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Our Standard in Religion

Chuck Northrop

What is our standard in religion? It seems some in the church have forgotten or not figured
it out. It is not unusual for people appeal to their own practices to say something is right. It
is also not unusual for others to appeal to what “everyone is doing.” It appears some
members have forgotten the age old teaching of inspiration? The Bible is the inspired word
of God, and its instructions are the final authority. There is a constant and continually need
to remind ourselves of 2 Timothy 3:16-17 which says, “All scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works.” In addition, members of the Lord’s church must never forget Revelation 22:18-19
which John the apostle wrote by inspiration, 

“For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If
any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are
written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of
this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the
holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.” 

Have these age old truths slipped from our minds? I truly hope not, but I’m afraid some
either have forgotten, or they just do not want to do what is right. Wise Solomon said, “There
is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death”
(Proverbs 14:12). Since man’s way leads to death, it is most certainly not the direction I want
to take! As for me, I will just continue to turn to God and “the word of life” (Philippians
2:16) for it provides all things that pertain unto life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3).

Build a High Wall

Toney L. Smith

Our title Build a High Wall may stand out due to the current discussions in our nation.
Walls are used to separate and provide protection. The word itself is defined as “an enclosure
chiefly for defense” (Merriam-Webster). The Biblical account of Nehemiah is one of the
most thrilling and edifying revelations found in Holy Writ. Judah had been carried into
captivity because they had turned from God and would not repent. Jeremiah the prophet
informed Judah that they would be in captivity 70 years. At the end of the 70 years, they
would be returned to their homeland (Jeremiah 29:10-14). In fact, inspiration even stated that
King Cyrus would be on the throne, and he would set them free (Isaiah 42:1; Ezra 1:1-2).

The captives came out in three groups. Zerubbabel led the first returnees (Ezra chapters
1-6), Ezra was the leader of the second group (Ezra chapters 7-10) and Nehemiah was chosen
to lead the third and final group back to their beloved Jerusalem. Zerubbabel restored the
altar and the temple. Ezra brought the Law of Moses back to the people who had forgotten
the commandments of God. Nehemiah was the last to return, and he would repopulate the
city and build walls to protect the people from invasions. As the wall was being built there
were those who opposed its building and set out to stop the construction (Nehemiah 4:1-14).
Nehemiah put men in place to protect those who were laboring on the wall; “So we laboured
in the work: and half of them held the spears from the rising of the morning till the stars
appeared” (Nehemiah 4:21). Ultimately, the wall was built by those who loved their country
and realized the protection it provided.

There are great lessons to be learned from the rebuilding of the walls and the restoration
of the city of Jerusalem. We should build walls today to protect and defend ourselves against
the devil and his influence upon our lives. Notice some walls we should build...

We must build a wall of defense against error. Satan is no sleeping lion! He is in
continual pursuit of his prey which of course is you and me (1 Peter 5:8). One of the devils
most powerful tools against us today is indifference to the enemy. Nehemiah knew
Sanballat’s intention and prepared the people for the defense against his intentions
(Nehemiah 4:10). He then stood continually prepared for the opposition even as they worked
(Nehemiah 4:4:16-23). Every Christian must be ready, willing and able to “earnestly contend
for the faith” (Jude 3).

Another wall of defense is to learn and teach the truth to others. Ezra brought the word
of God to the people so they could understand the Lord’s will. “And Ezra the priest brought
the law before the congregation both of men and women, and all that could hear with



Bible Class Can Be Destructive!
As shocking as this statement is, we must admit its truthfulness. Consider the
following:

1. Bible Classes Can Destroy Ignorance. If this does not occur, we are in danger
of being destroyed as were the people of old (Hosea 4:6). Studying together can
eliminate this malady.

2. Bible Classes Can Destroy Loneliness. Some of the strongest and most long
lasting friendships are developed when Christians meet together to study the
inspired Word of God.

3. Bible Classes Can Destroy Lethargy. When members are motivated by the Word
of God and encouraged by active teachers of the Bible, the lukewarm spirit is
driven away.

4. Bible Classes Can Destroy Faithlessness. Since faith comes by hearing the word
of God (Romans 10:17), then when the Bible is studied members will grow
spiritually and in knowledge. As a result, the lack of faith is dissipated. 

5. Bible Classes Can Destroy Sin. Sin is the root cause of all of the problems of the
world. Why would anyone not want to eliminate it? It destroys! Studying God’s
Word builds. Why would anyone not want to be in a study of the Bible? 

If you want your ignorance, loneliness, lethargy, faithlessness, and sin destroyed, then
attend Bible class every Wednesday night and Sunday morning.

Author Unknown

understanding...” (Nehemiah 8:2). Knowledge and understanding are walls of defense against
daily temptations. Jesus was tempted three times in Matthew 4:1-11. He overcame Satan’s
influence by quoting scripture. With each temptation our Lord said, “It is written.” We can
win the battle against Satan and his henchmen when we “put on the whole armor of God”
(Ephesians 6:10-20).

A strong and constant prayer life is a powerful wall of defense. When Nehemiah heard
that his beloved city was in disarray, he prayed (Nehemiah 1:4). When he was informed that
there was an approaching enemy he prayed (Nehemiah 4:9). He demonstrated his
dependency upon God by those prayers. We can fortify and strengthen our lives through
prayer as well. Jesus said, “Pray that ye enter not into temptation” (Luke 22:40).

Good people, let us build a wall strong and high by being faithful to the Lord. The enemy
cannot penetrate the wall of faith. Build your wall high and strong. Do not let our enemy, the
devil, trespass into our lives.
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Welcome Visitors! Your Presence is our Pleasure.

Praise in Psalm: “Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise in
the congregation of saints” (Psalm 149:1). 

Declaration of Appreciation: “Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:20).

Let us all be determined to be thankful all of the time and not just on special occasions such
as the Thanksgiving holiday. “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

The holiday season is approaching fast! Please do not leave the Lord and His church out of
your plans (James 4:14-15).

Remember in Prayer:

< To celebrate Thanksgiving, there will be many travelers in the coming weeks. Some
of our own number will be traveling to see family, while some of our families will be
traveling to see us. 

< Yvonne Hall has been struggling with health issues. 

Extended Prayer List: Joyce Cash – health difficulties; Dan & Marcella Dennis  – health issues;
Bill Dilks – cancer; Sammy Gray – health concerns; Andy & Nelda Hudson – health struggles;
Dicie Jackson – health difficulties; Darla Smith – declining health; Pat Taylor – health issues;
Ed Dindy – cancer; Debbie Earl – cancer/recovering from surgery; Jarretta Gray – personal
issues; Betty Jackson – health struggles; Christina Jackson – awaiting knee surgery; Sam
Orr – health difficulties; Leanna Shafer – cancer; Steve Shaffer – health problems.


