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“Irreducible Complexity”

Jon Gary Williams

The principle of “irreducible complexity” provides a death blow to the so-called theory of
organic evolution. But what is irreducible complexity? Simply stated, irreducible complexity means
that the complexity of a functional system cannot be reduced without destroying the system itself.

The common mousetrap, though simple in design, is an example for it has a degree of
complexity. It is made up of a platform, a spring, a hammer, a holding bar and a catch, all of which
must function properly in order for the mousetrap to work. If any of its parts are removed or
rendered incomplete the mousetrap is useless. Hence, every part must be in place and fully
functional. The complexity of the mousetrap cannot be reduced without defeating its purpose.

Throughout the living world, animals and plants contain an innumerable number of complex
systems. As with the mousetrap, in order for these systems to function, every part of them must be
complete.

Consider the system of sight in man. Human sight is made up of the eyeball (containing the
cornea, the lens, and the retina), the optic nerve, the midbrain junction, nerve fibers and the occipital
lobe. With all these parts working together man is provided with the remarkable ability to see.
However, if even one of these parts is removed or rendered incomplete, there can be no sight. Every
part must be in place and fully functional. The complexity of the system of sight cannot be reduced
without disabling its purpose — irreducible complexity!

However, this is the very thing that evolution requires — reducible complexity! Looking at
evolution in reverse, it presumes that if the system of sight evolved, at some point in the past, the

parts of this system must have been reduced and, hence, less complex — meaning the system itself
would be useless. There is no escaping this conclusion!

And remember, the principle of irreducible complexity applies to all of man’s organs — the
brain, the heart, the lungs and so on. None of these systems could function if their complexity was
reduced — but this is what evolution says should have been the case.

And then, when applying this principle to the entire organic world, the problem for evolution
is multiplied many trillions of times over.

There never could have been a time when any of the complex systems of the living world were
less complex? Hence, evolution could never have happened. It is just that simple!

On several occasions I have challenged evolutionists with this argument. In every instance, they
had never heard of it and were at loss to give a response.

The sad truth is that evolutionists must face the fact that evolution and the principle of
“irreducible complexity” are mutually exclusive. End of story!

— via Seek the Old Paths

Disagreeing with God Is Fatal Business

Roger D. Campbell

The prophet Jeremiah preached to a generation of God’s people that God Himself described in
this fashion: “But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart. They are revolted and gone”
(Jeremiah 5:23). How did the nation of Judah manifest such a rebellious spirit? One way in which
she did so was by flatly contradicting what Jehovah said.

In response to God’s warning of an impending doom for Judah if she did not return to Him,
some of the Jews declared, “...neither shall evil come upon us, neither shall we see sword nor
famine” (Jeremiah 5:12). Note what was taking place: Jehovah through Jeremiah proclaimed, ...for
I'will bring evil from the north, and a great destruction” (Jeremiah 4:6, emphasis mine). Despite this,
some of the Jews persisted in saying that such evil would not come upon them (5:12). Somebody
was dead wrong about whether or not evil was going to come upon the nation, and it was not God!
Again, some of the Jews stated, “...neither shall we see sword nor famine” (5:12). But God basically
said, “Oh, yes you will.” In foretelling of the Babylonians coming to destroy the nation of Judah,
God said, “...they shall impoverish thy fenced cities, wherein thou trustedst, with the sword” (5:17).
Was the sword going to come to destroy the nation of Judah? The people said, “No,” but God said,
“Yes, it will.” Somebody was wrong, and again, it was not the Lord!

These two simple examples from the Book of Jeremiah plainly show that it is possible that even
some of God’s own children will disagree with His inspired message. It is dangerous business, yea,
fatal business, to disagree with God! It just does not pay. Judah was destroyed for having such a
revolting and rebellious heart. How sad. It didn’t have to be that way.



Friends, we must respect what the Lord says. We must accept His message in its entirety.
Whatever the Bible says about events that took place in the past, we need to accept it. Did God
create heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is in six days? Many of our time say, “No,” but
God said He did! (Exodus 20:11). If God said it, then that settles it! God does not lie (Titus 1:2).

What about future events? Will Jesus really come again? Many scoffers don’t think so (2 Peter
3:3,4), but the Bible says otherwise: “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout...” (1 Thessalonians 4:17). Will Jesus one day judge all men? Again, many people say, “No,”
but God’s answer is, “Yes, He will.” Hear what is written: “For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that everyone may receive the things done in his body, according to that he
hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10).

If a person disagrees with what God says, then he/she will not be willing to obey His word. Not
obeying His word will cause one to be lost eternally (2 Thessalonians 1:8,9). Yes, disagreeing with
God is fatal business. May we all humble ourselves before Him and with meekness receive His
word, which is able to save our souls (James 1:21).

Run the Race

Tom Moore

There is an old story about the Greek Marathon. Muscular, conditioned runners paced nervously
near the starting line for the long-distance race. The time was near. They “shook out” their muscles,
inhaled deeply, and put on their “game faces.” In the midst of it all, a young stranger took his place
at the starting line. His physique was awesome. Taking no notice of the other contestants, he stared
straight ahead. Two prizes would be awarded the winner of the Marathon: a magnificent bouquet
of flowers and the honor of standing beside the king until the conclusion of other contests. There
seemed to be no question among the runners about who would win the prize. It is alleged that the
stranger was offered money not to run. Someone else attempted to bribe him with property. Refusing
the offers, he toed the mark and awaited the signal to run. When the signal was given, he was the
first away. At the finish line, he was the first to cross, well ahead of the rest. When it was all done,
someone asked the young man if he thought the flowers were worth as much as the money and
property he had refused. He replied, “I did not enter the race for the flowers. I ran so that I could
stand beside my king!”

Friends this is why we run the Christian race — so that we can one day stand by the King of
kings. The Hebrews writer declared, “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let
us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our
faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1-2). Do not allow the cares of this world
to beset us, or weigh us down. Let us keep our eyes on the goal of standing beside the King.

Observations and (Concerns

September 4, 2024
Welcome Visitors! We are delighted to have you as our guests.
Praise in Psalm: “O give thanks to the Lord of lords: for his mercy endureth for ever” (Psalm 136:3).

Declaration of Appreciation: We appreciate all the lessons and all who spoke on the Summer
Series this year. It was a great series of lessons and most beneficial.

The lesson this evening for the Summer Series on the “Beatitudes of the Old Testament” is “The
Blessing of the Remnant of God’s People” (Zechariah 8:11-13). The speaker is Chuck Northrop.
This is the last evening of the Summer Series.

Our monthly youth devo is scheduled for Friday, September 6" at 6:00 PM at the church building.
Please bring finger foods to share.

Our Gospel Meeting with Hank Lawrence begins next Sunday, September 8. The topic is Faithful
in a Foreign Land, Lessons from Daniel. Brochures are available in the foyer.

Our monthly potluck luncheon is this Sunday, September 8, after morning services.
There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the foyer to provide a lunch meal for our guest speaker.

Our sympathy is extended to the family of Patricia Wallace upon her passing. Patricia was a former
member of this congregation. Her funeral service was this past week.

Remember in Prayer:
» We are thankful Bill Dilks is recovering well from gallbladder surgery.
» Lynn Dilks was unwell this past Lord’s Day but is doing better.
» Pat Taylor had surgery on her carotid artery and is recovering at home.

» Glen Beaman, brother of Dicie Jackson, learned his cancer has progressed. He is not able to
do treatment at this time.
» The Whittle Family is going through various struggles.

Extended Prayer List: Joyce Cash — health difficulties; Dan & Marcella Dennis — health issues;
Bill Dilks — cancer; Sammy Gray — health concerns; Andy & Nelda Hudson — health struggles;
Dicie Jackson — health difficulties; Darla Smith — declining health; Pat Taylor — health issues;
Ed Dindy — cancer; Jarretta Gray — personal issues; Betty Jackson —health struggles; Christina
Jackson — awaiting knee surgery; Sam Orr—health difficulties; Steve Shaffer —health problems.

Assignments
Schedule of Services Wednesday, Sep. 4 Sunday, Sep. 8 AM Sunday, Sep. 8 PM
Sundays Announcements Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen Bill Dilks
Bible Classes . ... 9:30 AM Prayer Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen Bill Dilks
Worship........ 10:30 AM Song Leader Bill Dilks Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen
Worship......... 5:00 PM Lord’s Supper (speaker) Chris Nelson Chris Nelson
Wednesdays Lord’s Supper Chuck Northrop
Bible Classes . ... 7:00 PM Lesson Chuck Northrop Hank Lawrence Hank Lawrence
Website: oologahcofc.org Prayer Chris Nelson Bill Dilks Doyle Jackson
Door Attendant Ross Swearingen Chuck Northrop Doyle Jackson




