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Characteristics of a Christian
G.K. Wallace

A Christian is a marked man. The whole world can tell who he is. Christ pointed out the
definite signs of a true disciple in his Sermon on the Mount. These signs are a part of his
character, and all true Christians have every mark to some degree. The marks of a Christian
protect him and make it possible for him to lead others to Christ.

The marks of a Christian are not such as is seen by certain religious cults. Jehovah does
not tell a child of His how to dress the outward man except that the dress be modest. Any
modest apparel comes within the law of God (1 Peter 3:3,4).

What then are some of the true marks of a follower of the Lamb of God?

He is one who recognized the need of a higher power. “Blessed are the poor in spirit:
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). A proud and haughty spirit is evidence
that one is not a true follower of Jesus.

He is sorry for his mistakes. “Blessed are those who mourn: for they shall be
comforted” (Matthew 5:4). The man who mourns for his sins will be comforted.

He is a meek man. “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth” (Matthew
5:5). Meekness is not weakness.

He has an appetite for that which is good. “Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6). If one is hungry and thirsty for
spiritual things he will go where his appetite can be satisfied.

He is a merciful man. “Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy” (Matthew
5:7). Cruelty and harshness should have no place in our lives, and we should be kind and
gentle in the treatment of the faults and failings of all men.

He has a pure heart. “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God” (Matthew
5:8). The heart must be pure as well as the body. When the body sins it is directed by the
heart.

He is a peacemaker. “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called sons of God”
(Matthew 5:9). In many congregations there are some who constantly make trouble. They
are not true Christians regardless of how sanctimonious they may appear. We need in our
great brotherhood this day some real peacemakers. Such is the mark of a true child of God.

A Christian is a marked man. The world can tell he is a disciple of Christ. When one
obeys the gospel, we have no robe for him to wear that indicates that he is a follower of
Christ. We cannot put a ring on his finger nor a hat on his head to show the world that he
belongs to the body of Christ. However, if he is truly dependent upon God, sorry for his
mistakes, meek, merciful, clean in heart and in life, desires spiritual things and is a
peacemaker, all men will know that he walks in the path of right.

Since Gambling Is Not Mentioned in the Bible, 
Is It Really Wrong?

Garland M. Robinson

Gambling: “to play a game of chance for money or other stakes, to wager money or
other stakes on uncertain outcome, to expose something of value to risk or hazard in the
advantage of gain.” A simple definition of gambling would be: desiring the possession
(prize) of another, the gambler creates a risk (that of losing his own possession) in an
attempt, through chance, to gain the possession of another with nothing given in exchange.

Gambling takes many forms: from card games to dice and numbers, elections to sporting
events, lotteries, sweepstakes tickets, slot machines, punch boards, bingo, raffles, or even



Interesting Quote from the forefathers of the United States: 
“The Bible is true. Upon that sacred Volume I
rest my hope of eternal salvation through the
merits of our blessed Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ.” – Andrew Jackson, seventh President
of the United States; the first sentence of his will
(Page 247; S.A. Northrop)

pitching pennies. Literally anything and everything can be betted on and turned into an evil
purpose and scheme.

Whether one is gambling or not does not depend on the amount of risk or the intent of the
wager. It may be $5 or $5,000, it may be 50 cents or 1 cent, the principle is the same. Only the
amount differs.

Jesus said a tree is known by its fruits (Matthew 7:15-20). What are the fruits of
gambling? They are corrupt from the word “go.” Gambling conflicts with the Bible in at least
six major areas. It violates the principle of: Earning a living through righteous means.
“Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing
which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth” (Ephesians 4:28). Loving your
neighbor as yourself. “...All things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them...” (Matthew 7:12). Shunning the appearance of evil. “Abhor that which
is evil; cleave to that which is good” (Romans 12:9). Christian stewardship. “...It is
required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). Showing a Christ-
like example. “Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all
men” (Romans 12:17). God’s plan for the home (Ephesians 5:23-31).

Gambling is a greedy desire to get something for nothing at the expense of another. It is
not an innocent past time or an appropriate fund raiser. It is covetousness which is idolatry
(Colossians 3:5). It is not given or authorized by God. It, therefore, stands condemned by
God. Why not make a living by an honest means? Why prey upon others and depend on their
certain destruction in order to “get ahead?”

Observations and Concerns

Assignments

Wednesday, August 10 Sunday, August 14 AM Sunday, August 14 PM

Announcements Russ Earl Paul Praschnik Chuck Northrop

Song Leader Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen Doyle Jackson

Prayer Chuck Northrop Doyle Jackson Chris Nelson

Lord’s Supper (speaker) -------- Chris Nelson Russ Earl

Lord’s Supper -------- Doyle Jackson --------

Lesson Mike Roberts Russ Earl Bill Dilks

Prayer / Door Attendant Chris Nelson Paul Praschnik Ross Swearingen
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Bible Classes. . 7:00 PM
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August 10, 2022

Welcome Visitors! It is our pleasure and honor to welcome you.

“Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth
for ever” (Psalm 106:1).

Summer Series — The Summer Series speaker this evening is Mike Roberts. He preaches
for the Lord’s church in Porter. His topic is Worship Through the Lord’s Supper. 

Expression of Gratitude: Within any congregation, there are those who quietly do things
without others knowing. For them, we are truly grateful. 

Our monthly potluck luncheon is Sunday, August 14th after morning services. Everyone
is invited to stay!

Bill and Lynn Dilks have expressed their desire to be identified with this congregation.
Please be sure to extend a welcome to them. A directory page for them will be available
soon. 

Remember in Prayer:

< Sammy Gray is making progress after suffering a stroke. We are thankful he was able
to attend worship services last Sunday.

< Lisa Earl had an emergency appendectomy and is recovering at home. 

< Ryan Jackson, grandson of Doyle & Dicie, is recovering from pneumonia. 

< Jarretta Gray, sister-in-law of Nelda Hudson, is recovering from COVID and surgery. 


