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Being an Observer

Chuck Northrop

In any field of study, observation is essential and necessary. Sports and entertainment are
accompanied with observers — even observers willing to pay a price to observe. In fact,
many such events could not continue without an audience. Being an observer, however, can
mean different concepts. In fact, the same event can have different types of observers. Please
consider these:

Bystanders — One type of observer is the person who has a casual interest in an event
for various reasons but has no desire to participate or to be involved. More than likely in any
stadium or auditorium, there are persons present because of the interest of a friend or spouse,
and not because of personal interest. Sadly, there are folks who come to Bible classes and
worship services who really have only a casual interest. Maybe they are there because of a
parent, friend, or spouse, but whatever the reason, they make no effort to actively participate
in worship. Is that the kind of observer God seeks?

Spectators — Another type of observer is the person who has more than a casual interest
but is not willing to play the sport or run for a political office. He or she is interested in
keeping records of wins and losses and in being aware of various players and teams. They
follow closely their political affiliations, but they really have little desire to be in the

forefront of the political arena. Thus, they are more than a bystander. Once again, you can
find such persons in the Lord’s church. They know all the preachers, elders, and deacons in
the area. They know which churches are growing and what each church is doing or not
doing. They keep all the statistics but are really not true participants. What do you think? Is
this the type of observer God desires?

Analysts — In addition to the previous, this type of observer has great interest in
observation for various reasons. He or she might be an official monitor or regulator for a
nation. He may observe army movement and arms buildup. The analyst might also observe
political events around the world. In the scientific world, he or she will watch for the various
chemical changes or reactions of materials. It probably is clear the church also has analysts.
In fact, Jesus spoke of those who behold the mote in their brother’s eye but somehow seem
to be able to look around the beam that is in their own eye (Matthew 7:3-5). Paul explicitly
stated some in the church at Rome needed to stop judging one another over matters of
options (Romans 14). James observed such judging among brethren (James 4:11-12). Since
God is the only rightful judge, such judgment is condemned. Nonetheless, the analysts within
the church continue. Is this the type of observer God wants?

Participants — This is the type of observer who actually participates in an event. It is
the person who observes a holiday in a customary or proper way. He or she may observe a
national holiday by participating in a parade. Within the worship assembly of the church, a
song leader may state, “Let us sing this song to help us prepare our minds to observe the
Lord’s Supper.” This type of observance is more than being a bystander, a spectator, or an
analyst. It is properly putting into practice what God teaches through His word. Would this
not be the type of observer God looks for?

Compliance — This is the type of observer who conforms to, practices, and complies
with a law or condition. It is sometimes stated a person observes the laws of the land. He or
she lives according to and complies with national, state, and local laws. To observe the
speed limit laws is to act in accordance with the laws regulating the speed of a vehicle.
Within the Great Commission, Jesus charged His disciples to take the gospel into all the
world, “teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you...” (Matthew
28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16). The Christian should observe the laws of God as recorded in the
New Testament and by which all men will be judged. Would you not agree, this is the type
of observer God wants all of us to be?

As you can easily and readily see, there are various types of observers. The real question
each of us ought to ask is, “What kind of observer am 1?”



The Oologah Observer

As an editor and/or writer sets out to write a paper such as The Qologah Observer, he or she
must set purposes and goals to be accomplished. Basically, there are two purposes of a church
bulletin — teaching and news. The real difference between church papers is the emphasis placed on
one of these two areas.

As the editor of The Oologah Observer, it is my responsibility to decide the emphasis and
guidelines of this paper. As an evangelist, my commission is to “preach the word” (2 Timothy 4:2)
for the purpose of evangelizing the world and edifying the church. Therefore, the primary direction
of this paper will be teaching.

What better way is there to teach than the printed page? God thought so highly of the printed
page that He gave us the Bible in that form. The printed page can often teach where the spoken word
cannot. The printed page can be laid aside and read later, even years later. The printed page gives
opportunities for greater study in that it can be read over and over or even laid aside to study a
subject more extensively without missing the next point.

Informing a congregation of news is also an important task. Therefore, a part of The Oologah
Observer will be dedicated to the fulfillment of that purpose. Sadly, much of the news of a
congregation is never recorded because it is not brought to our attention. If you have any news,
please let us know. Chelley Nelson will be collecting the information for the Observations and
Concerns page.

We truly hope you enjoy reading The Qologah Observer Also, we hope you enjoy the new face
lift. Please feel free to share it with your friends and family. Oh, one more item for consideration:
It is especially written and designed for YOU, dear readers!

Chuck Northrop

Interesting Quote from the forefathers of the United States:

“Almighty God, and most merciful father, who didst from thy presence, as far as the east is from the west,
command the children of Israel to offer a daily sacrifice ~ and accept of me for the merits of thy son Jesus Christ,
to thee, that thereby they might glorify and praise thee  that when | come into thy temple, and compass thine
for thy protection both night and day, receive, O Lord, altar, my prayers may come before thee as incense; and

Observations and (oncerns

July 6, 2022

Welcome Visitors! You are our honored guests!

Summer Series — The Summer Series speaker this evening is Doug Dingley. He preaches
for the Chouteau Hills church in Chouteau, OK.

Potluck — This coming Sunday, July 10, after the morning service will be our next potluck
dinner. All are invited to stay!

Summer Bible Camp — Several of our members and children plan to be at Bible camp this
week and next.

Remember in Prayer:

» Sammy Gray has been in Hillcrest Hospital after suffering a stroke. He is scheduled
to be moved to rehab this week.

» Bren & Chelley Nelson, Tia Swearingen, Praschniks and Carmonas have been ill.
» Dan Dennis recently had a CT scan to check on his ongoing health concerns.

» Marcella Dennis is going to rehab for a recent shoulder injury.

» Vance & Darla Smith continue to have ongoing health concerns.

» Christina Jackson, daughter-in-law of Doyle & Dicie, is recovering from knee surgery.

» Dale & Betty Jackson are both home with serious health concerns.

my morning sacrifice which | now offer up to thee; | yield
thee humble and hearty thanks that thou has preserved
me from the danger of the night past, and brought me to
the light of the day, and the comforts thereof, a day
which is consecrated to thine own service and for thine
own honor. Let my heart, therefore, Gracious God, be
so affected with the glory and majesty of it, that | may
not do mine own works, but wait on thee, and discharge
those weighty duties thou requirest of me, and since
thou art a God of pure eyes, and wilt be sanctified in all
who draw near unto thee, who doest not regard the
sacrifice of fools, nor hear sinners who tread in thy
courts, pardon, | beseech thee, my sins, remove them

as thou wouldst hear me calling upon thee in my
prayers, so give me grace to hear thee calling on me in
thy word, that it may be wisdom, righteousness,
reconciliation and peace to the saving of the soul in the
day of the Lord Jesus. Grant that | may hear it with
reverence, receive it with meekness, mingle it with faith,
and that it may accomplish in me, Gracious God, the
good work for which thou has sent it. Bless my family,
kindred, friends and country, be our God & guide this
day and for ever for his sake, who lay down in the Grave
and arose again for us, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.”
- George Washington, “The Daily Sacrifice, Sunday
Morning” (Pages 485-486; S.A. Northrop)

»  Bill Dilks was diagnosed with bladder cancer this past week.
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