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Pride and Contention Go Hand in Hand 

Toney Smith 

 

 Proverbs 13:10 states, “Only by pride cometh contention…” Adam Clark in his 

commentary summed up this passage in this way; “Perhaps there is not a quarrel 

among individuals in private life, nor a war among nations, that does not proceed 

from pride and ambition. Neither man nor nation will be content to be less than 

another; and to acquire the wished-for superiority all is thrown into general 

confusion, both in public and private life.” It is pride that will cause men to be 

haughty and self-centered. In Proverbs 6:17-19, there is a list of seven things 

which the Lord hates. H is hating pride should be of no surprise because this 

disposition of men’s hearts is associated with violence, fatness, corruption, 

oppression, and a haughty spirit. Each of these characteristics reveals the heart 

and are foreign to godliness (Psalm 73:6-8). 

  The words pride and proud are found in both the Old and New Testaments. Pride 

is found in forty-six verses, and proud in fortyseven. This number does not 

include other words which carry the same meaning. The word pride means 

“empty, braggart talk or display; swagger; and thence an insolent and vain 

assurance in one's own resources, or in the stability of earthly things, which 

issues in a contempt of divine laws. The vainglory of life is the vainglory which 

 belongs to the present life” (Vincent Word Studies). The prideful man craves the 

grandeur and pomp of a vain-glorious life; this includes thirst after honor and 

applause. It is the feeling of a person being full of self with no regard or need for 

another. Someone has said that pride hides a man’s faults and magnifies them to 

everyone else. As we have already stated, pride is something which God hates 

(Proverbs 6:16-19), and those who possess such is resisted (opposed) of God  

(1 Peter 5:5). 

 Why is God so much opposed to pride? Why is it so bad in His sight? Pride is the 

disposition of mind which leads men to reject the will and way of God. The 

prideful will not seek after God, and God is not in his thoughts at all. We will list 

just a few of the things which pride will cause a person to do when it becomes our 

set of mind and way of living. 

 Pride causes us to forget who we are and what we are to be. We are to be servants 

and not ones who seek to be served. The Lord’s lesson in Luke 17:7-10 is that 

some men demand to be served and do not even give thanks. When we serve the 

Lord, we are simply doing our duty. “So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all 

those things which are commanded you, say, W e are unprofitable servants: we 

have done that which was our duty to do” (Luke 17: 10; Ecclesiastes 12:13). Yet 

man’s pride will keep him from being a servant. In Philippians 2:1-8, Paul gives 

an example of servitude. We are to have the mind of Christ and be content with 

being a servant of the Lord. 

 Pride will cause men to overlook their own sins. This principle is taught in 

Matthew 7:1-5 when we overlook our faults and magnify the error of others. One 

man said; “On one side, self-love blinds us to ourselves; and, on the other, envy 

and malice give us piercing eyes in respect of others. When we shall have as 
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much zeal to correct ourselves as we have inclination to reprove and correct others, we shall know our own defects 

better than we know those of our neighbor.” Pride will cause us to stay in our sinful condition because there is no 

humility which causes one to see his own state of affairs. Humility is the opposite of pride. Godly people will be 

clothed in humility, thus avoiding the sin of pride (1 Peter 5:5). 

 Pride will cause men to avoid repenting from their sins. To keep oneself in the right condition with God, he must be 

willing to admit sins and turn from them. The prideful person will seek to justify what he does. He will turn every way 

seeking solace of self. God’s word tells us we must take a clear and hard look at ourselves through the eyes of truth and 

make whatever changes are necessary. James encourages us to look honestly at our lives and not be ruled by pride 

(James 1:19-26). The proud will see the image and convince himself that the reflection of his self is not so bad and will 

go away and forget what he really is. The humble will be exalted and will inherit the earth (1 Peter 5:6; Matthew 5:5). 

Why? Because they will see themselves through the eyes of truth and will make the changes necessary to please God. 

(John 8:32; 1 John 1:5-10) 

We need to examine ourselves from time to time so as to know where we are and what we are (2 Corinthians 13:5). 

When we humble ourselves before God, it is an impossibility to be prideful and haughty. When we truly realize the 

power and majesty of God, pride will have no place in our hearts (Psalm 139:14). Every man should recognize it is God 

who will preside at the final judgment scene. At that time every prideful spirit will realize the worth of his ego. “I know 

that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (Jeremiah 10:23). God promised 

to lift up those who will humble themselves before Him (Matthew 23:12). 

 The outcome of pride is failure and being in contention with God will bring a dreadful end. Therefore let us 

ever seek to be the humble servants of God (James 4:6, 10; 1 Peter 5:5-6; Philippians 2:1-8). Humility is the key to a 

successful life (Proverbs 22:4). 


