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Thoughts from the Preacher 

                                  “Push Yourself” 

                        Push yourself to greater levels  

                                     of Godliness. 

 

Ezekiel’s Response to the Culture War of His Day 

by Frank Chesser 

 

Ezekiel 16 is a treasure house of nuggets of truth that Americans need 

to heed, ten of which will be addressed in this article. First, only divine 

revelation can enable a man to “know” his sin (vs. 2). Only by 

knowing God can a man know his sin. The Bible commences with 

God: “In the beginning God” (Genesis 1:1). It ends with God: “The 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen” (Revelation 

22:21). In between these bookends of divine truth is a library of sixty-

six books that paint portraits of the nature of God, from whom all 

spiritual truths flow. Three words sum up the book of Isaiah and the 

whole of God’s revelation to man: “Behold your God” (Isaiah 40:9). 

When Isaiah beheld God in all of His glory, majesty and holiness, he 

saw the scope of his sin as never before (Isaiah 6:1-5). 

Adam and Eve lost sight of the God they both saw and knew and 

plunged themselves and the world into darkness. “Wherefore, as by 

one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 

passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Romans 5:12). The 

power of fleshly lust blinded the spiritual eyes of the righteous 

descendants of Seth to the beauty of God’s holiness as they gazed with 

delight upon the carnal daughters of Cain’s descendants and “they took 

them wives of all which they chose” (Genesis 6:2), acts of sin that 

produced a world of people void of a single righteous thought and 

opened the door to the global Flood. The first generation from Egypt 

never saw the God that Isaiah saw, and their lives testified to their 

spiritual sightlessness. God informed Samuel that from Egypt onward 

“they have forsaken me, and served other gods” (1 Samuel 8:8). They 

wanted a God of power that could liberate them from Egypt but not a 

God of holiness, justice, and wrath Whose very nature demanded, “Be 

ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16), and condemned and punished 

sin. 

 

The idols that Israel brought out of Egypt were added to and 

multiplied, and they plagued the nation for most of its national life. 

Solomon allowed his love for God to be supplanted by his love for 

“many strange women” (1 Kings 11:1), and “his wives turned away his 

heart after other gods” (1 Kings 11:4). The northern kingdom 

inaugurated its national existence with roots in idolatry as Jeroboam 

“made two calves of gold, and said unto them, ‘It is too much for you 

to go up to Jerusalem; behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up 
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out of the land of Egypt’” (1 Kings 12:28). Israel became so enamored with lifeless pieces of wood and stone 

that God said, “Ephraim is joined to idols; let him alone” (Hosea 4:17), because His mercy upon them was gone 

(Hosea 1:6), He was no longer their God (Hosea 1:9), and He would “cause to cease the kingdom of the house 

of Israel” (Hosea 1:4). Except for a minute remnant, they lived their national life sightless of the God that Isaiah 

saw. They were powerless to know their sin because they rejected God’s revelation of Himself through the 

material Universe, the law, the prophets, and confirming miracles. God destroyed them in Assyrian captivity (2 

Kings 17:21-23). 

 

Under Rehoboam’s rule, the nation of Judah initiated their national life with idolatry as they “built them high 

places, and images, and groves, on every high hill, and under every green tree” (1 Kings 14:23). With a few 

exceptions, they followed king after king who led them in idol worship and all of its confederate sins. God told 

Isaiah that except for a “very small remnant” (Isaiah 1:9), Judah would never be able to see their sin because 

they refused to see Him (Isaiah 6:5-12). This very chapter is permeated with God’s condemnation of Judah’s 

idols and their affiliated sins. Ezekiel’s audience in Babylon was led by leaders with “idols in their heart” 

(14:3), who could not see and know their sin because they could not see the “glory of the Lord” that Ezekiel 

saw (1:28). 


