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America — About to Die?

Thomas B. Warren

A nation is a lot like a person. It is born. It lives. It grows old. It dies. Many great nations have
arisen during the history of the world. Some of them experienced a pattern somewhat like this: They
began with strong spiritual and moral conviction, followed by the growth and eventual dominance
of materialism, eventually to be destroyed by moral decay, apathy, and anarchy. Sounds all too
familiar, doesn’t it?

America began with spiritual conviction, and at least a great many people who meant it when
“In God We Trust” was stamped on its money. Then came the industrial revolution, the agricultural
revolution, the glorification of materialism in general, and a people who began to trust more in
money than in God. Now we see signs of decadence and apathy, the next-to-last stage. As one of the
Nobel Peace Prize winners pointed out several years ago, not just in America, but in the rest of the
world, our moral fiber is unraveling rapidly.

Is it all over? Is it the end? Is America about to die? Well, that depends upon America. It
depends on what we Americans decide. God gives us the choice, both as individuals and nations to
follow our way or His way (Matthew 7:13-14). It is up to us. He wants us as willing followers, not
as robots with no freedom of choice (Matthew 11:28-30).

Centuries before Christ, Nineveh, much like America today, was faced with a choice. Nineveh
could pursue either its own self-centered course or turn back to God. In what must have been one
of the greatest spiritual revivals in history, Nineveh heard God’s warning. Its citizens believed God,
proclaimed a fast, turned around from wrongdoing, and were saved from destruction (Jonah 3:5-10).

Editor’s Note: Thomas B. Warren was a faithful gospel preacher of the past. He passed away in August of
2000. Though this article was written years ago, how fitting it is for those of us of the present. As he noted,
Nineveh had a choice. In the days of Jonah (around 750 BC), they chose wisely and turned to the Lord, but
in the days of Nahum (around 620 BC), they chose foolishly and were destroyed. America, we have a
choice. What will we choose? –CN 

The same thing can happen in America today. America has been great. It can be even greater.
Our permissiveness, violence, and overindulgence can be either the beginning of the end or the crisis
experience that gives us rebirth in God’s will. It is up to us which of the two it will be.

Hold Fast the Form of Sound Words
Ben F. Vick, Jr.

As Paul’s time of departure was nearing, he by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, penned
2 Timothy to his son in the gospel, of whom he had said that he had no man like-minded. Of the
instructions he gave to his dear friend, one was: “Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast
heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 1:13). To hold fast indicates not
veering from something, or to cling to something. Thayer says the Greek word for “form” means
“the pattern placed before one to be held fast and copied, model.” Another reference says the word
means “model, example. The word denotes an outline sketch or ground plan used by an artist or in
literature the rough draft forming the basis of a fuller exposition.” (Linguistic Key to the Greek New
Testament, page 639). “Sound words” means healthy words. If one is of sound mind, his mind is
healthy. 

Paul was heard to speak sound words in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. This pattern or
model of sound words came forth from Paul’s lips. He set the proper example for Timothy to follow.
No uncertain, or questionable, words were heard coming from Paul. He spoke forth the words of
truth and soberness. 

Christians and, in particular, gospel preachers, should be careful to hold fast the form of sound
words. There are many expressions used by the world, even some in the church, regarding matters
religious that do not have the ring of soundness. Sometimes the words or expressions are wholly
foreign to the New Testament. At other times, the words or expressions can be scriptural, in that they
are found in the New Testament; but they are misused or misapplied. We must be careful to call
Bible things by Bible names and do Bible things in Bible ways. Or, to put it as did Paul: “Hold fast
the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.”

Many years ago brother G. K. Wallace’s grandson asked him to tell him all the bad words so he
would know what not to say. Let us consider a few unsound words regarding titles, names,
phraseologies and manners of expressions so that we know what not to say.

“Reverend.” The purpose of this title is to elevate the preacher above the other members of the
church. The preacher is not above any other member of the church. The word “reverend” is found
one time in the King James Version, and it is used in reference to God. The Psalmist said, “He sent



redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his
name” (Psalm 111:9). One should be respected for his work’s sake, but he is not to be elevated
above others.

“The Pastor.” This word means shepherd. The word is never used in reference to a gospel
preacher. It is not found in the singular in the New Testament. Ephesians 4:11 refers to “pastors,”
a plurality of men who meet the qualifications found in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. They tend and
oversee a local congregation.

“Father” or “Pope.” No man should wear these religious designations as titles. To do so is in
essence to slap the Son of God in the face. Jesus said, “But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your
Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is
your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.
But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be
abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted” (Matthew 23:8-12).

“Brother.” When Peter referred to “our beloved brother Paul,” he was not using “brother” as
a title. It merely showed a relationship, as does the term “brethren” found so many times in the New
Testament. But I have found, especially among, but not limited to, our black brethren the terms
“brother” and “sister” used more as titles than for the purpose of showing relationship. 

“Other denominations.” Sometimes an untaught member of the church will refer to “the church
of Christ and other denominations.” Such a statement is to suggest that the Lord’s church is a
denomination, which it is not. A denomination is larger than the local body of Christ, but smaller
than the church universal. A denomination is a sect of which the church of Christ is not. Jesus did
not die for a sect or denomination (Acts 20:28). He did not build a denomination (Matthew 16:18).
He is not the head of a sectarian body (Ephesians1:22-23).

“Join the church.” One cannot read of an individual who is not a part of the body of Christ
“joining the church.” We read that the penitent baptized believers on the first Pentecost following
the resurrection of Christ were by the Lord “added to the church” (Acts 2:38,41,47).

“The direct operation of the Holy Spirit.” Do not be fooled, brethren. There is nothing sound
about this expression on the work of the Holy Spirit. It cannot be found in the New Testament. It is
a tap root issue of many problems in the church and the religious world in general. It is unsound,
unhealthy. I am not interested in people kowtowing to my terms of expressions or my phraseology.
People have the right to express themselves in various ways; but when what is expressed is unsound,
or expresses an unsound concept, I am going to speak or write my objections. 

“Get religion.” This is an expression one does not hear as often now as it once was, but one does
not “get religion.” One may practice religion or do that which makes one religious (James 1:27), but
one does not “get religion.” That expression makes one think that religion is like some kind of
disease or germ that one contracts, or catches. 

Other examples could be given, but this is enough for now. Let us hold fast the form of sound
words in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 1:13).

Observations and Concerns

Assignments

Wednesday, Oct. 2 Sunday, Oct. 6 AM Sunday, Oct. 6 PM

Announcements Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen

Prayer Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen

Song Leader Bill Dilks Ross Swearingen Doyle Jackson

Lord’s Supper (speaker) Doyle Jackson Chris Nelson

Lord’s Supper Chris Nelson

Lesson Ross Swearingen Bill Dilks Bill Dilks

Prayer Doyle Jackson Doyle Jackson Chris Nelson

Door Attendant Doyle Jackson Chris Nelson Chris Nelson

Schedule of Services 

Sundays

Bible Classes . . . . 9:30 AM

Worship . . . . . . . . 10:30 AM

Worship . . . . . . . . . 5:00 PM

Wednesdays

Bible Classes . . . . 7:00 PM

Website: oologahcofc.org

Jeremiah 18:7-10 7 At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck
up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; 8 If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their
evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them. 9 And at what instant I shall speak concerning
a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; 10 If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my
voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit them.

October 2, 2024

Welcome Visitors! If you have questions, please do not hesitate to ask.

Praise in Psalm: “Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable”
(Psalm 145:3). 

Declaration of Appreciation: For the hope and support faithful brethren provide by teaching and
preaching the truth in love and holding fast to sound doctrine both here and elsewhere.

Our monthly youth devo is scheduled for Friday, October 4th at 6:00 pm at the church building.
Please bring sides to go with sandwiches. 

The men’s business meeting is this Sunday after evening services. 

Our monthly potluck luncheon is Sunday, October 13th after morning services. We will be having
a chili cook off. So, please bring your best chili! 

Azalea Gospel Meeting: October 12-16; Jamie Beller; Theme: “Strengthening the Body.”

Remember in Prayer:

< Glen Beaman, brother of Dicie Jackson, received a positive report regarding his cancer. He
is healing well from surgery, and no cancer is being detected. 

< Terrance Dindy, brother of Tia Swearingen, has been ill.

< Nicole Griffin, friend of Chelley Nelson, has been diagnosed with cancer. 


