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Love for the Truth

James W. Boyd

Second Thessalonians 2:10, “And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that
perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.” This is
descriptive of the lost who, because of unrighteousness, do not love the truth and therefore
will not be saved; at least in that condition.

We need a clear understanding what we are to love. There is truth in many areas such as
medicine, geography, history, etc. We want truth in every area, but especially truth regarding
the soul. We are admonished to love a certain truth. Notice the list:

1. The truth of God (Romans 1:25);

2. The truth of Christ (2 Corinthians 11:10);

3. The word of God (John 17:17);

4. The truth of the gospel (Galatians 2:5);

5. The truth that Jesus personified (John 14:6);

6. All the commandments of God (Psalm 119:151).

The Necessity of Knowledge

Can we love truth unless we know what the truth is? We can want the truth, but we
cannot love what we have never heard just as we cannot believe having never heard. We
need knowledge of the truth before we can love it. Some contend nobody can know the

truth,0 and they know that such a contention is the truth! Can you imagine that? Some even
say there is no such thing as truth, and even if there is, we cannot ever know what it is. They
say trying to discover the truth is like looking for a black cat in a dark room that is not even
there anyway. How do they know that is true? Where did they learn that?

But we can know the truth (John 8:32). There were those in New Testament times who
knew the truth (2 John 1). Some were walking in truth (3 John 4). How could this be said if
nobody could know about truth?

The things God created are to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and
know the truth (1 Timothy 4:3). Hebrews 10:26 mentions those who willfully sinned even
after knowing the truth. Not only can we know the truth, but we can understand it (Ephesians
3:1-5). A mystery is something that may not be known but can be known. The truth here is
called the “mystery of Christ,” meaning, the truth of Christ was once unknown because it
was unrevealed, but now it can be known because it has been revealed. It is no longer a

mystery.

Just how much Biblical evidence does one need to refute this foolishness that we cannot
know the truth? But the big question is: will we know it? When we do, will we love it? Many
learn it and come to know it but never love it.

Motive

What is our motive for knowing the truth? The truth can set us free from the Law of
Moses (Romans 7). It sets us free from the law of sin and death (Romans 8). It grants to us
liberty in Christ (John 8:32). Are not these reasons enough for us to love the truth?

In addition, it is by the truth that the heart is purified (1 Peter 1:22). We are sanctified,
set apart, made holy, by the truth (John 17:17). We are saved by the word of truth (James
1:21). Peter went to the house of Cornelius to preach the Gospel to them. Cornelius had been
told they would be saved by the words Peter spoke (Acts 11:14). Peter’s preaching enabled
them to hear the word of the Gospel, believe, obey and be saved (Acts 15:7).

The Gospel is the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16). We want to be saved
from sin, but there is no salvation apart from hearing, believing and obeying the truth (Acts
18:8). There is no “new birth” without being begotten and we are begotten by the word (1
Peter 1:3). How much more motivation does a person need or expect to have a love for the
truth?

Everyone, however, does not love the truth as is evident from our opening text, and as
we can observe in daily living. Preaching the truth can even make enemies (Galatians 4:16).
Some turn their ears away from the truth (2 Timothy 4:4). James 3:14 says some do what is



unthinkable but do it anyway; that is, lie against the truth. Some in Galatia to whom Paul
wrote were not walking uprightly according to the truth (Galatians 2:14).

Love in Attitude and Action

Love is an emotion and an attitude that demonstrates itself by word and deed. How do
we know we love the truth? This is something that considers the heart of man. If we love the
truth we will believe and obey it. We will never exchange the truth for a lie. Proverbs 23:23
says, “Buy the truth and sell it not.” We will strive to live harmoniously with the truth.
Loving the truth is the result of a deliberate choice. Living the truth is also a choice. Those
of our opening text neither loved nor lived the truth.

When we love the truth, we will search for it where it can be found —in the word of God,
the Bible. Like the noble Bereans, we will search the Scriptures daily. We will consider truth
the most valuable commodity to possess. We will receive the truth as did those on Pentecost.
Paul told the brethren in Thessalonica, “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to
salvation through the sanctification and belief of the truth” (2 Thessalonians 2:13). We will
be of the disposition that once truth is established. We will accept it and hold to it.

Like the early Christians, we will be willing to suffer for the truth. Many of them gave
their lives for the truth. “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute, and say
all manner of evil against you, for my sake” (Matthew 5:11). Suffering for the truth has been
the history of Christians. We can expect persecution (2 Timothy 3:12).

Along with that, we will have a strong desire to proclaim the truth to others that they also
might be saved. Concern for the souls of others is a characteristic of Christians. We will
never be ashamed of truth even as we live in a skeptical and wicked world that is hostile to
the truth. We will speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15).

Finally, but Not the Least

When we love the truth, we will defend the truth. There have always been those who
attack the truth. Such exists now and will exist until the Lord comes again. Jude 3 urges that
we contend earnestly for the faith. Paul was set for the defense of the Gospel (Philippians
1:17). Some will wrest, twist, malign and misrepresent the truth. Error cannot be tolerated
because “a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump” (1 Corinthians 5:6). Error will take away
the church, salvation, heaven, not only for us but for those loved ones who follow after us.

We have different abilities and capacities for defending the truth, and there are different
weapons. Not everyone is skillful with every weapon. But we must resign ourselves to fight
for the truth because that is the will of God. The psalmist wrote, “O how love I thy law! It
is my meditation all the day” (Psalm 119:97).

Observations and (Concerns

August 7, 2024

Welcome Visitors! It is our Honor to Honor YOU as our welcomed guests.

Praise in Psalm: “Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the name of the LORD; praise 4im, O ye servants
of the LORD” (Psalm 135:1).

Declaration of Appreciation: Within any congregation, there are those who quietly do things
without others knowing. For them, we are truly grateful.

The lesson this evening for the Summer Series on the “Beatitudes of the Old Testament” is “The
Blessing of Sowing Peace” (Isaiah 32:16-20). The speaker is Bill Dilks.

Our monthly potluck luncheon is this Sunday, August 11, after morning services. All are
encouraged to stay!

Sonshiners will resume Sunday evening, August 11 at 4:40.
Remember in Prayer:

» Bill Dilks is scheduled to have his gallbladder removed on August 14th at Hillcrest in
Claremore.

» Dicie Jackson and Kathy Orr were both ill this past Lord’s Day.
» Pat Taylor is scheduled for surgery on her carotid artery on August 14th.

» Jarretta Gray, sister-in-law of Sammy and Nelda, is having some personal issues as well as
health problems.

» Christina Jackson, daughter-in-law of Doyle and Dicie, is awaiting a knee replacement
surgery.

» Sophia Moses is going through physical therapy for her hand injury. We are thankful to God
it is healing well.

Assignments
Schedule of Services Wednesday, Aug. 7 Sunday, Aug. 11 AM Sunday, Aug. 11 PM
Sundays Announcements Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen Bill Dilks
Bible Classes . ... 9:30 AM Prayer Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen Bill Dilks
Worship........ 10:30 AM Song Leader Doyle Jackson Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen
Worship......... 5:00 PM Lord’s Supper (speaker) Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson
Wednesdays Lord’s Supper Chris Nelson
Bible Classes . ... 7:00 PM Lesson Bill Dilks Bill Dilks Chuck Northrop
Website: oologahcofc.org Prayer Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson Doyle Jackson
Door Attendant Ross Swearingen Chuck Northrop Doyle Jackson




