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Thoughts from the Preacher 

“Evict the Devil”  
The Devil has no place in your life. 

Evict him by withstanding temptation and he will flee. 
James 4:7 

 
THE HONEYBEE (Pt. 1)  

(The following material was written by Roy Hearn and emailed by 
Ernest Underwood. Brother Hearn was born November 15, 1911, in 

Wilmer, AR and died November 25, 2000. He was 89. Brother Hearn 
was founder and director of the Memphis School of Preaching for 17 

years.)  
 

GOD AND THE HONEYBEE…  
In the study of every species of every kind in the world, from the one-
celled amoeba to the most complex creature on earth-man-thousands of 
thousands, every part of every creature, whether an eye or leg, or other 
parts, from the smallest to the greatest demonstrates design or purpose, 
which demands a designer, which demands intelligence, which leads us 
always back to God. In this brief article, let us consider:  
 
This insect has been called the "Masterpiece of Creation." A colony or 
hive may number from 10,000 to 70,000 or more. Each hive has three 
types, the queen, drones (males) and underdeveloped females, which 
are the workers. The purpose of the queen is not to rule the hive, but to 
produce young bees. She is the only fully developed female bee in the 
hive. In her lifetime she may lay as many as one million eggs. She may 
lay as many as 1,500 a day, in summer, to replace dead bees and enlarge 
the colony. The eggs hatch within three days. She lays unfertilized eggs 
in certain cells and fertilized eggs in others, the former to produce males 
and the latter females. After mating the queen carries the male sperm in 
her body. If a female bee is desired the queen presses the sac and 
fertilizes the egg to be deposited in a certain cell. If a male is desired, she 
does not press the sac to fertilize the egg and deposits it in an entirely 
different cell. How does the queen know which and how many of each 
to produce? Does she use a computer?  
 
The anatomy of the bee positively demands design. It has sharp tips on 
its feet to enable it to crawl on any rough surface, and also between its 
toes has suction pads that enable it to walk on slick surfaces like glass. It 
has two multiple eyes, or compounds of small eyes, and besides has two 
rod-like projections on the head which serve as sense organs and smell. 
Each projection has countless sense receptors by which the bee receives 
sensory stimuli and serve as organs for touch or smell. Bees don't get lost 
from their hives. It is guided by "the polarity of light." These eyes also 
serve as a compass, and as the earth turns and the rays of sunlight strike 
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at different angles, the bee, by use of its intricate eyes can glance at any part of the sky in daytime, interpret the 
angle of the sun's rays and immediately calculate the position of the sun, the time of day, and its own position 
relative to where the bee is gathering nectar and the location of its hive. (Many people can't find their way home 
with a compass.)  
The wings of bees are most amazing. Even they defy the evolutionist. They are amazingly efficient and powerful. 
They outdo a helicopter any day. Their wings move at the rate of 75 beats per second, and the bee can move up 
or down, forward, sideways or can hover like a hummingbird. It may be amazing that the bee can carry its own 
weight with such seemingly small wings. In order to carry a load of pollen, it seems like it would need much larger 
wings. But that would be a great hindrance. It could not get into the small entrances of many blossoms, and 
neither could it enter the small, six-sided cell to do its work in the hive. So, there must be a Great Engineer to 
design useful wings. Thus, the bee has two sets of wings, the larger in front of the smaller on each side of the bee 
(naturally). When the bee flies these two wings on each side are hooked together. The larger front wing has on its 
rear an edge which contains twenty microscopic hooks which are engaged to the smaller rear wing to give it the 
effect of one large wing when in flight. However, when the bee reaches the hive (or the small flower blossom), it 
disengages the two wings and folds them together as one, thereby becoming small enough to make its entrance to 
cell or flower. Now, we are made to wonder if the first bee sat down at the drawing board and designed such 
wings. Or, did the Creator do it for the bee?  
 
Talk about "busy as a bee." Each bee must fly to a thousand blossoms to gather a stomach full of honey-making 
material. It is said that it takes fifty stomachs full to fill a thimble with honey, therefore, fifty thousand flowers must 
be contacted to get a thimbleful of honey. (How many humans would like to be honeybee? There would surely be 
no honey!) Also, very amazing it is that in gathering nectar to make honey, the bees of the same hive go to the 
same kind of plant and blossom to get their materials. They don't mix it. If today the bees are making white clover 
honey, they all go to a field of clover, not to an apple tree. If they are making honey from the blossom of soybeans 
all of them go to a soybean field, not to a peach orchard. The queen does not tell them what to do, so how do 
they know?  
 
It is estimated that there are six million to ten million species of insects in the world, according to the United 
States National Museum and others. Of these millions, the honeybee is perhaps the most interesting.  
[To be continued next week] 


