
 

 

The Oologah Informer 
June 30th , 2019 

 
Thoughts from the Preacher 
“Righteous Measurement” 

Until you measure yourself with God’s Word,  
you will never know where you stand with Him.  

 
Does Character Matter? 

By Hank Lawrence 
If you are responsible for hiring someone for a job, what qualities 
would you look for? Obviously, to be a qualified candidate that person 
would have to have the necessary skills for the job, but what qualities 
do you look for beyond that? Suppose that you have several candidates 
with the exact same skill background; what would set one apart from 
the rest? The overwhelming answer would probably be their character. 
I can’t imagine anyone would want to hire a person that was lazy or a 
thief. I can’t imagine things like being a drunkard or a compulsive liar 
would bode well for any candidate. The character of the person in 
question would certainly matter. We pick people based on character all 
the time. Most of us select our mechanics or doctors based on their 
character. We should select our politicians based on character, 
although sadly, that’s not usually the case. The Bible speaks frequently 
of the character we must possess as Christians. As people charged with 
being the light to a dark world, we must make sure our character is 
something Christ will be proud of.  
A Christian must have virtue. This describes an attitude showing high 
moral standards. God calls us by His glory and virtue, 2 Peter 1:3, 
“According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath 
called us to glory and virtue:”. As Christians, we must strive to imitate 
God, which means we also should possess virtue, 2 Peter 1:5, “And 
beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue 
knowledge;”  
Christians must possess integrity. This means unable to be corrupted. A 
person with integrity contains an upright attitude that strives to be 
innocent. Psalm 26:1, “Judge me, O LORD; for I have walked in mine 
integrity: I have trusted also in the LORD; therefore, I shall not slide.”. 
David made a habit out of walking with integrity so that he would not 
fall.  
Christians must possess trustworthiness. This means they must possess 
a proven character that comes from a history of honesty, Romans 5:3-
4, “And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and 
experience, hope:”. While reputation definitely matters, character 
matters much more. A reputation is what people think of you, but 
character is what God knows you to be. A man named H. Jackson 
Brown Jr. once said, “Our character is what we do when we think no 
one is looking.”  
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Character has to start within us. It is molded by what you think (Mark 7:14-23). How we think influences our 
actions (Proverbs 4:23-27), which in turn dictates how we live our life. I believe Satan understands this better 
than we do most of the time. That is why it is so important to maintain our thoughts on proper things, and don’t 
give in to the lusts around us (Philippians 2:5). We must set our sights on things higher than this Earth 
(Colossians 3:1-4).  
One of the most important factors in building character is consistency. To have an honest character, one cannot 
lie just sometimes, one must be truthful consistently. Character is formed based on our habits (Philippians 4:9) 
and is more than just knowing the right thing to do; it is actually doing it. To form proper character, habits must 
be made (James 1:25)!  
Habits usually don’t come without sacrifice, though. Paul spoke much on what he had to endure (2 Corinthians 
11:23-30). Have you ever wondered why he didn’t just give in (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)? Wouldn’t it have been a 
lot easier to just throw in the towel? Paul saw things differently than the world; he saw there was a value in his 
beliefs. Even if he had to suffer for what he believed in, it was worth it (Philippians 3:7- 14). Strive to be a 
person with a backbone, even when people aren’t looking. Strive to be that person of character people can 
depend on.  
In searching for a partner in marriage, think hard on who you want to marry. The riches will come and go. The 
beauty will fade. The fame will die out. It is the character of a person that endures. Character matters with who 
we interact with, and it matters to God. God sees your character and knows your heart. What kind of character 
do you possess? Are you proud of it? 

 


