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Do Psychics Have Real Power?

Jeremy Northrop

One of the more popular attractions in current western culture is the paranormal. Tarot
card readers, palm readers, sorcery, the use of mediums, and other such things seem to be
taking this nation by the masses. Interestingly, God has a word for such practices:
abomination. An abomination is something that is loathsome, detestable, dangerous, and
repulsive. Leviticus 20:27 shows the prescribed punishment for people who practiced such
under the Old Law: “A man or a woman who is a medium, or who has familiar spirits, shall
surely be put to death; they shall stone them with stones. Their blood shall be upon them.”
These things are an abomination to God for a variety of reasons. The first and perhaps the
most obvious reason is found in the text: God forbids such practices.

Further, some of the things listed in Deuteronomy 18 (sorcerer, spiritists, one who calls
on the dead) might include calling on false gods. Thus, the first commandment should ring
clear: “’You shall have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). God will not tolerate such.
Micah prophesied, “I will cut off sorceries from your hand, And you shall have no
soothsayers” (Micah 5:12). Paul admonished the churches of Galatia to have no part in
wicked things, which included sorcery, writing those who practice such will not inherit
Heaven in the life to come (Galatians 5:16-21).

They are also an abomination because such practices are often associated with human
sacrifice. This is certainly the concept of the first part of Deuteronomy 18:10. In this case,

the sixth commandment is the thrust: “You shall not murder” (Exodus 20:13). The
application of the latter two reasons for present day is the fact that these commands are
eternal moral principles. They were commanded in the Old Testament and continue to be
commanded in the New Testament. Those who practice such things are seeking out sources
other than God. In other words, Christians need not to have any part or portion in such
practices.

It is also interesting to observe the words used for many of the practices listed in Exodus
18 are used to refer to something which is phony or fake. For ‘sorcerer,” for example, W. E.
Vine uses words like pretender and professor. Time has often shown those who practice such
things are not real. While there are many who profess to practice such things, time and
investigation will prove them to be false. God admonished the Israelites to give no regard
to them indicating they are not real (Exodus 19:31a). Each person must regard things that are
real, albeit he or she must regard it holy or an abomination. Yet, God said, “give no regard
to mediums and familiar spirits.”

It is often difficult to reject things many people are following or have the appearance of
being real. In the first case, understand the majority are accepting a path which will lead
them to a place they do not want to be (Matthew 7:13-14). In the second case, faith must be
practiced. Regardless of how real those who practice paranormal activities may seem, God
said give no regard to them. The child of God must trust his or her Father to guide him or her
down the right path.

Do psychics have real power? In the sense that those who claim such are persuading the
masses and have a great following; yes, they have power. However, are they are doing
anything real or reasonable? No, they do not have real power.

EVOLUTION

A Science-Fiction Fantasy

Jon Gary Williams

When questioned about evolution, believers in the theory do not know why they believe
it, and, surprisingly, this is true even among scientists. Dr. Henry Morris stated the case well:
““...the main reason most educated people believe in evolution is simply because they have
been told that most educated people believe in evolution” (The Twilight Of Evolution, p.
26). The theory of evolution is a philosophy based on nothing more than science-fiction, a
proposition easily established.



First, a very large number of scientists totally reject the theory. And in addition, there are
many others who have serious doubts about it. The February, 1988 issue of Industrial
Chemist published the results of a survey taken among scientists world-wide. It revealed that
one fifth rejected the theory! How can a view be considered scientific if one out of every five
scientists reject it?

Second, any theory that can be denied without denying any fact of science must be
unscientific. For example, one can deny the theory that rats are produced from old rags by
spontaneous generation, without denying any fact of science. Hence, that theory is
unscientific. The same is true regarding evolution — since it can be denied without denying
one single fact of science, it cannot be classified as science. Let the defender of evolution
produce just one fact of science that must be denied when denying evolution! It cannot be
done.

Third, evolution does not fit the evidence. The only place to go to find concrete,
empirical evidence for evolution would be the fossil record. However, there is not a single
case of a transitional form! The respected A.H. Clark noted this emphatically nearly seventy
years ago when he said, “since we have not the slightest evidence either among the living or
the fossil animals, of any intergrading types following the major groups, it is fair supposition
that there never have been any such intergrading types” (The New Evolution: Zoogenesis,
William and Wilkins, Baltimore, p. 189. 1930.)

Later George Gaylord Simpson, formerly of Harvard and considered to be the world’s
foremost evolutionary paleontologist in this century spoke of the same lack of evidence for
evolution in the fossil record, then said, “This regular absence of transitional forms is not
confined to (the 32 orders of) mammals, but is an almost universal phenomenon, as has long
been noted by paleontologists” (G.G. Simpson, Tempo and Mode in Evolution, Columbia
University Press, New York, P. 107, 1944).

The fossil record backs up the creation record of fully developed creatures of all kinds.
Where is the fossil evidence for evolution? There is none. Evolution is not science, but
science-fiction!

(From Bulletin Briefs, 1998)
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Observations and (Concerns

October 30, 2024

Welcome Visitors! We are grateful you have decided to visit us today.

Praise in Psalm: “Praise ye the LORD: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant;
and praise is comely” (Psalm 147:1).

Declaration of Appreciation: To those who are in attendance each time the “doors are open.” We
appreciate the encouragement such provides for one another.

Opportunity for Service: During the evening of October 31%, we will be handing out tracts and
other teaching materials along with candy at Boologah. Whether any results will come from this,
we will probably never know. What we can know is this congregation is letting its light shine
(Matthew 5:16). The “seed” will be planted by the teaching materials distributed. If you would like
to help, please let us know. If you would like donate candy, please put it in the tub in the foyer.

Our monthly youth devo is scheduled for Friday, November 1 at 6:00 PM in Ramona. Please bring
sides and sweets to go with pulled pork sandwiches.

This evening is our fifth Wednesday evening singing.
The men’s business meeting is this Sunday, November 3, 2024, after evening services.

There will be a 50™ Wedding Anniversary Celebration for Doyle and Dicie Jackson at the church
building Saturday, November 9™ at 6:30 PM. All are invited to attend.

Remember in Prayer:
» Dicie Jackson had a chest scan and is awaiting results.

» JD, Ava, and Landon, classmates of Maci Campbell from Sequoyah Schools, have all been
recently diagnosed with leukemia.

» Debbie Earl, mother of Russ Earl, has been diagnosed with breast cancer. She is scheduled
for surgery November 4.

» Leanna Shafer, friend of the Northrops, learned her cancer returned and is taking treatments.

Assignments
Schedule of Services Wednesday, Oct. 30 Sunday, Nov. 3 AM Sunday, Nov. 3 PM
Sundays Announcements Doyle Jackson Bill Dilks Ross Swearingen
Bible Classes . ... 9:30 AM Prayer Doyle Jackson Bill Dilks Ross Swearingen
Worship........ 10:30 AM Song Leader Ross Swearingen Ross Swearingen Bill Dilks
Worship......... 5:00 PM Lord’s Supper (speaker) Chris Nelson Doyle Jackson
Wednesdays Lord’s Supper Doyle Jackson
Bible Classes . ... 7:00 PM Lesson Bill Dilks Chuck Northrop Chuck Northrop
Website: oologahcofc.org Prayer Chuck Northrop Doyle Jackson Chris Nelson
Door Attendant Chris Nelson Doyle Jackson Chris Nelson




