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“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you...” Matthew 28:20
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The Everlasting Word

Hank Lawrence

The Bible can be described as the only rock in a world filled with sand. Power changes hands,
nations rise and fall, people live and die, but the Bible remains. It is the unchanging Word for an
ever-changing world. Jesus made it clear, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall
not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). Many have championed the idea that the Bible needs to change
with the times, or be rewritten to fit modern needs, all the while forgetting that our present is no
different than our past. Mankind is blinded by both ignorance and arrogance to believe we are
different than all previous generations. How quickly we tend to forget the past. The apostle Peter
wrote, “For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth,
and the flower thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word
which by the gospel is preached unto you” (1 Peter 1:24-25). When it comes to belief in the Word
of God, there are only two sides. A person either believes the Bible is the inspired Word of God
completely, or they do not. There is no middle ground or gray area in between. Which begs the
question, “Does the Bible need to be changed?”

Many “modern” lines of reasoning claim there is a need to change the Bible. The arguments run
far and wide, everything from “it’s thousands of years old, it cannot possibly fit modern times,” to
“the Bible is more of a set of guidelines that isn’t meant to be taken literally.” These arguments run
directly against what God tells us. Our arrogance in the modern generation is thinking we are
different from everyone else that came before us; “Those who cannot learn from history are doomed
to repeat it” (George Santayana). God does not change, and neither does His Word. In fact,
mankind’s nature doesn’t change either! There may be new approaches, but it is the same old sin!

They didn’t have internet access to pornography during the first century church, but they certainly
still had the sin of the lust of the flesh, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world” (1 John 2:16).

I’ve heard many modern arguments for “choosing the church of your choice,” but would we not
be so much better off to encourage people to “go to the church of God’s choice”? After all, we are
being judged by God’s Words, not my opinions or yours. There is only one body, and only one
church (Romans 12:5; Colossians 1:18, 24; 1 Corinthians 12:13, 27). However, throughout the ages,
man has strived to change God’s Word to fit their opinion or “fit the times.” The Lord says this type
of worldly worship will not be accepted, “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men” (Matthew 15:9).

If we are not following the Bible and Only the Bible, our worship will be in vain. No one is
worthy to add to, take away, or change the Inspired Word of God, because we are not God! The
apostle Paul stated, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). My friend, are you relying on
man’s opinion, or God’s Word? “Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be
found a liar” (Proverbs 30:6). Let us rely on the rock, and not on the shifting winds of popular
doctrine. Let us strive to follow the truth, and not what makes us feel the best. Let us look at the
Bible for all truth and put every doctrine we are following to the test. Are we following God’s Word
or mankind’s? “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy
name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matthew 7:21-23).

The Unattractive Christ

Frank Chesser

In describing Jesus the prophet declared, “he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall
see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him” (Isaiah 53:2). Jesus has never appealed to the
masses. Instead, “He is despised and rejected of men” (Isaiah 53:3). He came out of despised
Nazareth (John 1:46) and has been held in contempt ever since.

His doctrine is unattractive. There was a multitude in the bread line (John 6:26), but they quickly
vanished like darkness before light when Jesus got to the meat of the matter. “This is an hard saying”
(John 6:60), they declared, thus, “from that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no
more with him” (John 6:66).



The doctrine of Christ is too stringent and demanding for most people. They want freedom for
overt expression of fleshly desire. They want no restraints on their conduct and no demands on their
life. Their propensity for carnal indulgence creates a loathing for divine principles seeking to check
their course of life.

His kingdom is unattractive. The Jews were anticipating a physical kingdom and king whose
sword would crush the Roman yoke and reinstate the glory of Solomon’s era. How disappointed they
were to hear Jesus say, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). Premillennialism is Judaism
in new dress. The Jews were determined to force a physical scepter into the hand of Christ and man
today is still trying to finish what they started. The kingdom of Christ is spiritual. It is the church
of the living God, the only ark of safety for souls adrift on a sea of sin.

His way of life is unattractive. Without holiness, “no man shall see God” (Hebrews 12:14). The
masses have no desire for holiness. They would be happy to go to Heaven if God would allow them
to do as they please along the way. The world is in love with itself. The flesh is king. Man is
determined to sit at the Devil’s table and feast on the delicacies of sin. But “What will ye do in the
end thereof” (Jeremiah 5:31).

What Is Great Gain?

Jesse Dickison

We read the following words from the pen of the apostle Paul: “But godliness with contentment
is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). When Paul wrote to Titus, his son in the faith, he said, “For the grace
of God hath appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us, to the intent that, denying un
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and righteously and godly in this present world”
(Titus 2:11-12).

What exactly do we consider to be great gain in this life? Wealth? Power? Popularity? Children?
Grandchildren? Financial security? Good health? While all of these things are certainly by no means
evil in and of themselves, they are nof what God recognizes as great gain. King Solomon sought
after many things in his seeking for happiness and contentment. His ultimate conclusion was,
“Vanity of vanities...all is vanity” (Ecclesiastes 12:8).

Brethren, may we all understand that being godly (righteous in God’s sight) along with
contentment is far more valuable than silver or gold. It is more important than power. It is more
important than popularity. It is more important than children. It is more important than
grandchildren. It is more important than financial security. It is more important than good health.
In fact godliness with contentment is the most important of all matters pertaining to this life!

I wonder why more of us don’t act like godliness with contentment is all that important. Do you
think you could do better in this regard? An honest answer says “yes.” Think about these things.

Observations and (Concerns

June 12, 2024

Welcome Visitors! If you have questions, please do not hesitate to ask.

Praise in Psalm: “Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy
mercy, and for thy truth’s sake” (Psalm 115:1).

Declaration of Appreciation: We are grateful for all who attended and participated in our
VBS.

VBS — This evening is the last evening of this year’s VBS. We appreciate everyone who
helped with this effort of teaching the word of God.

The Summer Series on the “Beatitudes of the Old Testament” will continue next
Wednesday evening.

Remember in Prayer:
» Pat Taylor is battling Covid.

» Jarretta Gray, sister-in-law of Nelda and Sammy, is having some personal issues as
well as health problems.

» Christina Jackson, daughter-in-law of Doyle and Dicie, is in St. Francis hospital in
Tulsa following three surgeries on her leg.

» Steve Shaffer, friend of the Dilks, is experiencing health problems.

» While door knocking for VBS last week, a local couple requested prayers for Don
Lavoa who is in his final days.

) Assignments
Schedule of Services Wednesday, June 12 Sunday, June 16 AM Sunday, June 16 PM
~ Sundays Announcements VBS Chuck Northrop BIll Diks
Bible Classes ... 9:30 AM Prayer VBS Chuck Northrop Bl Dilks
Worship......... 10:30AM Song Leader VBS Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen
Worship......... 5:00 PM - -
; Lord’s Supper (speaker) Ross Swearingen Doyle Jackson
(except 2" Sunday — 2 PM)
Lord’s Supper Chuck Northrop
Wednesdays L VBS Bill Dilk Chuck North
Bible Classes . ... 7:00 PM esson rore uck TTormhrop
" Prayer VBS Chris Nelson Chris Nelson
Website: oologahcofc.org
Door Attendant VBS Chris Nelson Doyle Jackson




