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Why Marriages Fail

Johnny Ramsey

 God ordained marriage in the second chapter of the first book of the Bible. He knew it “it is not
good for man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18). What Jehovah joined together (husband and wife), man
should not “put asunder” (Matthew 19:6). But, in the past thirty years – in America alone – we have
the sad statistic of over a million divorces a year. In many towns and states, about 50 percent of all
marriages begun have resulted in separation or divorce. Psalm 34:3 is a beautiful passage that ought
to be honored by all young couples at their weddings: “O magnify the Lord with me, let us glorify
His name together.”

Why do so many marriages fail? Here are some of the reasons: Selfishness. Money Matters.
In-laws. Failure to Meet Physical Responsibility. Lack of Spirituality. Differences on Use of Money.
Flirtations at Work. Pornography, on TV and Movies.

Selfishness manifests itself in many ways. To seek one’s own pleasure and not working at
pleasing one’s mate drives a self-centered husband or wife to forget that marriage demands a 100
percent effort from both parties. Spoiled children do not form the basis for a successful marriage.
When both parties are Christ-centered, it is indeed a blessing and an omen of brighter days. When
the home is based on materialism or the pursuit of things, or the desire for money, the lack of
spiritual fervor is very evident.

Money, and its use, is at the top of the list of most counselors who deal with marital problems.
Credit cards and their misuse would certainly reflect on the breaking up of many homes. When
parents fail to teach the importance of paying debts, they do greatly err and help to form the grave

problems that will plague their children’s future. The greedy concept of covetousness has
overwhelmed so many young couples. Colossians 3:5 calls this idolatry! When we apply the
principle of Psalm 85:10 to the way young couples should think, we find ingredients of godliness
that should conquer desire for grandeur.

Wise parents, rather than wanting for their offspring a big house, fine cars and social standing,
should say with 3 John 4, “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.” More
and more today we see the break-up of marriages due to flirtations at work, that destroy trust and
often lead to adultery. Internet romances and the hedonism promulgated by television, Hollywood
and the pornography business also play a major role in the breakup of marriages. A lack of Bible
reading and indifference toward worship and active participation as members of the church of the
Lord cause many couples to have very little convictions in the realm of godliness. It is of
monumental concern by godly elders, Bible teachers, and gospel preachers to observe the decline
in spirituality in our day.

Young couples need to know that the proper place for sensual desires and fulfillment is in
marriage. 1 Corinthians 7:1-5 distinctly teaches this, and we need to honor this as we honor all Bible
lessons. Here is another realm that demands tender and loving care for each other, rather than just
selfish gratification. Marriage should be the vestibule of heaven (Ephesians 5:22-23), but sadly, it
is all too often “hell on earth.” Let’s make our home a foretaste of glory divine!

The New Birth

Tom Moore

Our world is filled with erroneous views concerning the new birth, or what it means to be born
again as mentioned in John 3:1-5. The proper understanding of these verses begins in John 2:23-24,
“Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when
they saw the miracles which he did. But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew
all men.” They were a people who “believed on” Jesus, but who were rejected by the Lord because
they had “faith only.” The failure of those “believers in his name” to be accepted by Jesus was due
to the fact that no one was ever accepted upon the basis of faith alone — obedience has always been
required. One of the things that one must have in addition to faith is to experience the new birth, and
this is the subject of John 3:1-5.

Nicodemus, a Pharisee and a leader in the Sanhedrin, “came to Jesus by night,” (John 3:1-2).
Perhaps, he chose the night for he feared his associates on the Sanhedrin, or it may be that he wanted
to enjoy an uninterrupted conversation with Jesus. Nicodemus knew that Jesus was “a teacher come
from God,” because of all the miracles that he had seen or heard that Jesus had performed.
Nicodemus believed that Jesus was “a teacher come from God,” — he had faith, but there would be
more required of him. 



In response to Nicodemus’ admittance of faith, Jesus says, “You must be born again” (John 3:5).
Jesus wanted Nicodemus to realize that “except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
heaven.” This emphasizes the absolute necessity of the new birth. It is not merely true that one
cannot enter God’s kingdom without the new birth — but he cannot even see it! The requirement
here stated by Jesus was actually a demand that Nicodemus forsake all this world has to offer and
enter a totally new way of life. 

This was a shocking requirement for Nicodemus, and at this point in time, he was not able to
accept it, for he said, “How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his
mother’s womb, and be born?” (John 3:4). 

Jesus then says, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). One cannot partake of the new birth, and thus
enter the kingdom, unless water and Spirit are involved. What, then, is meant by being born of the
“water and of the Spirit”? 

Paul taught that the Almighty “hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated
us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14). This teaches us that one must be in the kingdom (the
church) to be saved. 

Scripture teaches us that one must believe, repent, confess the name of Christ, and be baptized
to obtain salvation (John 3:16, Luke 13:3, Romans 10:10; Mark 16:16). Jesus tells us that to enter
the kingdom one must be “born of the water and of the Spirit.” Since things equal to the same things
are equal to each other, it follows that to be “born of the water and of the Spirit” is to believe in
Christ, repent of one’s sins, confess one’s faith in Christ, and to be baptized in water for the
remission of sins (Acts 2:38). John 3:5 teaches figuratively what Acts 2:38 literally says. To be
“born again” simply means to obey the gospel plan of salvation.

Many today that deny baptism its proper role in the new birth state that “water” in John 3:5
means something other than baptism. But it is important to note that the only water in the religion
of Jesus is water baptism. To deny that John 3:5 speaks of baptism is to be dishonest and to be
willingly blind to the truth.

To be born “of the Spirit” occurs by obeying the words of the Holy Spirit, and today these words
are revealed only in the Bible. This is clearly seen in 1 Peter 1:22-23, “Seeing ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one
another with a pure heart fervently: Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” 

We hear much today of “born again Christians” — this would be like saying I am a “Christian
Christian,” or I am “born again born again.” The truth is, if you are a Christian it is because you have
been born again — that is, you have believed the Gospel by being baptized, immersed in water for
the remission of sins. When those on the day of Pentecost took part in the new birth (baptized for
the remission of sins), they were added to the Lord’s church (Acts 2:47) — His kingdom. Friends,
have you taken part in the new birth?

Observations and Concerns
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Wednesday, Sep. 18 Sunday, Sep. 22 AM Sunday, Sep. 22 PM

Announcements Bill Dilks Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen

Prayer Bill Dilks Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen

Song Leader Ross Swearingen Ross Swearingen Doyle Jackson

Lord’s Supper (speaker) Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson

Lord’s Supper Doyle Jackson

Lesson Doyle Jackson Bill Dilks Chuck Northrop

Prayer Bill Dilks Chuck Northrop Bill Dilks

Door Attendant Ross Swearingen Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson
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September 18, 2024

Welcome Visitors! We are so glad you chose to be with us.

Praise in Psalm: “I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever”
(Psalm 145:1). 

Declaration of Appreciation: Let us be thankful for gospel meetings and lectureships. They
provide wonderful times of encouragement, growth, and fellowship.

Our gospel meeting was a time of encouragement and growth. Thank you to all who supported it in
various ways. The lessons are all available on our YouTube page.

Thank you to those who have signed up for different areas of service on the sign-up sheets in the
foyer.

Ladies’ Day: The Abundant Life; September 21, 2024; Whispering Hills; Laura Boyd.

Gospel Meeting: September 22-26, 2024; Whispering Hills; Brooks Boyd.

Gospel Meeting: Strengthening the Body; October 12-16, 2024; Azalea; Jamie Beller.

Remember in Prayer:

< Glen Beaman, brother of Dicie Jackson, learned his cancer has progressed. He is still healing
from surgery and will hopefully be able to have treatments soon. 

< Margie Casebolt, mother of Jody Northrop, had a severe tooth infection. The tooth was
extracted, and she is doing better. 

Extended Prayer List: Joyce Cash – health difficulties; Dan & Marcella Dennis  – health issues;
Bill Dilks – cancer; Sammy Gray – health concerns; Andy & Nelda Hudson – health struggles;
Dicie Jackson – health difficulties; Darla Smith – declining health; Pat Taylor – health issues;
Ed Dindy – cancer; Jarretta Gray – personal issues; Betty Jackson – health struggles; Christina
Jackson – awaiting knee surgery; Sam Orr – health difficulties; Steve Shaffer – health problems.


