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The Church — the Family of God

Tom Moore

Inspiration describes the Lord’s church in various ways to help us to perceive the nature
and importance of this blood bought institution. The Almighty used figures which people
were familiar in order to convey great spiritual truths concerning the church. Let us consider
one of these terms to help us understand the marvelous and precious nature of the Lord’s
church. 

I believe one of the most meaningful and a wonderfully descriptive figure the Bible uses
to describe the church is God’s family. God is our Heavenly Father, for James wrote, “Of his
own will he brought us forth [or, begat us – KJV] by the word of truth, that we should be a
kind of firstfruits of his creatures” (James 1:18). Thus, Paul declared, “For this cause I bow
my knees unto the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named”
(Ephesians 3:14-15). God promised, “Wherefore come ye out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, And touch no unclean thing; And I will receive you, And will be
to you a Father, And ye shall be to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty”
(2 Corinthians 6:17-18). 

Because of this relationship with the Father, the Bible speaks in terms of the
“brotherhood.” Peter says, “Love the brotherhood” (1 Peter 2:17). Christians are called
“brethren” (3 John 10), and “sister” is used to describe Christian women (1 Timothy 5:1-2).

This caring family relationship is described in 1 Timothy 5:1-2, “Rebuke not an elder, but
exhort him as a father; the younger men as brethren: the elder women as mothers; the
younger as sisters, in all purity.”

In this family relationship in the church, Jesus — the Son of God — is described as our

“elder brother.” The Hebrew writer declares, “Christ as a son, over his house; whose house
are we, if we hold fast our boldness and the glorying of our hope firm unto the end”
(Hebrews 3:6). As our elder brother, Jesus makes intercession for us, “Wherefore also he is
able to save to the uttermost them that draw near unto God through him, seeing he ever liveth
to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).

The family concept is a perfect parallel to the church. This is true, first of all, because it
denotes a sense of belonging. This belonging affords comfort. Ten times in 2 Corinthians
1:3-7 “comfort” is mentioned in our association with the Father. This belonging also
provides strength — a growing and building up of the body (Ephesians 4:11-16). Isn’t it
wonderful to know that we have a place in the family of God! The family concept is a perfect
parallel to the church also because it signifies relationship. In the family of God, we have a
unique relationship with the Father and other Christians. We can approach God, as our
Father, in prayer (John 16:23). In this wonderful family relationship, we receive an
inheritance from the Father (Colossians 1:12).

The family concept is a perfect parallel to the church also because it draws a line.
Everyone is not in the family of God. Our Father designated certain requirements, and if

these criteria are not met, one is not a member of the family. Merely running with the family
does not make one a member of the family. We must be born into the family. We are born
into the family through our obedience to the will of God. Peter says, “having been begotten
again [born again – KJV], not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the word of
God, which liveth and abideth” (1 Peter 1:23). The word of God teaches that to be a part of
God’s family we must be hearers of the word (Romans 10:17), believers in Christ (John
8:24), penitent (Luke 13:3), willing to confess the name of Christ (Romans 10:9-10), and
immersed in water for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). These five steps places one into the

family of God. Remember, God has only one family (Ephesians 4:4; 1:22-23)

As children of God, Christians should most assuredly bear the image of the Father. In
doing so, we will keep ourselves separate from the world (2 Corinthians 6:17-18), and we
will “walk as children of light” (Ephesians 5:8). If we will live faithfully as children of God,
then we will be “heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him,
that we may be also glorified with him” (Romans 8:17). �



Is Ichabod in the Pulpit?

Mike Vestal

The name “Ichabod” means, “without glory” or “the glory has departed” (1 Samuel 4:21-
22). How we should pray that Ichabod never enters the pulpit! After all, preaching Jesus
Christ necessitates proclaiming a message that glorifies and exalts Christ and what He has
done for sinful man (1 Corinthians 1:18,31). Every preacher should deeply relate to what Paul
said in Galatians 6:14; “But God forbid that I should glory except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” In a very real
sense, all other ground is Ichabod — without glory (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:31; Colossians 3:17).

(1) Ichabod enters the pulpit when sermons are filled with jokes, stories, and secular
philosophy rather than the clear bringing out and application of God’s word
(1 Corinthians 2:1-5; 2 Timothy 4:1-5).

(2) Ichabod enters the pulpit when through “smooth and fair speech,” false doctrine is
taught, and brethren are led astray (Romans 16:17,18; 2 Peter 2:1-3).

(3) Ichabod enters the pulpit when an evangelist lacks the boldness and conviction to deal
with sin as he ought (Galatians 2:11-14; 1 Timothy 4:6-16).

(4) Ichabod enters the pulpit when one manifests a harsh, vindictive, uncompassionate
spirit completely out of harmony with the Lord when we are supposed to be lifting up
(Ephesians 4:15).

(5) Ichabod enters the pulpit when a preacher refuses to declare the “whole counsel of God”
out of fear of repercussions — loss of job, friends, etc. (Acts 20:20,27; 1 Corinthians 9:16).

(6) Ichabod enters the pulpit when one allows a “short fuse” to take the place of a “long
temper” (2 Timothy 2:24-26; 4:1-5).

(7) Ichabod enters the pulpit when preachers care more about themselves and self-promotion
than their Savior and the souls they are trying to reach (Philippians 3:7-21; 1 Corinthians
9:22).

There really is no glory when Ichabod is in the pulpit. John the baptizer struck at the heart
of effective ministry centuries ago when he said of Jesus, “He must increase, but I must
decrease” (John 3:30). When the Lord is so glorified, so magnified and exalted through our
proclamation of the word of God that people are drawn closer to Him, that is glory enough.
Gospel preachers should rejoice to be little servants of an illustrious God!

Observations and Concerns

Assignments

Wednesday, May 15 Sunday, May 19 AM Sunday, May 19 PM

Announcements Bill Dilks Chuck Northrop Bill Dilks

Prayer Bill Dilks Chuck Northrop Bill Dilks

Song Leader Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen Bill Dilks

Lord’s Supper (speaker) Doyle Jackson Doyle Jackson

Lord’s Supper Chuck Northrop

Lesson Ross Swearingen Bill Dilks Chuck Northrop

Prayer Ross Swearingen Chuck Northrop Doyle Jackson

Door Attendant Chuck Northrop Doyle Jackson Doyle Jackson

Schedule of Services 

Sundays

Bible Classes . . . . 9:30 AM

Worship . . . . . . . . 10:30 AM

Worship . . . . . . . . . 5:00 PM

(except 2nd Sunday – 2 PM)

Wednesdays

Bible Classes . . . . 7:00 PM
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May 15, 2024

Welcome Visitors! We are delighted to have you as our guests.

Praise in Psalm: “Praise ye the LORD. I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the
assembly of the upright, and in the congregation” (Psalm 111:1).

Declaration of Appreciation: Let us remember to give thanks for all the small things in life
that are not actually small such as food, drink, shelter, clothes, and shoes.

VBS – June 9-12, 2024. This year’s theme is “Jesus: Eternal God.”

This year’s Summer Series theme is “Beatitudes of the Old Testament.”

Remember in Prayer:

< Jim Allison had a tumor removed from his neck and is recovering at home. We are
thankful to God the tumor is benign.

< Andy Hudson is suffering with gout. 

< Pat Taylor’s surgery on her carotid artery has been postponed. 

< Glen Beaman, brother of Dicie Jackson, had surgery for prostate cancer. At the time
of publication, we have not received an update. 

< Earnie Harper, son of Pat Taylor, had a heart attack and is in the hospital. 

< Patricia Harris, friend of Pat Taylor, is suffering with cancer and is on hospice. 

< Karen & John Hughs, friends of the Hudsons, are having medical issues and other
struggles. 

< Steve Shaffer, a friend of the Dilks, is preparing for back surgery. 


