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“A good friend of mine and I were talking the other day 

about the Bible, and she said that only 144,000 people 

will go to heaven, does the Bible really teach that?” 
By Wayne Brewer 

 

You have asked a very good question and are to be commended for 

seeking a Bible answer. The Bible says those in Berea “were more noble…in that 

they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures 

daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11). 

There is a doctrine put forth by the “Jehovah’s Witnesses” which teaches 

that only 144,000 people will go to heaven and be with God. This is no doubt the 

doctrine your friend was referring to. Various Jehovah’s Witness publications 

state, “…the final number of the heavenly church will be 144,000, according to 

God’s decree” (Let God Be True, p. 113), and “… Christ Jesus and the 144,000 

join theirs will rule as ‘the kingdom of heaven’…as such they will be functioning 

at ‘the new heavens’ with respect to obedient mankind” (The Kingdom is at 

Hand, p 350-351). 

The doctrine of only 144,000 people going to heaven is taken from two 

verses in the book of Revelation where the number 144,000 is mentioned. The 

first verse says, “And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there 

were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the 

children of Israel” (Revelation 7:4), and the second verse says, “And I looked, 

and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Zion, and with him an hundred forty and four 

thousand, having his Father’s name written on their foreheads” 

(Revelation 14:1). 

The doctrine of 144,000 people going to heaven arises by forcing the 

number to be a literal number rather than figurative. These verses are found in the 

book of Revelation, which is prophetic literature, and a characteristic of prophetic 

literature in both the Old and New Testaments is that numbers, as well as many 

other terms, are symbolic. They cannot be taken literally. 

It is essential to note the book of Revelation is filled with and was written 

in symbolic language. For example, the phrase “I am Alpha and Omega” is used 

throughout the book with reference to Jesus (Revelation 1:8,11 & 22:13). The 

word “Lamb” is used throughout the book with obvious references to Jesus 

(Revelation 5:6,8,12,13;6:1,16; 7:9,10,14,17; 12:11; 13:8,11; 14:1,4,10; 15:3; 

17:14; 19:7,9; 21:9,14,22,23,27; 22:1,3). 

The doctrine of the 144,000 takes the number of both verses as literal, but 

nothing else in the verses. The doctrine does not take it literally that the 144,000 

come from “all of the tribes of the children of Israel” which would exclude 

anyone who lived this side of the cross. The doctrine does not take literally the 

144,000 will be standing on a literal “mount Zion” with a literal “Lamb.” Please 

remember that phrases, words, and numbers throughout the book of Revelation 

are consistently used in a figurative manner, and to force a literal meaning upon 

them does something the author did not intend.  



The doctrine of only 144,000 people going to heaven and being with God violates other clear and literal verses 

of the Bible. Jesus said, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He 

that believeth and is baptized shall be saved…” (Mark 16:15-16). Jesus did not limit the number of people who could 

be saved and go to heaven. The only limit is failure to obey the word of the Lord. The inspired word of God also says, 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth, to 

the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16). God has not limited the number of people who will be saved and 

go to heaven, for as the inspired author says, “…to everyone that believeth…” It is God’s will and desire that every 

human being who has ever lived, from Adam on, be saved and live eternally in heaven with G od. “For God so loved 

the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 

life” (John 3:16). The gospel has been preached from the day of Pentecost in the city of Jerusalem with the purpose of 

allowing every person the opportunity to go to heaven (Acts 2:38). 

If the number 144,000 cannot be taken literally, then what might this number mean? Given the context of the 

book, the chapter, and the verses the number is found in, and the figurative number itself, the number most probably 

simply symbolizes the saved of all humanity. The saved on both sides of the cross have been saved by the blood of the 

figurative Lamb, Jesus Christ, and are there with Him and the Father, in heaven, identified as the saved (1 Peter1:18-

19). You can be among the saved, or the figurative 144,000, simply by believing and obeying the gospel of Jesus Christ 

(Acts 2:37-38,41). 


