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UPON WHAT “ROCK” DID JESUS BUILD HIS CHURCH?
(Did Peter Lead Heaven, Or Heaven Lead Peter?)

Troy M. Cummings

Matthew 16:18-19 is a tremendously important passage of Scripture for several reasons.
In this passage, Matthew records, 

“And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the
keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.”

Most religious people know the Roman Catholic Church believes Jesus, here, said He would
build His church upon the apostle Peter as the “rock” foundation.

In the text, Peter is called “Petros” (ÐÝôñïl - Greek), a masculine gender Greek noun
with a literal meaning of “rock” or “stone” that is, a detached piece of rock, either small or
up to a good size chunk of rock. But in the passage Jesus did not say that He would build His
church upon this masculine stone or chunk of rock, Peter. Instead, in the original language,
there is a sharp contrast between Peter (“stone”) and the large layer, bedrock, or foundation
rock, or even mountain of rock, the feminine gender Greek noun petra (ðÝôñá - Greek).
Liddell and Scott Greek Lexicon states (p. 1176): “There is no example in good authors of
petra, in the signification of petros, for a single stone...” Petra is defined by Liddell and Scott

as “a ledge or shelf of rock.”
 The apostle Matthew wrote his Gospel in Greek, and when his Greek readers read it, here
is the impression they received (as best we can express it in English): “You are Petros a
masculine stone or piece of rock, and upon this large feminine bedrock or layer or shelf or
foundation rock, (Petra), I will build my church.” Greek readers of Matthew would instantly
see the sharp contrast Jesus made and would never think Jesus said He would build His
church upon Peter.

A learned effort has been made to destroy the force of this clear Greek truth by saying
Jesus spoke the Aramaic language, and that Aramaic makes no distinction between the two
kinds of rock, using the one Aramaic word kepha. In the first place, it is agreed worldwide
that the original manuscripts of our New Testament are in the Greek language, not Aramaic.
The Holy Spirit inspired the New Testament writers to write in the Greek, and in Matthew
16:18 the Greek makes a sharp distinction and contrast in the use of words. Did the Holy
Spirit make a mistake in the Greek in Matthew 16:18? Certainly not. Even if Jesus was
speaking Aramaic, we can depend upon the Holy Spirit not to make a mistake when he
moved Matthew to record it in Greek.

The general teaching of the New Testament, properly understood, prohibits the idea Jesus
built His church upon a mere human being, who sinned conspicuously at least twice. 

The great bedrock foundation upon which Jesus built His church was the monumental
truth or fact which Peter had just confessed as recorded in Matthew 16:13-19. And that
foundation truth is the divine Sonship of Jesus Christ. Nothing less can be the foundation for
God’s indestructible spiritual kingdom.

As for verse 19, most English translations do not bring out the full and exact force of the
original Greek. The English “whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven:
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven,” does not show the sharp
contrast in the Greek of these statements. Very literally the Greek reads: “whatever you may
bind upon the earth shall be having been bound in the heavens, and whatever you may loose
upon the earth shall be having been loosed in the heavens.” To bring out more smoothly in
modern English the thought in the Greek, the translation would be: “whatever you may bind
upon the earth will be what has already been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose upon
the earth will be what has already been loosed in heaven.” There is much difference in
meaning between the aorist active subjunctive (“may bind” and “may loose”) and the future
perfect passive periphrastic participles (“shall be having been bound,” etc.). Clearly Jesus
said, Peter you may bind only what heaven has previously bound, and you may loose only
what heaven has previously loosed. Heaven leads, and you, Peter, follow. You will be our
inspired spokesman to bind or loose as we have determined beforehand.

The entire teaching of the New Testament confirms this understanding of these vital
truths in Matthew 16:18-19.

—adapted



Interesting Quote from the forefathers of the United States: 
“Among his manuscripts are minute and elaborate notes
made by him on the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles,
which evince a close and discriminating study of the
Sacred Writings. In one of these notes, referring to the
Bereans as more noble than those of Thessalonica, he
commends their conduct ‘as a noble example for all

succeeding Christians to imitate.’ In another place,
speaking of the words of Jesus to Paul at his conversion,
he says, ‘It is not the talking but the walking and working
person that is the true Christian.’” – James Madison, fourth
President of the United States; “Biography of James
Madison” by William C. Rives (Page 307; S.A. Northrop)

The Church Built by Christ

V.E. Howard

Christ and His church are inseparable, now and for eternity. Just as certain as Christ is
the Son of God and His Father is in heaven, Jesus Christ built His church.

In Matthew 16:15-18, in response to the question, “But who say, ye that I am?,” Peter
answered, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” It was then Jesus declared,
“Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock
I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto
thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven...”

Furthermore, Jesus informed these apostles, “There be some standing here, which shall
not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom” (Matthew 16:28), and
His kingdom would come “with power” (Mark 9:1).

There can be no doubt, Jesus promised, “I will build my church.” It should be observed
Jesus said, “My church.” The church belongs to Him; Not my church or your church,
Campbell’s church or Luther’s church. Jesus said the church which He would build, would
be His church!

To the apostles, Jesus gave assurance He would give them the “keys of the kingdom” and
they would in “no wise taste of death” until this great event, the establishment of His
kingdom, His church, be accomplished. Christ used the terms “church” and “kingdom”
interchangeably. The church is the kingdom. The kingdom is the church.

Would it not be rather strange Christ promised His apostles, “I will build My church,”
but give them the “keys” to something else? Jesus used the terms “church” and “kingdom”
synonymously.

– adapted

Observations and Concerns

Assignments

Wednesday, July 27 Sunday, July 31 AM Sunday, July 31 PM

Announcements Chuck Northrop Russ Earl Russ Earl

Song Leader Doyle Jackson Ross Swearingen Ross Swearingen

Prayer Russ Earl Chris Nelson Chris Nelson

Lord’s Supper (speaker) -------- Paul Praschnik Chris Nelson

Lord’s Supper -------- Doyle Jackson --------

Lesson Donnie Nero Russ Earl Doyle Jackson

Prayer / Door Attendant Ross Swearingen Chris Nelson Paul Praschnik

Schedule of Services 

Sundays

Bible Classes. . 9:30 AM

Worship . . . . . 10:30 AM

Worship . . . . . . 5:00 PM

Wednesdays

Bible Classes. . 7:00 PM

Website: oologahcofc.org

July 27, 2022

Welcome Visitors! We are delighted to have you as our guests.

“I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: and I will glorify thy name for
evermore” (Psalm 86:12). 

Summer Series — The Summer Series speaker this evening is Donnie Nero who preaches
for the Lord’s church in Weleetka. His topic is Worship Through Teaching. 

A special note of appreciation is extended to those who serve during worship. 

Ladies’ Digging Deep Bible Study will be this Thursday, July 28, at 7:00 PM.

There will be no Sonshiners on Sunday, July 31.

Remember in Prayer:

< Sammy Gray is making progress at home after suffering a stroke.

< Pat Taylor is experiencing some challenges and is in need of prayer. 

< Christina Jackson, daughter-in-law of Doyle & Dicie, is recovering from knee surgery. 

< Jarretta Gray, sister-in-law of Nelda Hudson, is recovering from COVID and surgery. 

August Anniversary: 2–Vance & Darla Smith; August Birthdays: 5–Sammy Gray;
11–Marcella Dennis, Darla Smith; 29–Russ Earl; 30–Lisa Earl.

News — If you have news or prayer requests for this page of the bulletin, please let Chelley
or Chuck know. To keep facts accurate, it is always best to put it in writing. 


