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“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you...” Matthew 28:20
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TOO LATE!

John Shafer

It was a day not unlike most. It was a time when the church would be coming together.
At least that’s what I thought. You see the door was locked and the building had been sold.

I do not remember when it started to happen. I do remember there was so much
enthusiasm when we first started meeting. We had a good number of those who attended. We
had fellowship outside of our weekly meetings. Everyone could hardly wait until the next
meeting time. Why we even had campaigns to invite others. We would go door to door with
invitations. We had good gospel meetings. What a joy when someone in the community
would visit and an even greater joy when someone was baptized!

Then a few of us started missing services occasionally. No, I do not mean just going out
of town and worshiping there, but just too tired or company had come to visit or some other
activity that kept me away from attending services. The first few times [ was feeling bad but
then I found out it just got easier and easier each time to miss.

Today I came just to see what was going on. But it was too late. You see others started
following my example and stopped attending too. No, the preaching was sound (except those
who stepped on my toes concerning attendance), and what was taught was right out of the
Bible. We just all stopped coming because our priorities changed. I never dreamed this day
would come in my lifetime.

Then I stopped and looked at my life. It certainly had not been what it should be. I was
the one who went from being excited about coming to services to being one who rarely came.

Then I awoke! Had this been nothing but a dream? No, I had awoken to eternity and
stood with nothing to say when I was told to go away. Too late!

What will we say on judgment day? What will be said to us?

“Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's
house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this
place of torment” (Luke 16:27-28). [ am an example only in this lifetime.

The Church of Christ Is Distinctive!

Johnny Ramsey

As one travels over the busy roadways in America and throughout the world, he is made
aware of the diversity of religious beliefs. Church buildings with various names written on
them testify to the division within the realm of spiritual matters. A few years ago I heard a
noted international evangelist say that there were 800 different churches on the earth today!
Twenty years (1963) ago a leading publisher in the United States issued a book listing 254
denominations in North America. Is this the epitome of what Jesus died for? No, it is directly
opposed to His prayer for oneness in Christianity (John 17:20-21). The apostle Paul
condemned such schism as carnal (1 Corinthians 1:10). In Ephesians 4:1-6 we have a divine
platform for unity as the Holy Spirit desire it to be. It is significant that our Lord promised
to build but one spiritual body or organism (Matthew 16:18). In the first century Paul, Peter,
James, John, Philip and Stephen were all members of the same church — the one Christ
purchased with His precious blood (Acts 20:28). It was distinct and unique then; the Lord’s
church is even so today!

There is no merit in being unusual just for the purpose of being odd. But, the church of
Christ is distinctive because it follows the Bible only as its guide. This makes the
organization, doctrine, worship and life of the church unique in the maze of religious
confusion.

Since the church is referred to over 500 times in the New Testament, heaven must be
concerned and vitally interested in the religion of Christ. We read in Ephesians, chapter five,
that the church is subject to Christ — not to the Pope, synod, or a creed book — but only to
the Lord. The very truth contributes greatly to the distinctiveness of Christ’s church. In
Ephesians 3:21 we learn that God is glorified “in the church” both now and eternally. Thus,
our present study is certainly incomparable in its worth.



Wherever men today obey the scriptures, the Lord’s church exists. If we do what men did
in the first century, under the instructions of the Scriptures, we will be exactly what they
were. They were Christians (1 Peter 4:16); they were members of the church of Christ
(Romans 16:16).

Another rebuttal is often stated in these words: “Too many years have elapsed since the
establishment of pure Christianity. The Dark Ages resulted in the loss of divine truth. We can
no longer be just Christians. We will have to be a member of some denomination today.”
Multiplied thousands adhere to such reasoning. But, is it true? Jehovah promised that His
word would not return void (Isaiah 55:11) and that the inspired Scriptures would make men
spiritually complete (2 Timothy 3:16-17). It therefore becomes a strange idea to believe that
God would allow the devil to triumph over divine truth so as to prevent the plan of
redemption for men. Among those who profess to follow the Bible this position is, in facts
untenable. We can be today what servants of Jesus were over 1900 years ago. The
intervening years have not hidden the power of the gospel. It is still the same message of
salvation (Romans 1:16).

Let us illustrate the plausible nature of what we are saying. Suppose that the game of
baseball would cease to be played for several centuries. If, in the year 2550, a man were to
follow minutely the baseball rule book of 1983, he could present to the people of his day the
exact game we play now. The elapse of time could not change the matter. And friends, the
same principle applies to Christianity. If we obey and teach and practice that religion
portrayed on the pages of the New Testament, we shall be members of the church.

Do We Sin When We Willfully Forsake
the Assembly of the Saints?

Barry Gilreath, Jr.

It is a sin to forsake the assembly of the saints. The Bible teaches such to be the case.
Consider eight reasons that validate this assertion.

1. It demonstrates a lack of concern for spiritual things (Romans 8:1-6).

. It involves choosing not to do good (James 4:17).

. It is a willful violation of an explicit command (Hebrews 10:24,25).

. It contributes to biblical ignorance (2 Timothy 2:15).

. It sets a bad example before our families and the church (1 Timothy 4:12).
. It discourages other Christians (Luke 17:1,2).

. It demonstrates wrong priorities (Matthew 6:33).
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. It is a sin that is premeditated with intent and plan (Romans 13:14).

Observations and (Concerns

June 26, 2024

Welcome Visitors! Please be sure and aware you are greatly appreciated.
Praise in Psalm: “O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people” (Psalm 117:1).

Declaration of Appreciation: We understand it is necessary to be assent from the assembly on
occasions, and we appreciate those who are willing to step in when needed.

The Summer Series on the “Beatitudes of the Old Testament” continue this evening with the
lesson “The Blessing of Mount Gerizim” (Deuteronomy 11:26-32; Joshua 8:33-35). The speaker
is Doyle Jackson.

Remember in Prayer:

» Jarretta Gray, sister-in-law of Nelda and Sammy, is having some personal issues as well as
health problems.

» Christina Jackson, daughter-in-law of Doyle and Dicie, recently had multiple surgeries on
her leg.

» Steve Shaffer, friend of the Dilks, is experiencing health problems.
» Zac Whittle and his family as they struggle through a difficult time.

Extended Prayer List: Jim Allison — health; Joyce Cash — health difficulties; Dan & Marcella
Dennis — health issues; Bill Dilks — cancer; Sammy Gray — health concerns; Andy & Nelda
Hudson — health struggles; Dicie Jackson — health difficulties; Chuck Northrop — blood
disorder; Darla Smith — declining health; Pat Taylor — health issues; Glen Beamen — cancer;
Sherry Carmona — health concerns; Ed Dindy — cancer; Karen & John Hughs — various
struggles; Betty Jackson — health struggles; Sam Orr — health difficulties.

July Birthdays and Anniversaries: Birthdays: 10 - Joyce Cash; Anniversaries: 2 - Chuck & Jody
Northrop; 26 - Dan & Marcella Dennis
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