
 

The Martyr’s Cry 

Rev 6:9-11 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to remind us of the important message of the martyrs. 

 

Intro: 1. A martyr is someone who died because they refused to deny the faith.  

  2. Martyrs are an example of faithfulness and a constant reminder of the cost of 

                  faithfulness.  

 

I. Faithfulness to Christ is Costly 

 A. Stephen, the first Christian martyr paid with his life (Acts 7:51-60). 

  1. Stephen asked the Lord to  ‘receive my spirit” (Acts 7:59) 

  2. May the spirit be distinguished from the body? (James 2:26).  

 B. John saw the souls of those who had been slain.  

  1. Jesus had used “soul” to identify the part of man not subject to being killed (Mt 10:28) 

  2. These souls had made the “supreme sacrifice” 

 

II. The Fact of Life after Death 

A. These were the souls of those who had been slain.  

B. These people had a conscious existence although they had been slain.  

1. These souls were not “sleeping”. They had a conscious existence.  

C. These souls were in a place where they had access to the Lord.  

1. Paul said that when he died that he would go to be with the Lord  

(Phil 1:22-23) 

2. Hades, that all receiving place, has one area where the souls of the righteous go to be 

with the Lord! 

3. When the Lord comes again those who have “died in Christ” shall accompanty Him 

(1 Thess 4:13-18).  

D. These souls were given white robes (Rev 6:11) 

1. Their righteousness is now secured.  

2. They were kept clean by the blood of the Lamb (Rev 7:14). 

E. They were told to rest (Rev 6:11).  

1. Those who “die in the Lord” shall rest (Rev 14:13).  

2. There would be only “a little time” – from the vantage point of eternity – until the day 

the Lord would come.  

    

III. The Fate of Christ’s Enemies (Rev 6:10) 

 A.   Some fault this  message because of the cry to avenge the blood of martyrs. 

1.   God is a God of grace, mercy, and compassion.  

  2. However, we need to appreciate the “goodness and severity of God” (Rom 11:22) 

  3.  The very book that exalts God’s grace also pointedly declares His wrath  

     (Rom 2:3-11).  

 

 

 



 

 B. Paul plainly declared that the Lord would come to take vengeance upon those who reject 

            Him (2 Thess 1:7-9). 

  1. These brethren were having tribulation (2 Thess 1:7) 

  2. Paul told them to “rest with us” (2 Thess 1:7).  

  3.   Paul knew the Lord was in control.  

 C. The point of it all is this: the Lord is in control! 

  1. In His own time and in His own way He will show who is the “only Poterntate, the 

                King of kings, and Lord of lords” (1 Tim 6:15).  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. God’s people may expect trouble (Jn 16:33) 

  2. Those who kill God’s people cannot harm the soul (Mt 10:28).  

  3.   The message of the martyrs is a message of hope: Those who lose their lives for the 

                  Lord’s sake shall find them eternally (Mt 10:39).  

  4.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


