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“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you...” Matthew 28:20

Church of Christ « 13800 S. 4080 Road « P.O. Box 527 * Oologah, Oklahoma 74053

LirE’S GREATEST DECISION

Toney L. Smith

Life is filled with decisions. We make choices as to which car we will buy or which house
will best suit our families. Some of these decisions are insignificant and of little
consequence, while others will have a far-reaching and a very important part to play in our
lives. The greatest decision in all of our lives is involved in the question: WHOM SHALL I
SERVE?

Joshua gave the people a choice in the long ago. In Joshua 24:15 he said to them “And if it
seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the
gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”
King David urged his son to serve God in 1 Chronicles 28:9. Jesus said that you and I must
decide whom we will serve. He tells us that it is impossible to serve two masters (Matthew
6:24). Man cannot serve God and Satan at the same time. It would be a complete
impossibility.

Sometimes men are confused as to whom they will serve, or how they can be in the Lord’s
service. The scripture says, “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil...” (James
4:7). Men often become confused concerning these relationships. They resist God and submit

to the devil. They get things turned around, and we give the feast to the world, and the
left-overs are offered to God. The action on our part gives evidence to which of the two we
have chosen.

When men submit to the devil, they have given in to the temptations and the lusts of the
world (James 1:18-22). Sometimes men allow their hearts to be filled with pride (James
4:6-7) and become covetous and dishonest (James 5:1-4). Submitting to the devil causes one
to err from the truth and eventually allow themselves to become unfaithful as a member of
the Lord’s church.

Men resist God when they refuse to hear, believe, and obey His word (James 1:18-22). They
reject the Son of God when they reject and receive not His word (John 12:48), and thus they
lose their power to overcome (Ephesians 6:11). Serving God will always bring a sure victory
over Satan (1 Corinthians 10:13).

Your choice is not: Will I serve someone! The question Is, WHOM WILL I SERVE, GOD OR
SATAN Let our answer be as was Joshua’s, “...ASFORME AND MY HOUSE WE WILL SERVE
THE LORD.” The decision is yours, and it will be the greatest one you will ever make. There
is coming a day when we will rejoice in the decision to serve the Lord faithfully.

RULES FOR MAKING EVERY VISITOR FEEL. WELCOME

THE THIRTY SECOND RULE... Most guests will make a judgment about us during the
first thirty seconds after they enter the building. Greet others with a handshake and a friendly
smile as soon as you see them.

THE FRONT-DOOR RULE... Help people find their classes or a seat in the auditorium.
If they have trouble, they may not return.

THE TEN-FOOT RULE... Greet anyone with whom you are not familiar who comes
within ten feet of you. Make eye contact. Be friendly.

THE FIVE-MINUTE RULE... Take the first five minutes after services to seek out guests
and greet them. Encourage them to return and thank them for being here. After you have
greeted our guests, you will still have opportunity to talk to your friends.

Our attitude will often determine if visitors return. Do your part to make sure they really feel
welcome and appreciated.
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S1X THINGS YOU’LL NEVER REGRET

J. A. McNutt

Showing kindness to an aged person. “Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honor the
face of the old man, and fear thy God: I am the LORD” (Leviticus 19:32). “With the ancient is
wisdom; and in length of days understanding” (Job 12:12). “Hearken unto thy father that begat thee,
and despise not thy mother when she is old” (Proverbs 23:22).

Destroying a letter written in anger. “Be ye angry, and sin not; let not the sun go down upon
your wrath . . . Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking be put away
from you with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even
as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:26,31,32). “A wrathful man stirreth up
strife; but he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife” (Proverbs 15:18).

Offering the apology that saved a friendship. “A soft answer turneth away wrath, but grievous
words stir up anger” (Proverbs 15:1). “Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there
rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go
thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree with thine
adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him...” (Matthew 5:23-25).

Stopping a scandal that would wreck a reputation. “A prudent man concealeth knowledge;
but the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness” (Proverbs 12:23). “He that covereth a transgression
seeketh love; but he that repeateth a matter separateth very friends” (Proverbs 17:9). “A hypocrite
with his mouth destroyeth his neighbor” (Proverbs 11:9).

Taking time to show loved ones consideration. “My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and
forsake not the law of thy mother: For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains
about thy neck” (Proverbs 1:8,9). “But if any provide not for his own, and especially for those of his
own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel” (1 Timothy 5:8). “Honor thy father
and mother; which is the first commandment with promise, that it may be well with thee, and thou
mayest live long on the earth” (Ephesians 6:2,3).

Feeling reverence for your Maker. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge”
(Proverbs 1:7). “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine understanding. In
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the
LORD, and depart from evil” (Proverbs 3:5-7). “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter. Fear
God, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).

Interesting Quote from the forefathers of the United States:

“It was comforting to know that the great work accustomed to meditate on things of eternity.”
of eternity had not been neglected. His gifted — John Tyler, tenth President of the United
mind held fast, as a foundation of its faith and States; this was said by his son through a
hope, to the oracles of God. He was long biographer; (Page 469; S.A. Northrop)

Observations and (oncerns

September 7, 2022

Welcome Visitors! A special Greetings to our Guests.

“O LORD, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast done
wonderful things; thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth” (Isaiah 25:1).

Expression of Gratitude: To those who are always on time and in attendance, we appreciate
the encouragement you provide by being present and fulfilling Hebrews 10:24-25.

Our Gospel Meeting with Toney Smith begins this coming Lord’s Day, September 11-15.
Please be sure to invite others. Flyers are available in the foyer.

Remember in Prayer:
» Bill Dilks is scheduled to have surgery and begin cancer treatments in the coming week.
» Sam Orr, Kathy Orr’s dad, had a pacemaker put in and continues to improve.
» Dale Jackson learned his cancer has spread and will begin a new treatments in October.

Extended Prayer List: Dan & Marcella Dennis — ongoing health issues; Bill Dilks — cancer;
Sammy Gray — ongoing health concerns; Dale & Betty Jackson — ongoing health issues;
Chuck Northrop — blood disorder; Vance & Darla Smith — ongoing health problems;
Pat Taylor — ongoing health issues.

The email address for The Oologah Observer is OologahObserver@gmail.com. If you
would like to receive it via email, please send an email request to this address.

Our monthly potluck will be Sunday, September 11, after morning services. Everyone is
invited to stay!
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