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A Good Soldier of Jesus Christ

Chuck Northrop

As Paul wrote his last letter, he encouraged Timothy to endure hardship. He said, “Thou
therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth
himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a
soldier” (2 Timothy 2:3,4). The concept expressed by the apostle is “suffer hardship with
me.” In the first century, persecution was rampant as Paul was imprisoned, and Timothy
needed to endure persecution while he labored for the gospel. 

In Paul’s first letter to Timothy, he exhorted the young evangelist to “war the good
warfare” (1 Timothy 1:18). In his second letter, he wrote of how a person must endure. Every
Christian who wars the good warfare must not be involved with the affairs of this life in such
a way as to take priority over the affairs of godly living. What is really important in life is
not what most people pursue which are the things of this world. What is really important are
those treasures which our Lord spoke of when He said, 

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor
steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:19-21). 

Wise Solomon realized the things “under the sun” (things of this life) are “vanity of
vanities.” Therefore Christians ought to pursue “the things which are not seen” rather than
“the thing which are seen”...“for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which
are not seen are eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18). It only makes sense to live for those things
that will last throughout eternity and not those things that will be destroyed at our Lord’s
second coming (2 Peter 3:10).

It is true we live in the world, and there are some things about which we must be
concerned (cf. Romans 8:20). These things, however, are not to take priority over our
soldiering! Remember it was Jesus who said, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33). God will take
care of our necessities if we will put Him first in our lives! When we take a close look at our
lives, we realize what we think are real problems are not the necessities of life but those
things beyond necessities, yea even the luxuries of life. It is those luxuries that seem to blur
our vision of what is really important.

The good soldier makes the soldier’s sacrifice in order to “please him who hath chosen
him to be a soldier.” The rewards of this sacrifice are found in verse 10, “Therefore I endure
all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ
Jesus with eternal glory.” By being a good soldier, an honorable soldier will both save
himself and them that hear him (1 Timothy 4:16).

Please notice the four most basic points in being a good soldier of Jesus Christ: (1) The
good soldier must endure hardship. Christians are in a battle, and with any battle, hardships
must be endured. (2) The good soldier must not be so involved in the affairs of this life that
he cannot “war the good warfare.” (3) The good soldier strives to please his commanding
Officer, the Person who leads the ranks — Christ Jesus. (4) The good soldier will receive a
reward if he will continue in faithful service. That reward is salvation in Christ with eternal
glory. The reward is worth the fight!

Let us all determine, to be “a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”

Points to Ponder from Psalm 119:

< “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee” (v. 11).

< “Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law” (v. 18).

< “My soul fainteth for thy salvation: but I hope in thy word” (v. 81).

< “Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way” (v. 104).



Interesting Quote from the forefathers of the United States: 
“They are the result of a life of inquiry and
reflection, and very different from that
antichristian system imputed to me by those
who know nothing of my opinions. To the
corruptions of Christianity I am indeed opposed,

but not to the genuine precepts of Jesus
Himself.” – Thomas Jefferson, third President of
the United States, “written to Benjamin Rush,
on the Christian Religion” (Page 252; S.A.
Northrop)

PLEASE EXCUSE ME GOD!
Roddy Covington

Many people ascribe to the idea God does not need reasons to pardon those who do not
lend themselves to His service. He only requires excuses. And excuses are in no short
supply! In Luke 14:15-24 is the parable of the great supper. A man prepared a great feast and
bade many to come, “and they all with one consent began to make excuse” (verse 18). Of
course the meaning of the parable is that God has bade many to serve Him. Regretfully,
many people meet the invitation with shallow excuses. The three excuses offered were:

1. “I have bought a field, I must needs go out and see it, I pray thee have me
excused.” This man thought his earthly possessions (i.e. the things of this world; 1 John
2:15) would excuse him from serving God. Like Demas (2 Timothy 4:10), he was willing
to forsake God “having loved this present world.” Sometimes we forget that it is a privilege
to serve God (Psalm 122:1; 144:15), as it is easy to allow the mundane things of the world
to distract us. In contrast to the man in verse 18 who wanted to sell out God to serve his field,
Barnabas, the “son of exhortation” sold his field to serve God (Acts 4:36-37).

2. “I have bought five yoke of Oxen, and I go to prove them, I pray have me
excused.” This man could not find time to serve God for he had to go to work. Of a truth it
is important that a man must work (2 Thessalonians 3:10; 1 Timothy 5:8), but our ambition
to “climb the corporate ladder” can not come between us and our service to God (Matthew
6:19-24)!

3. “I have married a wife and therefore I cannot come.” This man’s excuse was
family ties. A person has an obligation to his family (Ephesians 5:22-6:4). In fact, under the
law of Moses a newlywed was not allowed to go to battle or work out of town for the first
year of the marriage (Deuteronomy 24:5; 20:7). God understands our obligation to family;
In fact, He demands obligation to family but not to the extent of being excused from Divine
service (Matthew 10:37-38).

In the end we will not be able to argue possessions, ambition, or family as a legitimate
cause for neglecting God’s invitation. We offer ourselves as a “living sacrifice” (Romans
12:1) on a “daily” basis (Luke 9:23), with “all thy heart” (Matthew 23:37), without
complaint, and without excuse and the feast is ours (Revelation 2:10).

Observations and Concerns

Assignments

Wednesday, July 20 Sunday, July 24 AM Sunday, July 24 PM

Announcements Chris Nelson Paul Praschnik Russ Earl

Song Leader Ross Swearingen Doyle Jackson Doyle Jackson

Prayer Paul Praschnik Paul Praschnik Chuck Northrop

Lord’s Supper (speaker) -------- Chuck Northrop Paul Praschnik

Lord’s Supper -------- Chris Nelson --------

Lesson Keith Cagle Russ Earl Ross Swearingen

Prayer / Door Attendant Chuck Northrop Ross Swearingen Chris Nelson
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Worship . . . . . . 5:00 PM

Wednesdays

Bible Classes. . 7:00 PM
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July 20, 2022

Welcome Visitors! We are delighted to have you as our guests.

“I will freely sacrifice unto thee: I will praise thy name, O LORD; for it is good” (Psalm 54:6). 

Summer Series — The Summer Series speaker this evening is Keith Cagle who preaches
for the Lord’s church in Locust Grove. His lesson is on Worship Through Prayer. 

It is with heartfelt gratitude, we give thanks for our Bible class teachers.

FYI: The Oologah Observer is published each Wednesday. 

Summer Bible Camp — Several of our members and children are at Bible camp this week
and should be returning Friday or Saturday.

News — If you have news or prayer requests for this page of the bulletin, please let Chelley
or Chuck know. To keep facts accurate, it is always best to put it in writing. 

Remember in Prayer:

< Sammy Gray is home from the hospital after suffering a stroke. He has nurses
helping him and is doing ok. 

< Jarretta Gray, Nelda Hudson’s sister-in-law, is suffering from numerous health
problems, including COVID. 

< Pat Taylor’s son is in need of prayers. 

< Christina Jackson, daughter-in-law of Doyle & Dicie, is recovering from knee surgery.

< Sympathy is extended to the family of Shenia Dindy, sister-in-law of Tia
Swearingen, after the sudden loss of her dad. 


