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“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you...” Matthew 28:20
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SHaith & Cfean

Chuck Northrop

Paul exhorted Timothy, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and
of love, and of sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). The word translated fear in this passage
actually means cowardice. All men are to fear God. The writer of Ecclesiastes declared this
is a most basic responsibility of man. He stated, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man”
(Ecclesiastes 12:13). Such fear is reverential fear and is opposite of cowardice. Paul’s point
to Timothy was Christians are not to be cowards in the work God set before them. For this
reason, the fearful are placed in a list of those who will have part in the second death. The
apostle John declared, “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and abominable, and murderers,
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake
which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death” (Revelation 21:8).

Faith and love are in direct opposition to the spirit of cowardice. In his first letter, the
apostle John wrote, “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear
hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love” (1 John 4:18). Moses “by faith
forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king” (Hebrews 11:27). Without fear, David
battled the Philistine giant, Goliath (1 Samuel 17). As Paul wrote in his second letter to
Timothy, He faced death’s door without fear and with courage. Why were these men and
others like them able to face enemies and death without fear? Because these men had faith

and trusted in God. Their faith removed their fear! They had faith God would not forsake
them and would carry through with His promises.

Good reader, Christians must not face each day’s challenges with a spirit of fear, but with
the three spirits God gives — the spirit of power, the spirit of love, and the spirit of a sound
mind. The spirit the apostle wrote about in this passage is a person’s moral character. God
provides Christians with the spirit of power. This refers to the attitude of courage and
endurance. The English word dynamite comes from the Greek word used in this text. Notice
the power is not within Christians, but God provides the dynamite power of faith through His
word (Romans 10:17). In addition, God supplies Christians with the spirit of love. With the
proper attitude of love comes the motivation for the spirit of power. It is the spirit of love
which offers direction for the power God provides through faith. Without the proper
direction, the power is of little benefit. Consider the miraculous gifts of tongues, prophecy,
and personal gifts found in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. If these are not done in love (the proper
direction and motivation), they have little or no benefit or profit to anyone. Also, God
furnishes Christians with the spirit of a sound mind. This is the good sense needed to guide
the power and apply the love God provides. It carries with it the idea of discipline or
self-control. It is to be of a right mind which is always in control.

Notice each one of these three spirits or attitudes which God gives to His children are in
connection with the word of God. Concerning the gospel, Paul proclaimed, “it is the power
of God unto salvation” (Romans 1:16). Jesus taught love and obedience go hand in hand
(John 15:14). To have a sound mind is the direct result of understanding the will of God and
growing to maturity (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Christians can face the challenges which lie ahead with confidence and faith. If a person
does the Lord’s will, the Lord will be with them. Faith is the victory (1 John 5:4)! Fear is
defeat. If Christians meet the challenges of life with faith, then “we may boldly say, the Lord
is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me” (Hebrews 13:6).

The Privilege of Praise

Al Brown

One of the greatest privileges Christians have is to be able to approach the throne of the
God of hosts and praise His holy name. Worship under the law of Moses impressed the
sanctity — the purity of Jehovah on Israel and made them realize sinful man must be
cleansed of his sin before he can approach God. Yet, the blood of animals could not take
away sin, so a remembrance was made of it every year (Hebrews 10:3).



Now, Christ has offered His blood once, never to be repeated, to take away the sins of
man (Hebrews 9:24-26). Hence, if we submit to the will of God, our sins are remitted
(Romans 6:17-18), and we have the wonderful privilege of going before His august presence
to offer thanksgiving and praise to His holy name. “Wherefore, receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us have grace, whereby we may offer service well-pleasing to God with
reverence and awe” (Hebrews 12:28).

The Correct Attitude

The church I attend is composed of people like me. We make it what it is. It will be
friendly — if I am. Its pews will be filled — if I help fill them. It will do a great work — if
I work. It will bring other people into its worship assemblies — if I bring them. It will be a
church with a noble spirit— if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these. Therefore with
the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all the things I want the church
I attend to be.

You Preach First

The first sermon preached every assembly is not the preacher, but by you!

You preach a message of good cheer when you say “Good morning!” to those you meet
when you park your car and those you see in the hallway and classrooms.

You preach a message of hope and joy when you sing with joy and enthusiasm during
the song service.

You preach a message about the blessing and power of prayer when you fervently enter
into prayer when we are led as a congregation.

You preach a message of respect for God’s Word when you listen attentively while the
lesson is being presented.

You preach a message of love and concern when you smile and say “Hello” and
introduce yourself to visitors.

You preach a message of faith and concern for the work of the church when you give
your contribution.

Many messages are preached before the preacher stands up to present his lesson! If yours
is positive and consistent, then the message from the pulpit may be much better received. In
fact, yours might be the most important at that moment in someone’s life!

Come to each assembly prepared and excited about preaching your sermon!

November 6, 2024
Welcome Visitors! We are excited to have YOU with us today.

Praise in Psalm: “Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: praise him in the
heights” (Psalm 148:1).

Declaration of Appreciation: This coming Lord’s day, the Lord’s church in Oologah will be having
our Thanksgiving potluck dinner. We are thankful for the church and for the opportunity to be
thankful with one another for God’s rich provisions. All are welcomed to stay.

There will be a 50" Wedding Anniversary Celebration for Doyle and Dicie Jackson at the church
building Saturday, November 9" at 6:30 PM. All are invited to attend.

Congratulations are extended to the family of Darla Smith on the birth of her great-grandson,
Jameson Robert Smith. Jameson is the son of Alex and Brittany Smith.

Remember in Prayer:

» We are thankful to God for the good news Dicie Jackson received regarding her chest scan.
She is in the clear, and everything looks good for now.

»  Walter Jackson is struggling with dehydration and neck pain. He was not able to be with us Sunday.

» JD, Ava, and Landon, classmates of Maci Campbell from Sequoyah Schools, have all been
recently diagnosed with leukemia.

» Debbie Earl, mother of Russ Earl, has been diagnosed with breast cancer. She had surgery
yesterday and is doing well.

» Leanna Shafer, friend of the Northrops, learned her cancer has returned. She had to go to the
ER this week but is home now.

November Birthdays: 2 — Kathy Orr; 8 — Tia Swearingen; 11 —Nelda Hudson; 17 — Chuck Northrop;
17 — Chelley Nelson; November Anniversaries: 8§ — Doyle & Dicie Jackson; 18 — Doug & Dana
Campbell.

Assignments
Schedule of Services Wednesday, Nov. 6 Sunday, Nov. 10 AM Sunday, Nov. 10 PM
Sundays Announcements Bill Dilks Chris Nelson Bill Dilks
Bible Classes . ... 9:30 AM Prayer Bill Dilks Chris Nelson Bill Dilks
Worship........ 10:30 AM Song Leader Doyle Jackson Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen
Worship......... 5:00 PM Lord’s Supper (speaker) Chuck Northrop Doyle Jackson
Wednesdays Lord’s Supper Ross Swearingen
Bible Classes . ... 7:00 PM Lesson Chuck Northrop Bill Dilks Chuck Northrop
Website: oologahcofc.org Prayer Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen Chris Nelson
Door Attendant Ross Swearingen Ross Swearingen Doyle Jackson




