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Thoughts from the Preacher 

“A Lesson for Mankind” 
A lesson that so much of mankind has yet to learn. There is no lasting 
fulfillment from earthly gains. 

 
Ecclesiastes 2:9-11 
“So I became great and excelled more than all who were before me in 
Jerusalem. Also my wisdom remained with me. 
Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. 
I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure, 
For my heart rejoiced in all my labor; 
And this was my reward from all my labor. 
Then I looked on all the works that my hands had done 
And on the labor in which I had toiled; 
And indeed all was vanity and grasping for the wind. 
There was no profit under the sun.” 

 

Man must learn what matters in life. Numerous books and movies have 
been made that attempt to answer what is the meaning of life. What is 
most important? 
God’s Word answers that question. Man often ignores it because it’s not 
in-line with our desires. However it does not change it from being true. 
Listen to God’s Word and apply them. Failure to do so results in the 
failure of ever seeing Heaven. 

 
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: 
Fear God and keep His commandments, 
For this is man's all. 
For God will bring every work into judgment, 
Including every secret thing, 
Whether good or evil.” 

Weekly Article 
Paul, the Master Preacher 

Part 2 of 2 
By Wendall Winkler 

The Preacher’s Methods 

“As you know how we exhorted and comforted and charged everyone of 
you, as a father doth his children.” (v. 11). 
In this passage we can see that in doing his work the preacher is to use 
the methods of (1) exhortation, (2) comforting and (3) charging. This 
text reminds us of Paul’s charge to a young preacher, Timothy, when he 
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said, “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine.” (2 Tim. 4:2). There are times when a preacher needs to exhort, encourage and commend. There are 
other times when he needs to comfort, strengthen and console. Then there are times when he needs to charge, 
reprove and rebuke. With knowledge gleaned from a study of the word (2 Tim. 2:15), and wisdom having been 
gained in answer to prayer (Jas. 1:5), he will know when to do what. 

The Preacher’s Mode 

“Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that 
believe.” (v. 10). 
Notice those three adverbs of behavior: holily, justly and unblameably. Truly, his mode of living was most 
exemplary. The preacher’s life is the life of his preaching. The messenger is his message. Unquestionably, others 
must see in us a personification of that which we advocate. We must be living epistles. We must practice what we 
preach. Preachers of the word must never have the concept of do as I say, not as I do. Rather, like Christ, we must 
begin both to do and teach (Acts 1:1). Otherwise, men will not hear what we say from seeing what we are. 

The Preacher’s Motivation 

“But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak.” (v. 4). 
The gospel is a sacred trust! How sobering this thought really is. Consequently, the gospel being a trust, we must 
give an account to God for the same how we have studied it, how we have lived it, how we have preached it. A 
constant consciousness of this fact will make a considerable difference in how the preacher goes about his work. 


