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Thoughts from the Preacher 

“What do others see?” 

What will others see in you today?  

Will they see Christ or something or someone else? 

 

Matthew 5:14–16 (NKJV): You are the light of the world. A city that is 

set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it 

under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in 

the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 

your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

Weekly Article 

          “Baptism is a Burial” 

          By Toney L. Smith 

 

The world in general and the denominational world, in particular, have 

a false view concerning baptism. Many do not believe that a person 

must be baptized to be saved from their sins. Others believe that it is 

necessary but insist that sprinkling or pouring are acceptable forms of 

baptism. Since we can plainly see there are differences of opinions 

among men, we must look to the Bible to settle those differences. What 

does God’s word say on this vital subject?  

The Scriptures state that baptism is a burial in water. The 

apostle Paul penned these words in Romans 6:3-4 “Know ye not, that 

so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 

death? Therefore, we are buried with him by baptism into death: that 

like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

even so we also should walk in newness of life.” We also note in 

Colossians 2:12, “Buried with him in baptism…” A burial requires 

covering over. Webster defines burial as, “The act of placing a thing 

under earth or water.” This burial signifies that the old man of sin is 

dead and a new man immerges from the “watery grave” of baptism to 

walk in “newness of life.” To the Corinthians, Paul would say, 

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 

passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

This verse declares that those who are buried with Him in baptism 

become a “new creature.” This term new creature literally means a 

“new creation.” How is that possible? Jesus would describe this a being 

“born again” (John 3:3, 5). Nicodemus asked, “How can a man be born 

when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, 

and be born?” Jesus told him the new birth is a spiritual birth. Thus, we 

understand the manner in which we can “rise to walk in newness of 

life.” We are buried in baptism to have our sins washed away (Acts 

22:16) which causes the obedient become a new creature. Those who 

were in sin obtain forgiveness through baptism (Acts 2:38). 

Address 

13800 S. 4080 Rd on Hwy  

169 South of Oologah 

P.O. Box 527 Oologah, OK  

74053 (918) 443-2025 

 

www.oologahcofc.org 

oologahcofc@oologahcofc.org 

 

facebook.com/oologahchurchofchrist 

facebook.com/biblewaymedia.org 

Instagram.com/biblewaymedia 

On iTunes, search “oologah church 

of Christ” in the podcast section 

 

Service Times 

Sunday 

Bible Class: 9:30 A.M. 

Worship: 10:30 A.M. & 5 P.M. 

 

Wednesday 

Bible Study: 7 P.M. 

 

Preacher: 

Russ Earl 

 

AM Sermon: 

Christ the High Priest 

(Heb 5:1-6) 

 

PM Sermon 

Spiritual War 

(Revelation 12) 

 

Sunday AM Bible Class: 

Outline of the Bible - Praschnik 

 

Wednesday Bible Class: 

V. Smith 

 

In SEARCH of the Lord’s Way 

On Channel 6-2 Sundays @ 7:30 am 

The Truth in Love  

on Channel 19 Sundays @ 8am 

The Gospel of Christ TV Program 

on Saturday @ 7:30am on Channel 53 

 

Media & Podcast network 

Visit www.biblewaymedia.org for 

more info. 

 

The Oologah church of Christ only uses 

the KJV, NKJV or ASV translation of 

the Bible in classes & sermons. 



 

 

Many will affirm that one should be baptized, but the method is of no importance. In Acts 2:38 we read 

Peter’s answer to those who were pricked in their heart, “… Men and brethren, what shall we do?” He said, 

“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins…” The phrase “to 

be baptized” is part of the inspired answer. The word baptized is defined as “to immerse, to submerge (of vessels 

sunk)” (Thayer’s Greek Definitions). Acts 2:38 can be correctly read, “Repent and be immersed for the 

forgiveness of sins.” This is the command given by our Lord in Mark 16:15-16. Jesus chose to use the word 

immersion, not sprinkle or pour. There are those who say it makes no difference which method is used. We 

disagree with that conclusion. The words sprinkling and pouring are found in the New Testament, but not in 

association with the removal of one’s sins. Remember, the baptism represents a burial of the old man of sin. The 

word sprinkling (ῥαντίζω) is found in Hebrews 9:13 in reference to the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer. Pouring 

(καταχέω) is seen in Matthew 26:7 when ointment was poured out. God chose immersion (βαπτίζω) instead of 

these other two words. We should choose what the Lord chose! To use sprinkling or pouring instead of baptism is 

not logical. A closer look at Acts 2:38 reveals the correct understanding of this commandment: “Repent, and be 

baptized every one of you…” Each one of the hearers was to “BE IMMERSED.” An individual cannot be poured 

into the water! He could not be sprinkled into the water! However, each of them could be immersed. The action 

was to be done TO the individual. When our Lord said immersion that excluded any other method that man might 

devise.  

It is only through the means of baptism that we contact the blood of Christ (Romans 6:3). Compare Acts 

2:38 with Colossians 1:14 “we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” We obtain 

forgiveness of sin at baptism which is made possible through His blood. At baptism, we are cleansed by His blood. 


