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Worship Assembly Etiquette

Chuck Northrop

The word etiquette is defined by Webster’s dictionary as “the conduct or procedure
required by good breeding or prescribed by authority to be observed in social or official life.”
Synonyms of the word are manners or protocol. Christians are to conduct themselves in a
mannerly way. Peter wrote in 1 Peter 3:8, “Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion
one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous” [emphasis mine — CN]. On
occasions, brethren need to be reminded of their manners during the assembly. There are
ways in which Christians can conduct themselves which will not distract others while they
worship God. Everyone has experienced trying to worship while being distracted by some
fellow clipping his nails, while someone is wrestling around because of time, or while
someone is talking. Following are three principles for your consideration.

Worship with the Whole Heart

The first principle is to worship God with the whole heart by removing the cares of this
world. The great commandment is: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind” (Matthew 22:37). This principle is applicable to
man’s whole being, and it is as applicable to any part of a person’s life as in the case of
worship. Jesus further taught, “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him
in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). God requires people to worship Him from their inner
beings and to be completely absorbed in their worship of Him. When the cares of this world

are taking our minds away from worship, and when those cares become more important than
worship, then evaluation needs to take place, and a person ought to rethink their thinking.
If everyone was totally involved in worship, there would be no person clipping their nails,
wresting around, or talking. Brethren, let us be entirely engrossed in our worship. We should
be thinking about the words we sing, envisioning the crucified Lord during the Lord’s
supper, and considering the words of exhortation during the preaching.

The Golden Rule

A second principle is what is often called the “Golden Rule.” Jesus taught, “Therefore
all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them” (Matthew
7:12). A lot of distractions could be avoided if each person considered everyone else in the
assembly. If each person is earnest about worship, he will not want to be distracted, and if
each person is earnest in thinking of others, he will not want to be distracting. Since no one
wants to be distracted while worshiping, then no one ought to distract others. Would this not
be a fair application of the Golden Rule?

Be Aware of Our Own Actions

A third principle for our consideration is to always be aware of our own actions. Many
distractions are unintentional. Sometimes people do not think about what they are doing.
Some preachers rattle around their coins and keys in their pockets, but it is most likely not
intentional. It is just a nervous habit. If they were aware of the problem, they would cease.
That is the application. To be constantly aware of our every action is to be vigilant. Peter
exhorted, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

It would be great if every assembly of worship could be distraction free, but such is not
very realistic. However, if each person does his part in eliminating as many distractions as
possible, it would do away with most. Nonetheless, worshipers will oftentimes just have to
shut out the distractions from their minds. After all, many of us can shut out some
distractions when we are watching television or at the ball game. Therefore, we ought to be
able to do the same when we assemble for worship.

How Do You Deal with the Uncomfortable?

Jeremy M. Northrop

Recently, while preparing a lesson, [ was intrigued by something new in a very familiar
text. Of course, you know the Bible excels at presenting new ideas and can never be studied
too much. No one ever says, “I have exhausted that Bible subject and have no need to study



it further.” It was one of those ah ha moments for me. I had studied about the Samaritan
woman of John 4 many times, but it struck me different this time. I am sure you can relate
and remember the familiar sequence of events.

Jesus was heading back to his home-base of Galilee and did something Jews did not
normally do. He went through Samaria. I am sure you remember he stopped at Jacob’s well
and dialogued with the woman we know only as the Samaritan woman. We do not know her
name and nothing else is recorded in the New Testament about her. The first thirty verses or
so of John 4 is all we know. Jesus asked her for a drink, and she was understandably
confused. She even confronted Jesus on the matter: “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a
drink from me, a Samaritan woman?”’ (verse 9).

Jesus intrigues her a bit. He explains there is “living water” — water such that if you
drink it, you will never thirst again and you will live eternally. She tells of how the well is
deep and there is nothing with which to draw water. Then, the situation starts to get a little
bit uncomfortable. I imagine it was uncomfortable for the woman. It is not so uncomfortable
for Jesus or even for us as we read it some two millennia later! She requests the living water
of which Jesus spoke and then Jesus advises her to call her husband.

Here is a little side-note. Jesus confronts her sin. He points out she has been married
more than once and is currently with a man. He implies she should not be with him. We need
to learn to confront sin gently and compassionately as Jesus did.

Here is what got my attention: She just changed the subject! How human of her. The
conversation got uncomfortable for her, and she changed the subject! How many times have
I read through the text and drawn appropriate conclusions about worship and never realized
worship is not where the conversation started? This woman, the social outcast of the day and
one with a bad reputation, is just as human as the rest of us. She did not like what Jesus had
to say. She did not know how to respond. So, she changed the subject. She ran from talking
about her marriage as fast as she could. I fear I might do the same thing if the conversation
got uncomfortable.

Another thing happened which surprised me. Jesus allowed her to change the subject. He
did not do what I would likely have done. I think I might have said something like: “Woman,
we were talking about your marriage. Let’s finish that conversation and then we can talk
about worship.” Not Jesus. She changed the subject, and He went right along with her. He
started telling her about true worship. I’m still working to have an answer of the hope we
have (1 Peter 3:15) so that I can go with the flow of a conversation and still impact someone’s
life for good.

Let’s work hard to be more like Jesus.

Observations and (Concerns

December 4, 2024

Welcome Visitors! You are our honored guests!
Praise in Psalm: “Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul” (Psalm 25:1).

Declaration of Appreciation: We are thankful for the children and for all students who see
the need and come to Bible classes each week.

Our monthly youth devo is scheduled for Friday, December 6™ at 6:00 PM in Oologah.
Please bring sides or sweets to go with sloppy joes.

Our December potluck will be Sunday, December 8" after morning services. Please bring
finger foods. If you would like to participate in the gift exchange, please bring a gift
valued around $10.

Extended Prayer List: Jim Allison —health concerns; Joyce Cash — health difficulties; Dan
& Marcella Dennis — health issues; Bill & Lynn Dilks — health matters; Sammy
Gray—health concerns; Andy & Nelda Hudson —health struggles; Dicie Jackson —health
difficulties; Darla Smith — declining health; Pat Taylor—health issues; Ed Dindy — cancer;
Jarretta Gray — personal issues; Nicole Griffin — cancer; Karen Hughes — health issues;
Betty Jackson —health struggles; Christina Jackson — awaiting surgery; Sam Orr—health
difficulties; Leanna Shafer — cancer; Steve Shaffer — health problems.

Remember in Prayer:
» Please remember the safety of those who will be traveling for the upcoming holidays.

If you have news or prayer requests for this page of the bulletin, please let Chelley or Chuck
know. To keep facts accurate, it is always best to put it in writing.

Remember, past issues of the Oologah Observer are on our website: oologahcofc.org.

Assignments
Schedule of Services Wednesday, Dec. 4 Sunday, Dec. 8 AM Sunday, Dec. 8 PM
Sundays Announcements Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson Bill Dilks
Bible Classes . ... 9:30 AM Prayer Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson Bill Dilks
Worship........ 10:30 AM Song Leader Ross Swearingen Bill Dilks Doyle Jackson
Worship......... 5:00 PM Lord’s Supper (speaker) Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen
Wednesdays Lord’s Supper Chuck Northrop
Bible Classes . ... 7:00 PM Lesson Bill Dilks Chris Nelson Chuck Northrop
Website: oologahcofc.org Prayer Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen Chris Nelson
Door Attendant Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen Chris Nelson




