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How CAN EVANGELISM HELP A CONGREGATION?

Roger D. Campbell

Jesus wants us to preach the gospel to every person (Mark 16:15). That includes teaching His
saving message to those people in our own community. If the members of any local church
will be actively involved in trying to teach the gospel to those who are lost, this will bring
great benefits, both to those individual Christians who participate in this teaching and to the
congregation as a whole. What are some of these blessings that will come to a local church
that practices personal evangelism?

BEING BUSY IN PERSONAL EVANGELISM WILL...

...CAUSE EACH MEMBER TO STUDY MORE. We have to be ready to give an answer
to those who ask questions (1 Peter 3:15). The answer that we are to give them must come
from God’s word (1 Peter 4:11). We have to search the scriptures (John 5:39) in order to be
able to be the teachers that we ought to be (Hebrews 5:12). We cannot teach that which we
do not know, so trying to teach others will force us to study more!

«..CAUSE EACH ACTIVE MEMBER TO PRAY MORE. We will certainly feel the need
for our Lord’s help, because personal evangelism can present some pretty tough situations.
Have you ever noticed how often the New Testament speaks about praying for the gospel to

be preached? Jesus said that we are to pray to the Lord of harvests so He will send forth
reapers (Matthew 9:37,38). We are also told to pray for open doors in evangelism
(Colossians 4:3; 2 Thessalonians 3:1,2) and for the courage of those who preach the word
(Ephesians 6:19). So often we have felt frustrated by our own inability to convince those
whom we are trying to teach. Such makes us turn to the Lord in prayer and seek His
guidance.

«..CAUSE THOSE MEMBERS WHO ARE TEACHING TO GROW CLOSER TO

ONE ANOTHER. This is the natural result of working together to reach a goal. God wants
men to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4). So do you and I, and when we work together to help others
learn the message of salvation, that is going to draw and bind us together. When we are busy
teaching others, we will find ourselves praying together, we will ride or walk and talk
together, we will cry and rejoice together. When all the members of a congregation are busy
trying to teach the gospel to the lost, then they are giving their attention and energy to the
task of helping others be saved. That does not leave much time for fussin’ among
themselves.

...CAUSE SOULS TO BE SAVED AND THE CHURCH TO GROW. Yes, God’s word
will not return unto Him void (Isaiah 55:11). The church will grow when we sow the seed
(Acts 2:47; 4:4; 5:14; 5:41-6:1; 6:7). Is this not what we are working for, not our personal
glory, but the salvation of souls?! Remember the message of Mark 16:15, 16 — it begins
with preaching the gospel and ends up with salvation!

...CAUSE THOSE WHO ACTUALLY TEACH TO HAVE PERSONAL JOY. “They
that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed,
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him” (Psalm 126:5,6).
There is joy simply for a person in realizing that God wants me to teach others, and hey, that
is what [ am trying to do. Again, we rejoice with those who obey the gospel (Romans 12:15).
There is surely no way to top the wonderful joy that one feels as a result of helping a person
be saved! How would you feel if you saved a child’s life by grabbing him off the railroad
tracks at the last instant just before a speeding train passed, and as a result your picture was
on the local TV station and in the newspaper? Why, any of us would feel good about
themselves over something like that. Yet how much more precious than physical life is the
eternal soul of every person, and we ought to rejoice in knowing that we can have a part in
helping save a soul from eternal condemnation by teaching the gospel.

In so many ways evangelism brings great blessings to those congregations who practice it.
May God help each of us to be more excited about teaching the gospel of Jesus Christ to the
lost!



“‘Calling on the Name of the Lord’ Is All That’s Needed for Salvation!”
Jack H. Williams

This idea seems to be common in the religious world today, but there does not seem to be
a consensus on what is meant by “calling on the name of the Lord” amongst religious folk.
Is it to just believe, being saved by faith only? Does it mean that I am to pray for salvation?
Do I have to “sign the back of the tract” to affirm my faith? Do I have to confess that faith
to others? It seems there are many ideas of what calling on the name of the Lord is, but of
course the only one that matters is what God tells us it is.

In Romans 10:13 we read that “whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved”. But notice that in the context we find that it is essential to confess and to believe
(9-11). But in verse 14 we find that is it not just belief, for we read that one cannot “call on
him in whom they have not believed”. In verse 14 and 17 it is clearly taught that before that
can occur one must hear the Word of God. Which is it then? In verse 16 it is made clear as
we read, “But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed
our report?” God tells us here that calling on the name of the Lord is to obey the gospel.
Let’s look to an example of such.

In Acts 2 we read that those on the day of Pentecost were told that “whosoever shall call on
the name of the Lord shall be saved” (21). Peter and the other apostles went on to convict
those present of their sin of crucifying the Son of God (22-36). In response they people cried
out asking what they must do (verse 37). The inspired response was “Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost” (38). Question: “Did Peter change his mind from verse 21 to
verse 387! No, he, just as Paul in the Roman letter, was telling them to obey the gospel. In
verse 40-41 we find that 3,000 souls did just that as they “gladly received his word were
baptized”. As they obeyed the gospel in being baptized their sins were remitted and they
were added to the church by God. They had “called upon the name of the Lord” as the
inspired apostles taught.

God’s plan is clear in these and every passage regarding our salvation. He makes it
abundantly clear that Christ is “the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.”
According to God, “calling on the name of the Lord” is to obey the gospel.

Interesting Quote from the forefathers of the United States:

“During his lastillness he made this confession: — Martin Van Buren, eighth President of the
‘The atonement of Jesus Christ is the only United States; (“A Cloud of Witnesses” Page
remedy and rest for my soul.” 473; Stephen Abbott Northrop)

Observations and (oncerns

August 24, 2022

Welcome Visitors! We appreciate the encouragement you provide us by your coming.

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that
do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever” (Psalm 111:10).

Expression of Gratitude: Thanks is extended to all who quietly pray daily for the work of
the Oologah church.

Summer Series — The Summer Series speaker this evening is Russ Earl. His topic is
The Unity of the Church.

Don Iverson will be our guest speaker this coming Lord’s Day evening, August 28. He and
his wife, Cathy, make regular trips to do mission work which we have supported for a
number of years.

Gospel Meeting: September 11-15 with Toney Smith. Flyers are available in the foyer.
Remember in Prayer:

» We are grateful that Bill Dilks learned his cancer has not spread. He is scheduled to
begin treatments for his existing cancer in September.

» We are thankful that Jarretta Gray, sister-in-law of Nelda Hudson, is at home and
doing better.

» Ronnie Pierce, cousin of Nelda Hudson from Duncan, OK, was reported missing.
His family is greatly concerned.

» Kristin Rowell tested positive for COVID.

Assignments
Schedule of Services Wednesday, August24 | Sunday, August28 AM | Sunday, August 28 PM
) Sundays Announcements Paul Praschnik Russ Earl Chuck Northrop
@bleflasses. ' 1223 2m Song Leader Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen Doyle Jackson
orship..... :
.p Prayer Paul Praschnik Chuck Northrop Russ Earl
Worship... .. .. 5:00 PM .
Lord’'s Supper (speaker) | - Doyle Jackson Chris Nelson
Wednesdays oS T —
. ord's Supper | - aul Praschnk [ =
Bible Classes. . 7:00 PM PP
. Lesson Russ Earl Russ Ear Don Iverson
Website: oologahcofc.org
Prayer / Door Attendant Ross Swearingen Chris Nelson Ross Swearingen




