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HATING EVIL WITHOUT BEING HATEFUL

Roger D. Campbell

After his conversion, Saul of Tarsus, who had been the number one persecutor of the
Lord’s church, was quite candid about his past. By no means did he boast about his
pre-conversion behavior, but he did not shy away from owning it either.

Paul described what kind of person he and others were before they became followers of
the Christ: “For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another” (Titus
3:3). Note again the last few matters he mentioned: malice, hateful, and hating one another.
What an ugly picture that is!

The great news for the apostle and the rest of us comes in the message that immediately
follows what we observed in Titus 3:3. Paul went on to write about being saved by the
kindness, love, and mercy of God (Titus 3:4-5). Do you mean the Lord is willing to love and
forgive malicious, hateful people? He sure is, and are we not thankful?!

God charges His children to lay aside all malice (1 Peter 2:1). The old me/old man may
have been a person with a bitter and hateful disposition, but the new me who has been “born
again” into God’s family must never act in a hateful manner toward others. Doing so is not
part of a Christian’s DNA. Rather than being malicious (wanting to harm others or desiring
to see them suffer), Jesus’ disciples want what is best for others. We should stand prepared
to feed our adversaries (Romans 12:20) and do good unto all, including the obnoxious and

immoral in society (Galatians 6:10). And, most importantly, like our heavenly Father, we do
not want to see anyone perish in a “spiritual sense,” but long for all to repent, turn to God,
and leave this world ready to live with Him eternally (2 Peter 3:9).

Would it be acceptable, though, for a Christian to hate what is wicked, corrupts the
world, and keeps its practices separated from the Lord? Absolutely.

Does the Lord hate sinful behavior? We find the answer in Proverbs 6:16-19: “These six
things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him. A proud look, a lying
tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, an heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet
that be swift in running to mischief, a false witness, that speaketh lies, and he that soweth
discord among brethren.” The Bible also declares that God’s Son “loved righteousness and
hated iniquity” (Hebrews 1:9).

Some say, “But those passages talk about what the Godhead does, not what humans
should do.” True. However, Christians are to be imitators of Jesus (1 Peter 2:21-22) and the
Father (Ephesians 5:1). In principle, we need to love what the Godhead loves and hate what
the Father, Son, and Spirit hate.

The Bible says there is a time to love, but also a time to hate (Ecclesiastes 3:8). In
addition, it is true that “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil...” (Proverbs 8:13). A proper
reverence for God and His Cause causes us to hate that which is evil.

The Psalmist proclaimed to God, “Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore
I hate every false way” (Psalm 119:104). Yes, it is proper for children of God to “hate every
false way.”

The book of Jude shows the need for Christians to demonstrate a discerning spirit when
dealing with people. Here is instruction for Christians about how to approach folks in
contrasting scenarios: “And of some have compassion, making a difference: And others save
with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh” (Jude
22-23). In one situation, it would be good to approach a person living in sin with a more
gentle, compassionate manner. In a different case, though, we need to act as if we are
snatching someone out of a fire, and to do so “hating” the defiled garment. Yes, it is proper
to hate sin and its corrupting consequences.

I hate the philosophy known as humanism. I deplore the theory of organic evolution. I
despise denominationalism. I hate any effort to mock the Lord, His word, or His people. I
must learn to channel my energy and emotions, however, and make sure that I uphold the
truth and oppose evil with a spirit that shows a heart which genuinely cares for those who
are caught up in ungodly messages or wicked practices.

Not only is it possible to speak the truth in love, it is essential to do so (Ephesians 4:15).
As we show our disdain for evil, let us not be hateful in the process.



I Am a Royal Priest!

Tommy J. Hicks

I have no flowing robes of purple with white ermine trim. Upon my brow there is no diamond,
ruby, and emerald studded golden diadem. The dish from which I eat and the cup from which I drink
has neither gold nor silver rim. Nonetheless, my older Brother is the King, and I love him.

My apparel is not as the ephod which was blue, purple, scarlet, and fine linen interwoven with
gold. I possess not a breastplate magnificently ornamented with twelve precious stones as the priests
of old. Neither in my hands nor in my possession the Urim and Thummim do I hold. However, with
due regard, my older Brother is the Most High Priest and, my love for Him will not grow cold.

[ am a member of the royal family—my Brother, by God Himself, has been crowned to be the
King. Along with the angels of heaven and the saints of all the ages, I will forever to His glory
praises sing. Throughout the world, because of His marvelous greatness, His edict shall be heard
as the heralds ring. I am a brother of the King of kings and, that is no small thing.

Indebted to Him will I always be, because by His love and grace, I with Him may dwell
eternally. He, as Priest, offered Himself as a sacrifice without blemish once for all for me. Because
of His sacrifice I may have a crown of life and have been chosen a priest to be. My Brother is the
Most High Priest, and I am a priest of no low degree.

As aroyal priest, | have an important and responsible work that must be done. As a holy priest
I must offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God and His Son. Even as Jesus offered Himself,
I must offer myself as a living sacrifice, according to Romans, chapter twelve, verse one. In doing
this, my battle against Satan will be won.

You too may be a priest and a member of the royal family, for Jesus has bought you the right.
The King of kings and the Most High Priest can be your brother in God’s sight. However, you must
seek the crown and offer your sacrifice, standing with God against Satan in the fight. May Peter’s
words apply to you as he said, “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation,
a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praise of him who called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light.”

Yes, one day I will be clothed in robes of white and will walk upon gold paved streets which
shine. Upon my brow will be a crown of glory that fadeth not away, and it will be sublime. I will
spend eternity in glory, and all will be fine. It will all be possible because Jesus took me as His and,
I took Him as mine.

Interesting Quote from the forefathers of the United States:

“If there were in that Book nothing but its great Continent.” — Zachary Taylor, twelfth President
precept, ‘All things whatsoever ye would that of the United States; Frankfort Commonwealth,
men should do unto you, do ye even so to February 21, 1849 upon the presentation of a
them, and if that precept were obeyed, our Bible beautifully bound with the Constitution of

government might extend over the whole the United States (Page 447; S.A. Northrop)

Observations and (oncerns

September 21, 2022

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you as we welcome the new season. Tomorrow, September
22,2022, marks the beginning of Autumn.

“Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of
holiness. ” (Psalm 29:2).

Expression of Appreciation: Let us all be thankful this week for the precious words which
are sometimes quietly expressed to encourage and fortify us during times of trial.

Please check the bulletin board in the hallway. There are several sign-up sheets for various
opportunities to serve.

Nathaniel Ferguson, who we support, will be presenting a report of his work on the Lord’s
Day morning of October 2, 2022. He works with the Pacific Islands Bible College which
is a tuition free school of Bible-based instruction designed to help Christians to “grow
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).

Remember in Prayer:

»  Bill Dilks had surgery last Wednesday and is to begin chemotherapy and radiation
treatments soon.

» Sam Orr, dad of Kathy Orr, continues to recover from having a pacemaker put in.
» Joyce Cash has been having dizzy spells.

» Dale Jackson learned that his cancer has spread. He is scheduled to begin new
treatments in October.

Assignments
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