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Intro: 

A. A Psalm of David which probably is prompted by his sin with Bathsheba. In 2 Samuel 

11:2-17, David saw a woman of beauty; he lusted for her, and afterward tried to hide his 

sin and shame.  

a. In 2 Samuel 12:1-14, Nathan relates the simple story of the rich man with flocks 

and herds and the poor man with just one little ewe lamb. 

b. David becomes angry and cries out, “the man that hath done this thing shall surely 

be put to death.” To which Nathan responds, “Thou are the man.” 

B. In this Psalm we see the humble David crying out to God. 

 

In this Psalm we find…. 

 

A. A Cry for Mercy (v.1-2) 

a. No preliminary remarks and no excuses are made. He seeks mercy! 

b. He seeks to be clean. 

i. “Blot out my transgressions” (Isaiah 43:25; 44:22) 

ii. “Wash me thoroughly” (Hebrews 9:14; 1 John 1:7,9; Acts 22:16) 

 

B. A Confession of Sin (v.3-5) 

a. David acknowledges his transgressions (1 John 1:9; Luke 13:3,5) 

b. Recognizes that his sin is against God (Gen 20:6; 39:9) 

c. Note verse 5. This verse does not teach that David was born a sinner  

(Mark 10:14). 

 

C. An Appeal for Full Cleansing and a New Heart (v.7-12) 

a. “Purge me with hyssop” seems to be an allusion to complete cleansing  

(Leviticus 14:1-7). 

i. The phrase “that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice” refers to 

the complete and deep affliction of his being. He is brought to his knees. 

b. The prayer for renewal (v.10-12) 

i. There was a need to have a clean heart and a right relationship with God 

(2 Corinthians 5:17). 

ii. He desired the restoration of salvation.  

This brings real joy (Galatians 5:22; Luke 15:7, 9, 24; Jeremiah 15:16). 

 

 

 

 

 



D. A Promise Giving (v.13-15) 

a. Not making a bargain with God. But a statement of ability…”then” 

i. Teaching others requires being right with God 

 (Matthew 5:13-16; 1 Thessalonians 1:5-6). 

b. Living the gospel is necessary for those who will teach the gospel. 

 

E. The Proper Sacrifice (v.16-19) 

a. He is not stating that sacrifices were not necessary under the Law, rather a 

sacrifice without the heart is of no value (Psalm 50:8-12; Amos 5:22; Malachi 

2:17; Isaiah 29:13; 1 Samuel 15:20-22). 

b. God had encouraged the restoration of the walls of Jerusalem. Then the sacrifices 

would be accepted. 

c. The same would be true of one rebuilding the walls of his heart. For it is then that 

one’s sacrifices would please God (Romans 12:1-2).  


