
Address 

13800 S. 4080 Rd on Hwy 169 

South of Oologah 

P.O. Box 527 

Oologah, OK  74053 

918-443-2025 

 

www.oologahcofc.org 
oologahcofc@oologahcofc.org 

facebook.com/oologahchurchofchrist 

 

Service Times  

Sunday 

Bible Class: 9:30 A.M. 

Worship: 10:30 A.M. & 5 P.M. 

 

Wednesday 

Bible Study:  7 P.M. 

 

Preacher:     
Russ Earl 
 

AM Sermon:  

Bind Us Together 

(Rom 15:5-7) 

 

PM Sermon: 

Whoever Hates His Brother… 

(1 Jn 2:9-11) 

 

Sunday AM Bible Class: 

Glen Carns 

 

Wednesday Bible Class: 

Book of Acts – Vance Smith 

 

In SEARCH of the Lord’s Way 

Tulsa KOTV- TV 6 

Sunday mornings at 8:00 am 

 

The Gospel Playlist Radio 

Network 

To listen to our internet radio 

program visit  

www.gospelplaylist.org 
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Should the Church have a pattern? 
By Jack Williams 

 

If we look around, it is clear most men believe the answer to the question 

of the title is “No.” But if one looks to God’s Word instead of man’s wishes, he 

will find that God has always been concerned with the pattern of those things He 

has commanded. For example, in the Hebrews letter, we read of the commands 

given to Moses as he received the Old Law on Mount Sinai. We are told he was 

to “make all things according the pattern” (8:5; see also Exodus 25:40). 

A“pattern” is “an example... the pattern in conformity to which a thing must be 

made” (Thayer’s Greek English Lexicon). God was very concerned with His 

instructions or patterns being followed in the Old Testament. But did you realize 

in the New Testament age (the time wherein we all now live – Matthew 28:18-

20), He is even more concerned? In Hebrews 2, we are told “we ought to give the 

more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should 

let them slip” (Hebrews 2:1-3). Isn’t it strange then that we look about at the 

multitude of churches in our day and see so many differences? One would think 

God did not care enough about the blood bought church (Acts 20:28) to give a 

pattern! But a study of the New Testament teaches clearly that such is not the 

case. God has given a pattern. For example, let’s notice some aspects of the 

Lord’s pattern in His promise pertaining to the church in Matthew 16:18-19: 

And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock 

I will build m y church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound 

in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven. 

From this passage alone, we can see several things about the “pattern” of the 

church: 

• “church . . . the kingdom of heaven” – The Lord obviously equated 

the church and the kingdom. Any church which seeks to separate 

them is not following the Lord’s pattern. 

• “I will build” – The church at that time was not in existence. A 

careful reading of the scriptures shows that until Acts 2 the church 

is spoken of as in prospect. From Acts 2 onward, the church is in 

existence. Any church that has a beginning time other than the day 

of Pentecost in Acts 2 is not following the Lord’s pattern. 

• “my church” – The church is the Lord’s, not man’s. In His Word, 

it is described by terms that show His ownership. Man’s churches 

have strange names – name of men who built them, names of 

teachings they follow or practices and other such manmade terms. 

These are not following the Lord’s pattern. 

• “I will give thee the keys” – Keys are obviously used to enter. The 

Lord has provided a pattern for entrance into His church, a pattern 

followed in Acts 2 when the church began. Those who “gladly 



received his word were baptized” (Acts 2:41) “for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). While many obviously believed 

in Christ (Acts 2:37), only those willing to accept and obey the pattern were added to the church (Acts 2:41-47). Today 

man has rejected His pattern in teaching infant baptism, faith only, and the like. 

Clearly, God is concerned and has given a pattern for His church. He did this because He is concerned with our 

salvation. The question comes down to us — Are we concerned with the pattern He has given? Obviously, many are 

not, that is why you can “attend the church of your choice.” It really comes down to you. Are you ready to “make all 

things according to the pattern” and attend the church of His choice? 


