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Contrasts, Not Contradictions

Jerry Dickison

When the apostle Paul was in Athens on Mars Hill, he said, “The times of ignorance
therefore God overlooked; but now he commandeth men that they should all everywhere
repent” (Acts 17:30). When the Bible speaks of God, it frequently does so in contrasting
terms: goodness and mercy — mercy and justice — patience and vengeance. Brethren, these
terms contrast, but they do not contradict. God is patient because He doesn’t wish that any
should perish — but the day of the Lord will come one day. The apostle Peter wrote,

“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some count slackness; but is
longsuffering to you-ward, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should come
to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief; in the which the heavens
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent
heat, and the earth and the works that are therein shall be burned up” (2 Peter 3:9-10).

It is because that day is coming (in which He will judge the world in righteousness) that He
commands us to repent (Acts 17:30). The reason He commands all men everywhere to repent
is because “all we like sheep have gone astray” (Isaiah 53:6). It is still true that “...all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

The word “repent” means to “turn around — to change your thinking,” which results in
changing your conduct and your direction in life. God commands this because He sees us
going the wrong way — a way that leads to destruction, so He warns us to turn around before
it is too late — forever! Think about these things. ¢

I Am Glad

Jerry Joseph

Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 16:17-18, “For I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and
Fortunatus and Achaicus; for that which was lacking on your part they have supplied. For
they have refreshed my spirit and yours; therefore acknowledge ye them that are such.” Paul
said that some had responded to his needs, by refreshing his spirit. He therefore could write,
“For I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus...”

Every child of God needs his spirit refreshed from time to time. We all need
encouragement in living the Christian life. We have a race to run, a battle to fight and a life
to live (Hebrews 12:1-2; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; Philippians 1:21).

Along the way there are going to be setbacks and obstacles to hinder and discourage us.
We may therefore begin to think that it would be better just to quit than to faithfully pursue
that Heavenly Home. Some today have done just that. They are like the disciples as
described in John 6:66, “From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no
more with him.” They have lost the joy of their own salvation. Let us take heed and examine
ourselves that we never reach that state.

Whenever we begin to feel that no one is around to “refresh our spirits” let us never
forget as children of God how thankful and glad we should be to have the Bible to turn to
and be “refreshed.” We can always depend upon the Bible because...

* It is Authored by God (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21). Therefore I know that I
can trust and rely upon it to guide me in this life and help me make proper preparation
for eternity.

* It is Authoritative (Colossians 3:17; 2 Timothy 3:16-17). One does not have to guess
and speculate what needs to be done in life to please God. We can look to the Bible.

» Itis All-sufficient (2 Peter 1:3; John 12:48). One does not have to look to anything else
spiritually for guidance and direction.

 Itis Abiding (Matthew 24:35). There are things that deteriorate, pass away but not true
with God’s Word. As long as this world stands, we have something to help us.

» It is Apprehending (Ephesians. 3:4; 5:17). How glad we ought to be that we can
understand the Bible as we read and study it. How sad and tragic it would be to know
that God has given us His Word to guide us; direct us and prepare us for Heaven, but it
cannot be understood.

Because of what the Bible is, we are glad that when we are...



* Discouraged we can pick up the Bible and begin to read it for it “is able to build us up”
(Acts 20:32).

* Doubting we can read Matthew 6:24-33 and be refreshed.
* Disturbed with the problems of life, we can read Romans 8 and feel secured.
» Distressed with a troubled heart, we can find solace in reading John 14:1-6.

» Drifting away because our faith is growing weak, we can read Hebrews 11 and be
encouraged by the great saints of old.

* Dealing with temptation, and it seems it is too much, and we can read 1 Corinthians
10:13 and see there is a way out.

* Deserted by those around us, and we feel we are all alone in this life, and we can read
Psalms 23 and know there is ONE who is with us who really does care (1 Peter 5:7).

 Distraught with the guilt of sin we can find the solution in God’s Word and be delivered
spiritually when we submit our will to His Will (Hebrews 2:9; 5:8-9; 1 Timothy 2:4;
Romans 1:16-17; Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 5:8; Matthew 7:21; John 8:24; Luke 13:3;
Romans 10:9-10 and Mark 16:15-16).

How glad we should be for the “refreshing” words that are found within the BIBLE.

They Departed...By Themselves

Jeremy Northrop

To most Christians, Mark 6 contains a lot of familiar biblical accounts. Jesus first
commissioned his followers to go and preach repentance. The beheading of John the
baptizer, the feeding of the five thousand, and the incident when Jesus walked on water are
all recorded in Mark 6. In the midst of these events, there is recorded an interesting and often
overlooked event worthy of consideration. Mark 6:31-32 says, “And He said to them, ‘Come
aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.” For there were many coming and
going, and they did not even have time to eat. So they departed to a deserted place in the boat
by themselves.”

Jesus commanded them to go aside and rest. The masses were attracted to Jesus and His
followers. There would have been a lot to be attracted to when Jesus miraculously fed the
five thousand or any of the other miracles recorded in scripture. Yet on this occasion, Jesus
made sure the disciples were able to get aside and spend some time alone. They were
instructed by Christ to spend time with each other to rest and encourage one another. The
same is necessary today if Christians are going to be in the world but not of the world (see
John 15:19). It is a blessing and even necessary for Christians to come together, away from
the world, for spiritual renewal. The assemblies provide such an opportunity.

Observations and (Concerns
August 21, 2024

Welcome Visitors! Thank you for being with us in worship today.

Praise in Psalm: “O give thanks unto the LORD; for %e is good: for his mercy endureth for ever”
(Psalm 136:1).

Declaration of Appreciation: Thanks is extended to all who quietly pray daily for the work of the
Oologah church.

The Summer Series on the “Beatitudes of the Old Testament” continues. This evening’s lesson
is “The Blessing of Keeping Justice and Righteousness” (Isaiah 56:1-2). Ross Swearingen will
be the speaker.

Gospel Meeting: September 8—12 with Hank Lawrence. Flyers are available in the foyer.

Congratulations are extended to the family of Denise Hall on the birth of her grand-baby, Alvie Mae
Allbritton. Alvie is the daughter of Austin and Kanishia Allbritton and was born on July 3™,

Please check the bulletin board in the hallway for building cleaning sign-ups and other volunteer
opportunities.

Remember in Prayer:

» It was great to see Bill Dilks on Sunday. He had gallbladder surgery last Wednesday. He is
currently in Hillcrest South Hospital in Tulsa. He went in yesterday, and they plan to do some
tests and possibly a procedure before he is released.

» Andy Hudson was ill this past Lord’s Day.

» Pat Taylor had surgery on her carotid artery. She had some complications and had to stay in
the hospital longer than expected, but she is at home now.

» Glen Beaman, brother of Dicie Jackson, learned his cancer has advanced. He is not able to
do treatments at this time.

» The Whittle Family is going through family struggles.

Assignments
Schedule of Services Wednesday, Aug. 21 Sunday, Aug. 25 AM Sunday, Aug. 25 PM

Sundays Announcements Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen

Bible Classes .. .. 9:30 AM Prayer Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen
Worship........ 10:30 AM Song Leader Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen Doyle Jackson
Worship......... 5:00 PM Lord’s Supper (speaker) Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson

Wednesdays Lord’s Supper Doyle Jackson

Bible Classes . ... 7:00 PM Lesson Ross Swearingen Michael Bonner Chuck Northrop
Website: oologahcofc.org Prayer Doyle Jackson Doyle Jackson Chris Nelson
Door Attendant Chris Nelson Chris Nelson Chris Nelson




