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Thoughts from the Preacher 

“Start Over” 
“Sometimes You Have to Tear Down and Start Over” 

(1 Peter 4:3) 
 

Weekly Article 
          Where I Stand #6 

           By Russ Earl  
   
The question now under consideration is can a woman teach in the 
presence of men? There are denominations that use woman preachers 
and in recent years some churches of Christ now use women in the 
pulpit and in leadership positions. To answer our question today and 
any religious question we must go to the standard of authority, the Bible.  
 First, let's notice what Paul, an inspired man of God, told Timothy. 
"Let a woman hear about silence with all submission. 12 And I do not 
permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in 
silence" (1 Timothy 2:11-12). Was this said out of disrespect? Was it 
said to "put women in their place?" The answer is no. The Apostle said 
this so that women would know what their position in the church would 
not include. The same is done in the same chapter for men as well. As 
we look at the Bible, we find that men are to respect women especially 
their wives. "Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself for her," (Ephesians 5:25). Again, the same 
Apostle was speaking. Was he being sexist? Was he trying to oppress 
women? The answer again is no. Everyone in the church has a role and 
those roles have limitations set forth by God.  
 Remember what Paul stated in 1 Timothy 2:12. This was said in 
regard to women in worship. The same is stated in 1 Corinthians 14:34. 
Men are to be the leaders in the Lord's church. The qualifications for 
elders include they have a wife, the same for deacons. Thus, it is not 
possible for women to serve in these positions on this point alone. The 
preaching and teaching in public was done by men. When Christ chose 
He Apostles, who would also be teaching and preaching publically, He 
chose men. When He sent out individuals on the limited commission 
(Matthew 10), He sent out Apostles, men.  
 If we go back to the Old Testament we again find men in leadership 
positions. While some will cry "what about Deborah" the Judge. We 
must remember her role. The people came to her for judgment. She 
was not a proclaimer of God's message (Judges 4:5). In Acts 21:9 a man 
had virgin daughters who prophesied. Does this mean that they did this 
publically or in a worship service? Their prophesying must have been 
carried out in a way so that it did not violate scripture (1 Timothy 2:11-
12, 1 Corinthians 14:34). Otherwise it would violate scripture. Women 
can and have done great things for God, including teaching. However, 
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anytime someone steps beyond their God given role, it does not matter if it's men or women, God will not be 
pleased with them.  
 There are many areas in which women can instruct even in public. These events include ladies days, ladies 
retreats, ladies weekends, and other similar events where the audience is comprised of only women. Why? Well, 
as Paul stated, women are not permitted to teach or have authority over a man (1 Timothy 2:12, 1 Corinthians 
14:34).  
 We find in Revelation that one congregation was rebuked for allowing a woman to teach and have 
unscriptural authority (Revelation 1:20). She called herself a prophetess, God did not. She was allowed to teach by 
men, not by God. She was leading people astray. The problem began because of rebellion against God's authority, 
allowing a woman to have unscriptural authority.  
 It is clear in scripture that women have done and will continue to do great things for God. However, this 
will only happen where God's commands are obeyed. Let us always remember that God sets the standard and not 
men. Let us always be found obedient to Him.  
 
 


