addressed to “the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are
at Colosse” (Colossians 1:2), Paul commended them for their faith and love (1:4). He then
spoke about their hope (1:5). What is not to like about the combination of faith, love, and
hope?!

How did they have hope? Through the Gospel. Here is what the apostle went on to write:
“For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the
truth of the gospel; Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit,
as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth”
(Colossians 1:5- 6). What did he show them (and us) about God’s great Gospel?

The Gospel Is a Message of TRUTH. Again, Paul described it as “the word of the truth
of the gospel” (Colossians 1:5). Jesus said the Father’s word is truth (John 17:17). When we
read, follow, and spread the Gospel of God, we have the assurance that it is truth.

The Gospel Is a Message of HOPE. How did people in the city of Colosse hear about
hope? Through the Gospel (Colossians 1:5). And, that hope pointed to what location? To
heaven: “the hope which is laid up for you in heaven” (Colossians 1:5). A bit later in this
same letter, Paul spoke of “the hope of the Gospel” (Colossians 1:23). Christians have a
singular hope (Ephesians 4:4), which is eternal life (Titus 1:2). Only God’s Gospel of truth
gives legitimate hope to humans! Any philosophy or teaching that is founded on human ideas
of any sort cannot give real hope. In particular, we need to beware of teaching which is a



mixture of God’s truth and human ideas. Having genuine hope is possible only through the
God of hope (Romans 15:13) and the Gospel of His dear Son.

God’s Great Gospel Is for All People EVERYWHERE. Paul wrote about the Gospel
coming/going into all the world (Colossians 1:6). Such language reminds us of the Great
Commission —the charge of Jesus to preach the Gospel to every creature in all the world
(Mark 16:15). As the old song says, “The gospel is for all.” There is no such thing as one
Gospel for the Gentiles and a different one for the Jews. There is one Gospel, period. God’s
wisdom and power make the Gospel “fit” the needs of every person of every race in every
place.

The Gospel Bears FRUIT. Paul declared that the Gospel which came to Colosse “bringeth
forth fruit” (Colossians 1:6). When the incorruptible seed is sown and people receive it, they
are born again (1 Peter 1:22-23). Jesus spoke of sowing and reaping or sowing and a harvest
(John 4:35-37). One “fruit” which the Gospel produces is “saved people.” A second type of
fruit it produces is the spiritual development/maturity of Christians. In fact, we read about
this kind of fruit right here in Colossians 1, as Paul said he prayed for them to be “fruitful
in every good work” (Colossians 1:10), which would be the same as them “being filled with
the fruits of righteousness” (Phil. 1:11). The Gospel produces God-glorifying fruit.

The Gospel Is a Message of GRACE. When the folks in Colosse heard the Gospel, they
“knew the grace of God in truth” (Colossians 1:6). In Bible lingo, it is “the gospel of the
grace of God” (Acts 20:24). God’s kindness is revealed through the Gospel, which shows
humanity how to act in order to receive (and keep on receiving) God’s grace. 

The Gospel must be COMMUNICATED. How did people living in Colosse get
connected with the Gospel? Paul said, “...the truth of the gospel, which has come to you”
(Colossians 1:5-6, NKJV). So, we are looking at a historical fact: the Gospel came to
Colosse. The Gospel getting to Colosse was the effect; what was the cause? God’s Gospel
did not get there by accident. It did not just fall out of the sky. No, the Gospel was carried
to the residents of that area by human messengers, one of whom is noted in verse seven, a
brother by the name of Epaphras. Brethren, if we want lost folks to hear the Gospel, it is our
responsibility to get it to them. Let us put forth a renewed effort to communicate the only
message that can save the souls of men.

I love the simplicity of Acts 14:7. The whole verse consists of only a few words, but they
give us a plain and powerful picture of what Barnabas and Paul did in one geographic region:
“And there they preached the gospel.” Thank God for His great Gospel, which still has the
power to deliver souls from sin and prepare those who continue to follow it for heaven.
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Welcome Visitors! Thank you for being with us in worship today.

Praise in Psalm: “And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be
filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen” (Psalm 72:19).

Declaration of Appreciation: During this season, many of us reminisce about family and
friends. Let us be thankful for all of those of the past who helped shape our lives of the
present.

Our sympathy is extended to the family of Ted Thrasher upon his passing. Ted, his wife
Julia, and family are friends of the Northrops, Nelsons, and Swearingens. 

Remember in Prayer:

< There will be many travelers in the coming weeks. Some of our own number and some
of our families will be traveling during the holidays. 

< “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving
of thanks, be made for all men; 2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty” (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

< Those who attend the youth devotionals, and its continued success. 

If you have news or prayer requests for this page of the bulletin, please let Chelley or Chuck
know. To keep facts accurate, it is always best to put it in writing.

Remember, past issues of the Oologah Observer are on our website: oologahcofc.org.

To receive the Oologah Observer via email, please write to oologahobserver@gmail.com.


