
 

Effects of a Friendship with Christ #2 

“Effects of a Friendship with Christ on your family” 

John 15:14, 2 Tim 1:5 

By Russell Earl 

 

Thesis: I want to show the effects that our biblical friendship with Christ has on our families. 

 

Intro: 1. When a person becomes a friend of Christ (an obedient servant) several things 

                  happen. 

  2. Besides being part of God’s family; friends of Christ must handle certain effects that 

                  being a friend of Christ involves. 

 

I. Changes in your children’s education (Deut 6:7a, 2 Tim 1:5)  

 A. The Bible is a special book. 

1. One of the first things we must instill in our children is that the Bible is indeed a 

special book. A book from God, (2 Tim 3:16a) to us (2 Peter 1:3, Titus 1:3).  

2. When our children understand the importance of the Bible we can then teach them 

about God from the Bible. – It’s easier to teach someone properly about righteousness 

with the Bible than without it. 

 B.   Our children must know who God is and His love for them. 

            (Acts 2:39- “and to your children”) 

1.   God has shown his love in the past and in the present and we must share this with 

them (Ps 78:4-7). 

  2.   Our children must know our hope rests in God  

(Ps 4:8 “You alone”, Ps 86:10 “You alone”;  Ps 71:5). 

3.  Our children can be taught at home but they can also be taught in Bible classes 

     designed and prepared for them and others their age. However, -parents- our children 

     must be present to do so. 

 

II.  Changes in your families priorities. 

 A.   A friendship with Christ means having godly priorities (Mk 12:30) 

1.   If we put God first doesn’t that mean us and our lives come second and God comes 

first (Mt 6:33)? Seek Him first….not second, third or anything else-first. 

2.   What did Christ make clear when he talked to a “certain ruler” (Lk 18:18-25)? He 

showed us that unless He is first, He is basically last. Where are Christ and the church 

in your life?  

 B. Handling relationships with long-time but unbelieving friends. 

1. Life is filled with difficult and often painful decisions. Our friendships have a part in 

shaping our lives. Do some friendships cause us to be shaped and pushed into 

something displeasing to God? While some friendships allow us to influence others 

for good, if we are constantly being tested by those friendships it may be wise-to 

move on (Job 12:4, Job 16:20) 

2. One of the blessings of being a child of God is having the opportunity to make new 

friends- God fearing and God obeying friends (Pro 18:24). 

 

 



 

 

III.   Changes in how your family is treated and viewed by others. 

A. Family time can be tough 

 (Mt 10:34-37 “A man’s enemies will be those of his own household.”) 

1.   Family members who aren’t believers or who are not members of the church can 

cause us hardship. As a servant of God we must do our best to be examples to them 

while at the same time not condoning sinful actions or denominational ideas. 

  2. Those who condone wrong are not, as the Bible says “worthy” of Christ (Mt 10:37). 

 B. Enduring hardships for Christ 

1. While we do not seek out conflict, following God and His Word sometimes brings 

difficulty on us. We should try our best to make our comments in love when talking 

about God and His word (Eph 4:15a). 

2. One of the hardest things to handle is declining actives that have you have been 

involved in previously.  

a. Family and friends sometimes like to bring negative attention on those who 

have decided to no longer be involved in activities where they see no error or sin. 

b. One should try their best to lovingly help others understand that avoiding 

activities that you no longer want to have a part in is not wrong. 

c. Sometimes it is best to simply leave before such activities take place or to 

schedule a different time to visit. 

 

  

Conc: 1. We have clearly seen the effects of being a friend of Chris has on our family. 

2. A friend of Christ must be willing to accept the effects of such a friendship on their 

family. A person who is unwilling to give up Christ despite any negative effects that 

come about from the world is a true friend of Christ (Mt 10:37). 

  3.  Full Invitation 

 


