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What Is the World’s Greatest Problem?

Chuck Northrop

Have you ever considered what is the greatest problem in the world? Some would
probably say crime. It is for sure, the crime rate is growing, and many people no longer feel
safe even within their own homes. Other might say, “It is man’s inhumanity to man” which
would encompass a host of other problems such as various types of abuses, human
trafficking, war, and civil conflicts. Still others would point to the variety of problems which
stem from the political systems of the world such as corruption, hunger, poverty, and
illiteracy. In answering this question, please consider the root problem for every one of these
is sin. Sin is the reason for the rising crime rate; sin is the root cause of man’s inhumanity
to man; and sin is the underlying problem in politics. 

What Is Sin?

For the most part, people do not want to admit when they have done wrong. Most will
justify themselves and their actions. Others will try to redefine sin and make it less offensive.
They will aspire to make it more palatable to our sin-sick and entertainment-oriented society.
Some think real sins are the really bad things like fornication and murder. Because of these
reasons, it is needful to let the Bible define sin. Within the pages of the New Testament, there
are three definitions of sin.

One type of sin is the Sin of Commission. This is the act of committing something such
as the violation of law. It is the purposeful disregard for God’s law. In two passages John
referred to this type of sin. In 1 John 3:4 John stated, “Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” Also, in 1 John 5:17 John
recorded, “All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.” Unrighteousness is
wrong-doing and is a rebellious refusal to heed God’s instructions. Continuous rebellion is
a sin unto death while “a sin not unto death” is a sin that has been repented of and forgiven.

Another type of sin is the Sin of Omission. James expressed this in James 4:17 which
says, “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” Within the
context of this verse, some were leaving God out of their plans. However, the principle is
much broader. In Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus described the judgment like “a shepherd divideth
his sheep from the goats.” You remember, the sheep attended to His needs of hunger, thirst,
care, clothing, and visiting, whereas the goat attended to none of these things. In essence the
sheep knew to do good and did it, but the goats knew to do good and did it not.

In addition to these, there is the Sin of the Conscience. This is to violate our sense of
right conduct. To be sure, God created man with a conscience, but it must be trained
properly. Parents play a large role in helping children to train their conscience. As maturity
develops, a person must look for further training. The right place to train the conscience is
God’s eternal word. When the conscience is properly trained, we are to follow our God given
conscience. Within the church at Rome, a matter arose concerning eating meats and
esteeming one day above another. The sin of the conscience was one principle Paul appealed
to in solving this problem. He wrote, “And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he
eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Romans 14:23). “Faith” within this
text is used of the conscience. If a person has doubts regarding an activity he or she is
engaged, then that person needs to stop, because “if our heart condemns us, God is greater
than our heart, and knoweth all things” (1 John 3:20).

Who Has Sinned?

The short answer to the question, “who has sinned?” is found in Romans 3:23 which
says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Also quoting from Psalm
53:3, Paul wrote, “There is none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10). In addition John
noted the consequences of not confessing our sins. In 1 John 1:8 he wrote, “If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” Please consider this: one of the
worse types of deception is self-deception. Yet, that is the very thought John described.
Notice also within this verse the present tense. All men have sins, and to say otherwise is to
allow ourselves to be deceived. Just two verses later, John further recorded, “If we say that
we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us” (1 John 1:10). This verse
is past tense. Each person can look back on his or her life and recognize sin. However, it is
not whether we recognize our sins, it is a matter of do we mourn over our sins. Jesus said in



Interesting Quote from the forefathers of the United States: 
“I deem the present occasion sufficiently
important and solemn to justify me in
expressing to my fellow citizens a profound
reverence for the Christian religion, and a
thorough conviction that sound morals,
religious liberty, and a just sense of religious

responsibility are essentially connected with all
true and lasting happiness.” 
– William Henry Harrison, ninth President of the
United States; from his Inaugural Address,
1841; (Page 215; S.A. Northrop)

the second Beatitude, “Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted” (Matthew
5:4). This is the “godly sorrow” which leads to repentance and salvation (2 Corinthians 7:10).

What does all this mean to me? It means all men need a Savior. Jesus is the only Savior
able to save us from our sins. Peter stated it plainly, “Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved”
(Acts 4:12). All of this is stated not simply to convict us of sin, but to help us see the need
for a Savior and for salvation.

Some Consequences of Sin

 Both Isaiah and Jeremiah described sin as wounds difficult to heal (Isaiah 1:6; Jeremiah
6:7). Oftentimes those wounds leave scars in self and in others that seemingly never heal.
Thankfully, the Great Physician is able to heal our wounds of sin. Some of the worse
consequences of sin is guilt (Psalm 40:12), emptiness (Proverbs 22:8), and shame (Genesis
3:10). You probably remember how you felt when someone you deeply respected heard
about your sin, or when you finally came to the realization that God knows your sin. Sadly,
when guilt sets-in, a person must live with it for the rest of his or her life. Again thankfully,
the Great Physician promised He will forgive our iniquities and will remember our sins no
more (Jeremiah 31:34; Hebrews 8:12).

Not only are there temporal consequences of sin, there are eternal consequences. Paul
wrote, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord” (Romans 6:23). Death is separation. When a person dies physically, he or she is
separated from family and friends, but there is also a separation of body and spirit (James
2:26). When a person dies spiritually, he or she is separated from God. If a person passes
from this life into eternity while in sin, he or she is in an eternal state of “destruction from
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power” (2 Thessalonians 1:9). Woefully,
this is the sad situation for the majority of people because Jesus said, “broad is the way, that
leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat” (Matthew 7:13). 

Dear reader, it does not have to be this way. There is a way to escape! God spared not His
Son (Romans 8:32) because His desire is for your salvation (1 Timothy 2:3-4). God gave all
men a plan to be saved — the New Testament. Please obey it today!

Observations and Concerns

Assignments

Wednesday, August 31 Sunday, Sept. 4 AM Sunday, Sept. 4, PM

Announcements Russ Earl Ross Swearingen Paul Praschnik

Song Leader Ross Swearingen Bill Dilks Doyle Jackson

Prayer Chris Nelson Chuck Northrop Russ Earl

Lord’s Supper (speaker) Paul Praschnik Ross Swearingen

Lord’s Supper Chris Nelson

Lesson Bill Dilks Russ Earl Chris Nelson

Prayer / Door Attendant Chuck Northrop Doyle Jackson Chuck Northrop

Schedule of Services 

Sundays

Bible Classes. . 9:30 AM

Worship . . . . . 10:30 AM

Worship . . . . . . 5:00 PM

Wednesdays

Bible Classes. . 7:00 PM
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August 31, 2022

Welcome Visitors! Please be sure and aware you are appreciated.

“O LORD, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful
things; thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth” (Isaiah 25:1).

Summer Series — The Summer Series speaker this evening is Bill Dilks. His topic is The
Organization of the Church.

Expression of Gratitude: We appreciate all the lessons and all who spoke on the Summer Series.

Wednesday Evening Bible Classes will resume September 7.

Beginning September 7, Paul Praschnik will be teaching the Wednesday Evening Adult Bible
Class. He will be using the book, “The Spirit of Liberalism” by Frank Chesser. If you need a
book, please let Paul know.

Remember in Prayer:

< Bill Dilks learned that he needs surgery before he can begin cancer treatments. Surgery will
hopefully be scheduled soon. 

< Sam Orr, Kathy Orr’s dad, had a pacemaker put in last week. He is currently in skilled
nursing at St. Simeons where he lives. 

< We are thankful that Ronnie Pierce, cousin of Nelda Hudson and Sammy Gray, was found.

September Anniversaries: 4–Russ & Lisa Earl; September Birthdays: 8–Dana Campbell;
16–Stormi Mashburn; 17–Dicie Jackson; 18–Avery Praschnik; 24–Spencer Mashburn.

The Oologah Observer has a new email address: OologahObserver@gmail.com. If you would like
to receive the Oologah Observer via email, please send an email request to that address.

Gospel Meeting: September 11–15 with Toney Smith. Flyers are available in the foyer.


