
 

RTC-L.7 Crucifixion 

“The Last Mile of the Way” 

Matthew 27:32-37, Romans 5:8 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis: I want to you to remember, always, what Christ did for you. 

 

Intro: 1. The beating and the crucifixion of Jesus has been called the most horrific deaths a 

                  man ever experienced. 

  2. Its duration, its pain, and its intensity is one that makes it difficult to discuss. 

  3. The only thing more difficult, is discussing why it was necessary. 

 

I. The Journey to the Cross  

 A. The people followed Christ and mourned for Him (Lk 23:26-27) 

  1. Seeing the state of Christ no doubt got a lot of attention. 

  2. Christ is an innocent man, and for some the Son of God, naturally many would 

                  follow Him to the place of His death.  

 B.   Christ speaks to the people following Him (Lk 23:28-32) 

  1.   Christ tells them the days were coming when they would try and hide from the truth. 

                  To cover themselves and hide from God. 

  2.   Christ finishes His statement by basically saying if they do this openly, what will be 

                 done secretly? 

 

II. The crucifixion.  

 A.   The process 

  1.   The victim would be placed on the cross, with each arm spread out, and his legs 

                  placed together.  

a. Anatomacily, the wrist is considered part of the hand.  

b. The nails, would have been placed in the center of the wrist to prevent the nail 

from coming out of the hand.  

c. Because of the nerve in the wrist, any pressure on the wrist would of caused 

tremendous pain.   

 B. The difficulties of the cross 

  1. A person couldn’t simply breathe on the cross normally. Because you would be 

                  literally hanging by the nails in the wrist and resting on the nail in your feet. 

  2. For this reason, the victim would have to lift themselves up, causing great pain in the 

                  wrist, and breathe out by lowering themselves down on the nail in their feet. 

  3. Therefore, the person would be alternating between terrible pain and terrible pain.  

  4. In the midst of unbearably pain, what did Christ say? Luke 23:34a 

 

III. Events while on the Cross 

1. The Soldiers cast lots for His clothing (Lk 23:34b) 

2. A criminal and paradise (Lk 23:39-43) 

3. Jesus’ care for Mary (Jn 19:26-27) 

4. Darkness covers the land (Mk 15:33) 

5. Jesus forsaken? (Mt 27:46) 



 

6. Jesus’ death (John 19:28-30; Luke 23:46) 

7. The Earthquake (Mt 27:51-54); signifies a change, a change in everything 

  

Application & Conclusion:  

1. Why has Christ laid down His life? (Jn 15:13-14) 

  2. Let's close by taking a close look at Romans 5:8-9. 

  3.   Full Invitation 

 


