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The subject of baptism is an often-discussed religious topic. Is 

baptism pouring water, sprinkling water, or immersion in water? 

Which is essential to salvation - baptism in water or baptism of the 

Holy Spirit? The answers given by men are varied. Some believe 

baptism is essential to salvation while others profess that baptism has 

no part in salvation. How do we determine the answer to such a vital 

subject? We would do well to let the Bible speak!  

The Bible lists several baptisms. There is the baptism of Israel 

(1 Corinthians 10:1-2), the baptism of John (Mark 1:4-5), the baptism 

of fire (Matthew 3:11; Luke 6:16-17), the baptism of suffering (Luke 

12:50), the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5), and the baptism of 

the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19). Most of the religious world 

today teach the baptism of the Holy Spirit is essential for salvation. 

Jesus spoke of both water and Holy Spirit baptism. However, 

Ephesians 4:5 clearly states there is ONE baptism.   

First, let us carefully consider Holy Spirit baptism. Holy Spirit 

baptism was given to a select group of people. Jesus promised this 

baptism to His apostles, “For John truly baptized with water; but ye 

shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence” (Acts 

1:5). He told the apostles WHERE this baptism would occur, “tarry ye 

in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high” 

(Luke 24:49). This was fulfilled in Acts 2:1-4; “they were all filled 

with the Holy Ghost” (vs. 4). This baptism was for the apostles and 

was involuntary. The word “they” in Acts 2:1 refers to the apostles as 

seen in Acts 1:26. The baptism of the Holy Spirit allowed the apostles 

to know and confirm the word (Mark 16:20). It also allowed them to 

impart miraculous gifts to the saints in the First Century (Acts 8:18). 

Today there is no need for Holy Spirit baptism because we have the 

written word and miracles are no longer needed to confirm the word (1 

Corinthians 13). Water baptism is the “one baptism” spoken of in 

Ephesians 4:5. This is the baptism that Jesus spoke of in Mark 16:16 

“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved…” Please notice that 

our Lord coupled both belief and baptism with man’s salvation! This 

baptism was a commandment. It is essential to the saving of one’s soul. 

In Luke 24:47 Jesus said; “… that repentance and remission of sins 

should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem.” This was fulfilled in Acts 2 as Peter preached the first 

gospel sermon (Acts 2:14-36). At the conclusion of his message some 

Address 

13800 S. 4080 Rd on Hwy  

169 South of Oologah 

P.O. Box 527 Oologah, OK  

74053 (918) 443-2025 

 

www.oologahcofc.org 

oologahcofc@oologahcofc.org 

 

facebook.com/oologahchurchofchrist 

facebook.com/biblewaymedia.org 

Instagram.com/biblewaymedia 

On iTunes, search “oologah church 

of Christ” in the podcast section 

 

Service Times 

Sunday 

Bible Class: 9:30 A.M. 

Worship: 10:30 A.M. & 5 P.M. 

 

Wednesday 

Bible Study: 7 P.M. 

 

Preacher: 

Russ Earl 

 

AM Sermon: 

Moses Error at Kadesh 

(Numbers 20:7-9) 

 

PM Sermon 

10 Reasons Why I Cannot Join Your 

Denomination - The Mormon Church 

 

Sunday AM Bible Class: 

Outline of the Bible - Praschnik 

 

Wednesday Bible Class: 

Proverbs – R. Earl 

 

In SEARCH of the Lord’s Way 

On Channel 6-2 Sundays @ 7:30 am 

The Truth in Love  

on Channel 19 Sundays @ 8am 

The Gospel of Christ TV Program 

on Saturday @ 7:30am on Channel 53 

 

Media & Podcast network 

Visit www.biblewaymedia.org for 

more info. 

 

The Oologah church of Christ only uses 

the KJV, NKJV or ASV translation of 

the Bible in classes & sermons. 



 

 

of the hearers “… were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and 

brethren, what shall we do?” Peter answered as Jesus had said, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). 

Water baptism and the forgiveness of sins are connected (Acts 2:38; 22:16). The baptism of the Great 

Commission is commanded. The believer voluntarily submits himself to be baptized (Acts 2:41). The one 

baptism of Ephesians 4:5 is immersion in water. Peter’s message in 1 Peter 3:20- 21 is unmistakable, “Which 

sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 

a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth 

also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward 

God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Notice these inspired words: “The like figure whereunto even 

baptism doth also save us…” Ephesians says there is “one baptism” and Peter tells us that scriptural baptism is 

in water which washes away sins (Acts 22:16).  

The baptism of the Holy Spirit had a specific purpose. It was to reveal the inspired word and give 

confirmation to that word (Mark 16:20). When revelation was completed it’s purpose was fulfilled (1 

Corinthians 13:10). Water baptism will continue until the Lord returns because all men continue to need 

salvation. 


