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“But This Man...”

Chuck Northrop

During the days of Isaiah, the situation in Israel had become so horrendous God through the
prophet prophesied Israel as a nation would be destroyed within sixty-five years (Isaiah 7:8). For
the most part, Isaiah prophesied to Israel’s brethren, the nation of Judah and her capitol Jerusalem.
Their condition was not much better than the northern tribes of Israel. Because of their sins, they
also would be taken into captivity but would not be destroyed. Isaiah strove to call Judah to
repentance and to turn to God for deliverance. Isaiah wrote, “Behold, the LORD’S hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have
separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not
hear” (Isaiah 59:1-2). Though God could save them from seventy years of extreme hardship and
captivity, sadly, Judah did not heed the prophet’s call.

The prophet’s message to Judah could be said to any people in any culture and at any time.
Man’s sins and iniquities separate man and God. Because of this separation, man needs to be
reconciled to God. Jesus coming to this earth and shedding His blood upon the cross was for the
purpose of destroying the barrier of sin which separates man from God. Concerning Jesus, Paul
wrote in Ephesians 2:16, “And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross,
having slain the enmity thereby.” All men, both Jews and Gentiles, can be reconciled to God by the
cross. The enmity which divides can be put to death by the precious blood of Christ. Because all men
have sinned, all men need a Savior. Jesus is the Savior. He is “the only Mediator between God and
men” (1 Timothy 2:5). For this reason, He is the only Person who is qualified and who has the

authority to save. He alone can bridge the great gulf of man’s separation from God. Jesus is “the
way, the truth, and the life,” and no man can come unto the Father but by Him (John 14:6).

Man is stuck in the deep mire of sin and in the extreme poverty of iniquity. Though men have
turned to manmade objects for their salvation, such idols are not able to save. They cannot even save
themselves let alone mankind. It is also impossible for the world’s religions to save for they are the
developments of men rather than created of God. Man may turn to himself, but he is not able to save
himself. Pertaining to Jesus, Hebrews 10:12 declares, “But this Man, after He had offered one
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.”

But This Man...Provides the Sacrifice for Sins

Not even the Old Testament Levitical system could make atonement for sin. They had daily,
weekly, monthly, and yearly sacrifices. All the sacrifices indicate how ineffective they were. There
were also various types of sacrifices including the blood of bulls, goats, and lambs, but animal blood
could never remove man’s guilt (Hebrews 10:4). In addition, there were food and drink offerings
as well as various types of washings, and fleshly ordinances imposed upon them (Hebrews 9:10),
but none could remedy the blight of sin. “But this Man...offered one sacrifice for sins.” The sacrifice
of Jesus was effective. He offered Himself once. He was both the High Priest who offered and
the sacrifice offered. He did not offer multiple sacrifices, but “He offered up Himself” once
(Hebrews 7:27). 

The sacrifice of Jesus was “one sacrifice for sins for ever.” His offering was so magnificent it
did not need repeating. His singular gift was sufficient for all the sins of mankind. There is no need
for continual sacrifices for sins. “The offering of the body of Jesus Christ” was “once for all”
(Hebrews 10:10). It was not temporal like the offerings of Levitical priesthood. It was forever. It was
not limited to the Old Testament periods of the Patriarchal age and the Mosaic age. It was forever.
It covered the sins of the Old Testament ages as well as the New Testament age (Hebrews 9:15). It
was for all ages — past, present, and future.

Because the Levitical priesthood offered up sacrifices continually, there was no time for a break
or to stop for their offerings never ended. Jesus offered one sacrifice and “sat down on the right hand
of God” (Hebrews 10:12). This was also declared by Peter on the day of Pentecost just fifty days
after the crucifixion of Jesus (Acts 2:33) which indicates how effective His sacrifice was. This
singular gift of grace was acceptable unto God as a propitiation for sin. When His one-time offering
ended, Jesus sat down forever at this place of honor. His work on earth was complete. He finished
His mission. His sacrifice was effective. Man’s sin problem has a solution!

But This Man...Provides the Gospel Message

The New Testament is the covenant of Christ and was ratified by His blood (Matthew 26:28).
It is the gospel which centers upon the death of Christ, His burial, and His resurrection on the third
day according to the prophecies of the Old Testament scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). This was
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the message Peter preached in the city of Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. The Jews by wicked
hands crucified and slain the Christ, but God raised Him up (Acts 2:23-24). God would not allow
His “Holy One to see corruption” in the grave (Acts 2:27).  The apostles and those in the city of
Jerusalem were witnesses of these events. Peter concluded his gospel message that day, “Therefore
let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). Those who truly listened to the apostles’ message
asked, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” They understood their sins and were seeking a
solution. Peter provided the answer. He said, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins...” (Acts 2:38). Those who “gladly received his word were
baptized” (Acts 2:41), “and the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved” (Acts 2:47).

But This Man...Provides This Opportunity 

As long as a person has life, he or she has opportunities. Ecclesiastes 9:4 says, “For to him that
is joined to all the living there is hope: for a living dog is better than a dead lion.” God provides life
“seeing He giveth to all life, and breath, and all things” (Acts 17:25). Therefore, God provides
opportunities. All through the Scriptures the opportunity of salvation was extended. It was extended
to the first man, Adam, and it will be extended to those living at the time of the second coming of
Christ when this world will be destroyed. There has never been a time in the history of all the earth
when God did not provide an opportunity to be saved. Dear reader, this is your opportunity. Will you
use it to the fullest or will you squander it away?

While Jesus walked throughout Palestine, He healed various people abundantly. He healed the
sick, caused the blind to see, gave hearing to the deaf, and made the lame to walk. Though He did
not heal everyone, He was ready to heal and to bless the ailing bodies of men. In like manner, the
Great Physician is ready to heal the spiritually ill and sin-sick soul. Be not slack in coming to Jesus
for His healing power to forgive sins. Give earnest heed to the words of Jesus recorded in His word,
the New Testament, as He leads you in a life of righteousness. Through His words, He speaks to
your heart. Listen and He will heal you of your soul’s diseases. Hear Jesus pleading, “Come unto
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke
is easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30).
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Wednesday, Sept. 14 Sunday, Sept. 18 AM Sunday, Sept. 18 PM

Announcements Chris Nelson Chuck Northrop Chris Nelson

Song Leader Doyle Jackson Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen

Prayer Chuck Northrop Ross Swearingen Paul Praschnik

Lord’s Supper (speaker) Paul Praschnik Chris Nelson

Lord’s Supper Chris Nelson

Lesson Toney Smith Paul Praschnik Chuck Northrop

Prayer / Door Attendant Russ Earl Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen
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September 14, 2022

Welcome Visitors! We are excited to have YOU with us today.

“And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with his glory;
Amen, and Amen” (Psalm 72:19).

Expression of Appreciation: We appreciate brother Toney Smith and his labors with us in
this gospel meeting. Thank you also to the Earls for hosting him and to all who provided
meals.

Our Gospel Meeting with Toney Smith began this past Lord’s Day and will end tomorrow
evening. It is not too late to invite others. We appreciate all who have attended and the
encouragement we get from visitors and from fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.

Remember in Prayer:

< Bill Dilks is scheduled to have surgery today and to begin cancer treatments within the
next few days. 

< Sam Orr, Kathy Orr’s dad, had a pacemaker put in and continues to improve.

< Dale Jackson learned his cancer has spread and will begin a new treatment in October.

The email address for The Oologah Observer is OologahObserver@gmail.com. If you
would like to receive it via email, please send an email request to this address.

There will be several traveling to the Mid-West Lectures in Independence, Missouri within
the next few days. Please remember them in your prayers for safe travels.


