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OLD OR NEW TESTAMENT, WHICH SHOULD WE FOLLOW?

Chuck Northrop

The apostle Paul wrote, “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). The idea
of “rightly dividing” is handling accurately. In “handling accurately the word of truth,” a
person ought to recognize and understand the two basic divisions of the Bible — the Old and
New Testaments.

When considering the two covenants, some questions always come to mind. The one
most frequently asked is “Should we live by the Ten Commandments?” The answers to this
question and others like it must come from our only source of religious authority — the
Bible.

To answer the question, “Old or New Testament, Which Should We Follow?”, consider
some related questions concerning the Old Testament.

TO WHOM WAS THE OLD TESTAMENT WRITTEN?

The Old Testament law was given to the children of Israel only. Notice the words of
Moses in Exodus 19:3-6:

“And Moses went up unto God, and the Lord called unto him out of the mountain,
saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; Ye
have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles’ wings, and
brought you unto myself. Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep

my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the
earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.
These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.”

A gentile or non-Israelite was never included as part of the Old Testament. He was not
subject to its laws. The Israelites (i.e. descendants of Abraham and Sarah through Isaac and
through Jacob) made up the priesthood and kingdom of Israel. The only way a gentile could
be a part of the Mosaic covenant was to become an Israelite proselyte. The Old covenant was
given by God to govern Israel as a nation and as a Kingdom. If the Old Testament was still
in force, it would still apply to the Israelites only.

WHAT PURPOSE DID THE OLD TESTAMENT SERVE?

The old covenant revealed the coming of a new and better way which is the New
Testament. Jeremiah, an Old Testament prophet, wrote in Jeremiah 31:31, “Behold, the days
come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the
house of Judah.” This passage has its fulfillment in Hebrews 8:8-13. The writer of the book
of Hebrews pointed out the many limitations of the old covenant and contrasted them to a
new and living way with better hopes and promises — the perfect New Testament.

The old covenant revealed the coming Messiah. The many prophecies of the Mosaic
covenant pointed toward the many facets of the Messiah. It prophesied His birth (Isaiah
7:14). It revealed the Messiah’s forerunner as “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God (Isaiah
40:3). It predicted the Messiah’s zeal (Psalm 69:9), His miracles (Isaiah 35:5-6), and
characterized His preaching (Isaiah 61:1-3). Also, it described the Messiah’s betrayal by a
friend and His death (Zechariah 11:12; Psalm 22). Further, the Old Testament prophesied the
Messiah’s resurrection and ascension (Psalm 2:7; 68:18; 110:1).

The old covenant revealed sin. Paul wrote, “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20).

WHAT PURPOSE DOES THE OLD TESTAMENT SERVE TODAY?

 The old covenant was written as a shadow of a new and better way which is the New
Testament. Hebrews 10:1 says, “For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and
not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by
year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.”

The old covenant was written for our learning. In Romans 15:4 Paul wrote, “For
whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through
patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.”

The old covenant was written for an example and for our admonition. In 1 Corinthians
10:11 Paul wrote, “Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.”



Interesting Quote from the forefathers of the United States: 
“Recognizing the wisdom of the broad
principles of absolute religious toleration
proclaimed in our fundamental law, and
rejoicing in the benign influence which it has
exerted upon our social and political condition,
I should shrink from a clear duty if I failed to
express my deepest conviction that we can

place no secure reliance upon any apparent
progress if it be not sustained by national
integrity, resting upon the great truths affirmed
and illustrated by Divine Revelation.” – Franklin
Pierce, fourteenth President of the United
States; from his Inaugural Address (Page 361;
S.A. Northrop)

WHEN DID THE OLD TESTAMENT GO OUT OF EFFECT?

The old covenant went out of effect after the Testator of the New Testament died.
Hebrews 9:16 says, “For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of
the testator.” The Testator of the New Testament is Christ Jesus. Paul wrote, “Blotting out
the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out
of the way, nailing it to his cross” (Colossians 2:14). Thus, the Old Testament went out of
effect at the death of Jesus. The New Testament of the Testator was made known with the
preaching of the gospel of Christ (Acts 2:22-40) on the day of Pentecost in the city of
Jerusalem in AD 30 as was prophesied.

WHY DID THE OLD TESTAMENT BECOME OF NO EFFECT?

The old covenant could not take away sins. Hebrews 10:4 says, “For it is not possible
that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” Verse 11 continues, “And every
priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never
take away sins.”

The old covenant contained faults. Hebrews 8:7 says, “For if that first covenant had been
faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second.”

The old covenant was a shadow and not the real. Hebrews 8:5 says the Old Testament
priests “serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things.” Further, the Hebrews writer
said, “the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the
things...” (Hebrews 10:1).

SINCE THE BIBLE TEACHES...

Since the Bible teaches these things concerning the Old Testament, then men should not
live according to the Ten Commandments or any other Old Testament mandate. To go back
to the Old Testament is to go back to a time when sin could not be removed. Thus, “Christ
is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from
grace” (Galatians 5:4). Since the law of Moses was a shadow, contained faults, and could not
take away sins, why would anyone want to live under the Old Testament?
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September 28, 2022

Welcome Visitors! To us, it is never a bother for you to be a part of our assembly.

“But we will bless the LORD from this time forth and for evermore. Praise the LORD” (Psalm
115:18).

Expression of Appreciation: We appreciate faithful brethren throughout the whole world who hold
fast to the old paths of the precious gospel of Christ.

Nathaniel Ferguson, who we support, will be presenting a report of his work next Lord’s Day
morning (October 2, 2022). He works with the Pacific Islands Bible College which is a tuition
free school of Bible-based instruction designed to help Christians to “grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). 

Please check the bulletin board in the hallway. There are several sign-up sheets for various
opportunities to serve.

Men’s Business Meeting is Sunday, October 2, after evening services.

October Anniversary: 20–Chris & Chelley Nelson; October Birthdays: 12–Jim Allison; 28–Sadie
Swearingen; 31–Chris Nelson.

Remember in Prayer:

< Bill Dilks recently had surgery for his cancer. He will hopefully begin treatments soon.

< Joyce Cash is having dizzy spells and unable to attend worship services.

< Darla Smith was taken to the hospital earlier this week with pain. She is home now. 

The Nelsons invite everyone to their house on Friday, October 7 at 5:30 pm for hot dogs and chili.
Please bring your favorite side dish or dessert. See Chris or Chelley if you have any questions.


