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Compassion of God

Roger D. Campbell

No study of the Creator’s character is complete without considering His compassion. His
compassion is His pity toward mankind, His mercy for those who face hardships, regardless
of their cause. 

Would you be surprised if I told you that in the English Bible, the word “compassion”
is used about the same number of times in the Old Testament as it is in the New? Yes, the
Lord is compassionate now, but He always has been that kind of being...His nature never
changes (Malachi 3:6).

The Psalmist declared, “But you, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious,
longsuffering and abundant in mercy and truth” (Psalm 86:15). Another psalm states, “The
LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and great in mercy” (Psalm 145:8).

Did you notice that each of the verses quoted above speak of the Lord God being “full”
of compassion? Rather than being stingy with compassion, God’s cup of compassion is
overflowing!

Another observation from the Psalms passages: we see the Lord’s compassion connected
with mercy. That is true throughout the Bible. For instance, in Lamentations 3:22, we read,
“...For He will show compassion according to the multitude of His mercies.” The
compassion-mercy connection is seen again in Romans 9:15: “I will have mercy on
whomsoever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomsoever I will have

compassion.” We see mercy and compassion linked together during Jesus’ earthly ministry.
More than once, we read that a person asked Jesus to have mercy on him, and the Bible states
that our Lord’s response was to show compassion on them (cf. a case in Matthew 20:30-34).
Compassion was mercy, and mercy was compassion.

What are some Old Testament examples of the Lord showing compassion? When the
Israelites in the wilderness were not faithful to God’s covenant in the days of Moses, “But
He, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity and did not destroy them. Yes, many a
time He turned His anger away and did not stir up all His wrath” (Psalm 78:37,38). What
does this information indicate? God had compassion on Israel multiple times, and because
of His compassion, He forgave them. The idea of compassion providing forgiveness is
restated in Micah 7:18,19, where it is written, “...Because He delights in mercy. He will
again have compassion on us...You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.” How
amazing is that?!

If the Israelites chose to rebel against Jehovah, He said He would drive them to various
nations. But, He also promised that if they later would return to Him with all their heart, He
would bring them back from captivity and have compassion on them (Deuteronomy 30:3).
After many Israelites were taken captive to Babylon, He kept His promise and showed His
compassion by bringing them back to their homeland (Jeremiah 29:10; Ezra 1:1-4).

Before the Babylonians hauled multitudes of Jews into exile, Jehovah showed
compassion to His people. How? Judah was steeped in idolatry and other forms of rebellious
conduct. Despite that, what did God do? He “sent warnings to them by His messengers,
rising up early and sending them, because He had compassion on His people and on His
dwelling place” (2 Chronicles 36:15). Sadly, His people rejected His messengers and the
mercy that the Lord offered.

In Jesus’ Parable of the Unmerciful Servant (Matthew 18:23-35), the king in that story
showed compassion on a servant by forgiving that servant’s enormous debt to the king
(18:27). The forgiving king represents God and how He, by His mercy, forgives men’s debt,
which is their sin against Him.

Under the new covenant, how does the Lord God demonstrate His compassion? First, by
giving ungodly sinners, who are His enemies, the opportunity to receive forgiveness through
Jesus (Romans 5:6,8,10). Second, by giving His children the opportunity to have ongoing
forgiveness as they walk in the light (1 John 1:7,9). Third, by being longsuffering with His
children when they struggle. Finally, by giving His wayward children a way to come back
to Him. And when they do, like the father of the prodigal son, He remembers their sins no
more (Hebrews 8:12).

How should we respond to God’s compassion? Let us be grateful for it, praise Him for
it, imitate it, walk humbly with Him, and tell others about it!



Tychicus — Delivering Messages

Jeremy Northrop

 Tychicus was the type of person willing to do the seemingly lesser job in order for the
overall purpose of Christ to be accomplished. He is mentioned five times in the New
Testament. Yet, a close look at the times he is mentioned reveals his character. Tychicus was
the type of person who was willing to do what needed to be done.

In Acts 20:4, the Bible says, “And Sopater of Berea accompanied him [Paul] to Asia –
also Aristarchus and Secundus of the Thessalonians, and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy, and
Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia.” The passage mentions men who went with Paul to Asia
and waited for him at Troas, including Tychicus. These men wanted to follow Paul’s
example of mission work.

Tychicus is mentioned in Ephesians 6:21, “But that you also may know my affairs and
how I am doing, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make all
things known to you.” Paul wanted the Ephesians to know how he was doing. Tychicus was
willing to deliver messages for Paul so the brethren could be informed. Paul described
Tychicus as, “a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord.” He stands as an example
to Christians. Colossians 4:7 describes Tychicus as “...a beloved brother, faithful minister,
and fellow servant in the Lord.” If the estimated dates of Ephesians, Colossians, and
2 Timothy are accurate, Paul sent Tychicus to Ephesus more than once. Tychicus was willing
to go where Paul needed. 

Paul mentioned Tychicus in Titus 3:12, “When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicus, be
diligent to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there.” Paul asked
Titus to come to him and was willing to send one of two men, including Tychicus, to take
over his work. Again, Tychicus was willing to go where Paul needed him to go. 

Not much is revealed about Tychicus. What is revealed is his heart to work which is an
example for all Christians.

The Bible
This Book unfolds Jehovah’s mind;
This Book salutes in accents kind;
This Friend our needs will amply meet;
This Foundation sends forth joys sweet.

This Mine affords us boundless wealth;
This Good Physician gives us health;
This Sun renews and warms the soul;
This Sword both wounds and makes us whole.

This Letter shows our sins forgiven;
This Guide conducts us safe to heaven;
This Charter has been sealed with blood; 
This Volume is the Word of God.
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Observations and Concerns

Assignments

Wednesday, July 10 Sunday, July 14 AM Sunday, July 14 PM

Announcements Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen Bill Dilks

Prayer Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen Bill Dilks

Song Leader Doyle Jackson Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen

Lord’s Supper (speaker) Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson

Lord’s Supper Chris Nelson

Lesson Bill Dilks Bill Dilks Chuck Northrop

Prayer Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson Doyle Jackson

Door Attendant Ross Swearingen Chuck Northrop Doyle Jackson
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Sundays

Bible Classes . . . . 9:30 AM

Worship . . . . . . . . 10:30 AM

Worship . . . . . . . . . 5:00 PM

Wednesdays

Bible Classes . . . . 7:00 PM
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July 10, 2024

Welcome Visitors! We are grateful you have decided to visit us today.

Praise in Psalm: “And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with
his glory; Amen, and Amen” (Psalm 72:19).

Declaration of Appreciation: Often found within scripture are notes of appreciation for God’s
eternal word. Let us give thanks for the “wondrous things” of His law (Psalm 119:18).

The lesson this evening for the Summer Series on the “Beatitudes of the Old Testament” is “The
Blessing of Salvation in Israel” (Deuteronomy 33:29). The speaker is Bill Dilks. 

Our monthly Youth Devo is scheduled for Friday, July 12th at 6:00 PM at the Oologah church
building. Please bring a sweet or side to go with tacos. 

Please note: the time for the Lord’s Day evening service is 5:00. 

Our monthly potluck luncheon is this Sunday after morning services. All are encouraged to stay! 

Remember in Prayer:

< Dan Dennis was scheduled to have an MRI earlier today. No results yet. 

< Jarretta Gray, sister-in-law of Sammy and Nelda, is having some personal issues as well as
health problems. 

< Christina Jackson, daughter-in-law of Doyle and Dicie, is awaiting a knee replacement
surgery. 

< Sophia Moses severely injured her hand and had surgery to repair it. Sophia is 10 years old,
and her family worships with the Lord’s church in Ramona. 

< Steve Shaffer, friend of the Dilks, is experiencing health problems. 


