
Address 

13800 S. 4080 Rd on Hwy 169 

South of Oologah 

P.O. Box 527 

Oologah, OK  74053 

918-443-2025 

 

www.oologahcofc.org 
oologahcofc@oologahcofc.org 

facebook.com/oologahchurchofchrist 

 

Service Times  

Sunday 

Bible Class: 9:30 A.M. 

Worship: 10:30 A.M. & 5 P.M. 

 

Wednesday 

Bible Study:  7 P.M. 

 

Preacher:     
Russ Earl 
 

AM Sermon:  

Exodus Lesson 10 “Crossing 

Over”  Exodus 14:3-6 

 

PM Sermon: 

Nahum 

 

Sunday AM Bible Class: 

D. Jackson 

 

Wednesday Bible Class: 

Book of Acts – V. Smith 

 

In SEARCH of the Lord’s Way 

Tulsa KWHB-47  

Sunday mornings at 7:30 am 

 

Oologah Internet Radio 

Programs 

 

Russ’ Program on Friday’s  

@ 8am & 8pm 

 

Vance’ Program on Wednesdays 

@ 6:30pm & Thursdays @ 6:30am 

 

LIVE broadcast on Mondays @ 

4:30pm 

 

Visit www.tgrn.org to listen! 

Now on iTunes. 
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“What Does the Bible Teach about How I as 

a Woman May Serve in the Church Today?” 

By Robin Haley 

 

It is not unusual for many to ask this question. Ever since (and perhaps 

even before) the conflicts and discussions of the Equal Rights Amendment, 

women protesting unfair treatment in the work place, the “sexual revolution” 

which spawned the “unisex” thinking in everything from fashion to marriage, the 

“gay rights movements,” and other cultural changes, men and women have been 

pursuing the question about what and how a woman may serve in religion. 

Foolish is the person who concludes that such a question is unworthy and needs 

not be addressed. This is a vitally important question, for if the Lord has 

addressed such things as women and their service to Him, then for us to ignore 

such instruction would be dangerous indeed. 

Some, perhaps out of reaction to what they may consider untraditional, or 

un-American, or even sinful cultural changes, have assigned women to a totally 

hands-off position in religious matters. They regard women as second class or 

worse and do not even offer much hope in the possibilities of women going on to 

a “reward” after this life. This is a false and sinful attitude. 

Others, likely due to their desire to be popular and in “keeping with the 

times” will afford women a totally free ride in every aspect of leadership in 

religious affairs. After all, this is America. Women are free. They are equal. They 

are as good as (or better than) men. There are “no holds barred,” and there ought 

never be any distinctions made between men and women. 

In view of what the B ible teaches, both of these points of view are 

extreme and incorrect. What does the Bible teach about the role a woman may 

occupy in the work, worship, and service of the church? As always we must ask 

the apostle Paul’s question from Romans 4:3 “what saith the Scripture?” 

Many women were regarded as important followers of our Lord 

while He was upon the earth (please read Luke 8:1-3). Women accompanied 

Jesus during His trial, crucifixion and burial (again, Luke 23-24). A woman was 

the first to see the risen Lord. Women were regarded as equal believers who were 

“added to the Lord” (meaning became members of the Lord’s church; saved; 

became Christians, Acts 5:14). Women were regarded as “leading members of 

society” or “chief women” (see Acts 13:50; 17:4; 17:12). They were even 

regarded as worthy to be arrested, persecuted, and tormented for the Lord’s cause 

(Acts 8:3; 9:2; 22:4). 

What then can we learn from these few examples of how women were 

viewed? This is a vital point: it is not the case that women were regarded as 

second class citizens, nor is it true that they were never considered worthy of a 

chief position in the culture of that time. Why is this important? Because the role 

of women in the church cannot appeal merely to culture to determine her place. 

Rather, we must appeal to the Lord’s command. 

So again we ask: “What saith the Scripture?” The Lord commands women 

to profess godliness and be modest (men are to do the same, incidentally, 1 

http://www.tgrn.org/


Timothy 2:10). Women are to be faithful (1 Timothy 3:11). Women are to be reverent and teachers of good things 

(Titus 2:3,4). Women can be of great service to the church as was Phoebe (Romans 16:1). However, the Lord has 

placed some restriction on women. They may not preach nor teach over men (1 Timothy 2:8-12), and in the public 

assembly of the church for worship. She is not to take a leading role nor to speak out in teaching nor prayer. She is to 

be silent (1 Corinthians 14:34). 

Again it must be noted, the Lord’s teaching on these matters is not merely that of culture, for the culture of the 

first century certainly permitted women to occupy chief positions in various aspects of their society. 

Let us note again the passage of 1 Timothy 2. Having just relegated men to the position of leadership in spiritual 

matters (such as prayer and other forms of public worship, verse 8), then reminding his women readers of their limits 

regarding teaching and having dominion over men (verses 11 and 12), he then explains in verses 13 and 14. The first 

word Paul uses is “for” which indicates he is explaining what he has just written. “Here is the reason that I write for 

women not to have dominion or usurp authority over men in spiritual things” says Paul. Because Adam was first 

formed, then Eve. What’s this? Paul’s reasoning is not based upon culture but creation and G od’s ordained order of 

things. 

Finally let us take note of Paul’s reasoning regarding women keeping silence in the churches as he wrote in 1 

Corinthians 14. Note again verse 33-35: “for God is not a God of confusion, but of peace. As in all the churches of the 

saints, let the women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but let them be in 

subjection, as also saith the law. And if they would learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home: for it is 

shameful for a woman to speak in the church.” God has commanded this, it is not a matter of culture. 

Today’s American culture says that a woman may take a leading role in about anything she may desire…even 

in spiritual matters. But the Lord has not so taught. Let us be content with what God has taught us. In this way, women 

shall be a blessing to the local congregation and viewed as precious in God’s sight. God bless you in your study of His 

word. 

 

 


