
 

Four Horses & the Martyrs 

Revelation 6 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis:  I want to show the lessons we can learn from this chapter.  

 

Intro: 1. There are many lessons that can be learned from the book of Revelation.  

  2. We have probably heard many ideas about the “Four horsemen” of revelation. 

  3. Tonight we will consider the truth behind the events in Revelation 6.  

 

I.  The Four Horses  

 A. The White Horse (v.1-2) 

  1.  We find in this verse and following verses how difficult the Christian life was during 

                 that time and how difficult it is still today.  

a. The bow stands for military power as we also see this idea elsewhere in 

scripture (Jer 51:56, Psalm 46:9).  

  2.   The white horse among the ancients symbolized victory.  

   a. The horse and its rider represent conquering warfare & conquest. 

   b. In a spiritual sense you might call the rider “greed” (James 4:1).  

 B. The Red Horse (v.3-4) 

  1. The red horse and its rider take peace from the earth with a great sword, the sword of 

                battle.  

   a. Surely this underlines the slaughter that come through war. 

   b. The Red horse represents Strife. 

   c. “Red” comes from the word fire, so flame red or possibly blood red.  

    i. This underlines the slaughter that come through war.  

    ii. It is important to teach/preach against jealousy, hate, greed & selfishness, as 

                            these are the basic motives of war (James 4:1).  

 C. The Black Horse (v.5-6) 

  1. The pair of balances represents the doling out of food as seen in verse 6.  

  2. The Black horse indicates the black picture that follows war: sorrow, famine, scarcity 

                and want a common thing with war.  

a. The Black horse represents Famine.  

b. Black is associated with grief and mourning  

(Isa 50:3, Jer 4:28, & Lam 5:10[KJV]) 

 D. The Pale Horse (v.7-8) 

  1. The pale horse represents the death that follows the pattern set forth as seen up to this 

                point.  

a. The Pale horse represents death, disease and pestilence. 

2. There are four specific ways God rendered judgment in the O.T.  

 a. Sword 

 b. Famine 

 c. Beasts 

 d. Pestilence 

 

 



 

II. The Martyrs & the 6th Seal  

A. The Martyrs under the Altar (v.9-12) 

1. Although they were slain, they are still alive, not asleep.  

2. The Martyrs are found under the altar because they had been sacrificed on the altar of 

faithfulness.  

a. These cry out for vengeance to be taken, but God’s redemptive purpose in 

history must be worked out, even if more suffering be involved.  

B. The Sixth Seal (v.13-17) 

1. No one is free from the judgment that will come from Christ.  

2. Here we find God’s judgment will come upon all, from the highest to the lowest. The 

godless will be judged.  

   

  

III. Lessons for us today. 

 A.   Christians must endure difficult times.  

1.   The Christians in Bible times had great hardships, but they endured.  

  2. Today, we can endure as well (Rev 2:10) 

 B. God will bring vengeance on those who persecuted His faithful.  

  1. God can and does bring righteous judgment on the wicked (Rev 12:19).  

   a. Judgment that only He can bring.  

  2. The persecuted saints under the altar desired repayment on the wicked.  

   a. God promised it would come (Rev 6:11).  

 

Application & Conclusion:  

1. Those in Bible times faced many difficulties far worse than ours today. 

  2. They endured and if we remain faithful to God we can endure also.  

  3.  Full Invitation 

 

Non-Christians must: 

Hear – James 1:22, Romans 10:15,17 

Believe – Jn 12:44, Jn 8:24, Mt 16:16 

Repent –Luke 13:2-3 

Confess – John 12:42, Romans 10:9 

Be Baptized – 1 Pt 3:21, Acts 22:16, Col 2:11, Mk 16:16, Rom 6:3-4 

Live faithfully – John 14:15, Rev 2:10 

 

Christians must: 

Repent: Acts 17:20, Acts 8:37, Lk 13:3 

Pray: James 5:16, 1 Jn 1:9 


