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          Repentance 

    By Wayne Brewer 

 

Early in the preaching ministry of Jesus, the inspired author Matthew 

writes, “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, ‘Repent for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand’” (Matthew 4:17). After Jesus had completed his 

ministry and work upon this earth, having been crucified and raised from the 

dead, Jesus said, “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached 

in his name among all nations… ” (Luke 24:47). It is evident that from the 

beginning to the end of Jesus’ work here on earth and after he left earth, that the 

theme of “repentance” was an important and essential message to be preached. 

What is repentance and its place regarding salvation? 

A simple definition of repentance is a change of thinking and attitude that 

bring about a change of action. Repentance begins with one’s thinking and 

attitude of heart, as is suggested by the original Greek word used for repentance. 

Greek scholar, W. E. Vine, defines the word “repentance” (or as it is in the 

Greek, “metanoeo”) as literally meaning “to perceive afterwards (meta, after, 

implying change, noeo, to perceive, or nous, the mind).” Repentance is a change 

of mind and attitude that results in changed actions. 

Since the mind and heart is where repentance begins, there must be 

teaching and preaching first (Matthew 4:17, Mark 16:15, Luke 24:47). The 

process that takes place in the mind and heart of the individual is because one has 

heard and believed the word of God, as Paul wrote, “For with the heart man 

believeth unto righteousness . . . So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 

the word of God” (Romans 10:10,17). 

Belief or faith must come before repentance because it is impossible to 

repent without first believing or having faith. “Now when they heard this (the 

preaching of the gospel – WB), they were pricked in their heart, and said unto 

Peter and the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then 

Peter said, repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the remission of sins...” (Acts 2:27-38). Biblical repentance is not a changed 

action based upon having been forced to change against one’s will. Neither is it a 

change of action merely to please another person. Biblical repentance is the 

conviction of mind and heart that leads to a change of action brought about by 

hearing the truth or the gospel that leads to a changing of one’s life. As the Bible 

says, “...they that gladly received his word were baptized...” (Acts 2:41). 

The Christians in the city of Corinth are an example of biblical repentance 

in that they received the word of God into their minds and hearts and changed. 

Paul wrote, “For though I made you sorry with a letter . . . Now I rejoice, not that 

ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance, for ye were made sorry 

after a godly manner...”(2 Corinthians 7:8-9). 

God’s plan of repentance for one who is not a Christian comes after 

hearing and believing his word but before being baptized (Acts 2:37-38,41). The 

blessing of God’s plan is forgiveness of sins, rejoicing in salvation (Acts 8:39), 

being added to the Lord’s church (Acts 2:47) and enjoying the continued 

cleansing power of Christ’s blood as one walks in the light of his word (1 John 

1:7) 

 



 


