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Thoughts from the Preacher 
“I’ll never forget what they said” 

Have you ever heard that phrase or said it yourself?  

Words are powerful.  

Words can break the spirit of a person (Pro 17:22). Words can also lift a 

person up (Pro 12:25) and the right word can save (Ps 119:105). 

How are you using your words? 

 

DON’T WAIT TOO LONG! 

By Toney L. Smith 

 “Why do you wait, dear brother, O, why do you tarry so long? Your 

Savior is waiting to give you a place in His sanctified throng. Why not, 

why not, why not come to Him now?”  

How many times down through the years have we heard someone say, 

“One day I am going to obey the gospel” or “I know I need to repent, 

and one day I am going to do that.” However, I am sad to say that a 

great number of those never found the time to make themselves right 

with God. They waited too long!  

Matthew 25:1-13 records the sad example of five virgins that waited too 

long. Jesus identified these five women as “foolish.” Why were they 

called foolish?   

 

1. They knew the Bridegroom was coming. And they “went forth” to 

meet Him. Yet, they had not prepared for the event (Matthew 25:1). 

Scripture tells us their lamps had gone out. They had neglected to fill 

their lamps with oil. Today, there are many whose light has gone out 

because they have not filled themselves with that which produces light 

(Psalms 119:105). Those without the light are destined to stumble in 

darkness (John 11:10). We cannot “let our lights shine before others” 

(Matthew 5:16) if we do not have the light.  

 

2. “While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept” 

(Matthew 25:5). Thayer’s Greek Definitions tells us the word slumbered 

means “fall asleep; to be negligent, careless; to linger or delay.” Paul 

speaks of the danger of sleeping, “Ye are all the children of light, and 

the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 

Therefore, let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:5-6). Our lamps must not be out when our Lord 

returns!  

 

3. The Bridegroom came when the foolish virgins were not ready. 

They had neglected opportunities that would allow them to be ready at 

all times. Far too many have planned for a tomorrow that never came! 

Many are living as if they can control a day they do not have! 

Inspiration tells us that eternal life requires readiness. James 4:13-14 

“Go to now, ye that say, Today or tomorrow we will go into such a city, 
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and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the 

morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth 

away.” I wonder just how many have stepped into eternity, still making plans for what they would do 

tomorrow!  

 

4. These foolish virgins learned that it is possible to wait too long. The Lord’s admonition, “Watch 

therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh” (Matthew 25:13).  

The five “wise virgins” were prepared for the Bridegroom’s coming. They were looking forward to the 

Lord’s return “… they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.” Do we 

anticipate His return? When will that return be? We do not know. Not even Jesus knows when the time will 

come, “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only” 

(Matthew 24:36). Which are we - WISE OR FOOLISH?  

 

It is immeasurably sad to know that some of our friends and loved ones know the truth but keep putting off 

obedience to that truth. Some say, “I will be baptized someday.” Others have obeyed the gospel in days 

gone by, but have become unfaithful. They are saying, “I know I need to repent, and one day I will. Just you 

wait and see.” We all know of some who WAITED TOO LONG! The sadness connected with this situation 

is far too painful to put into words. 

 

“Why do you wait, dear brother, the harvest is passing away; Your Savior is waiting to bless you: There’s 

danger and death in delay!” 


