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Thoughts from the Preacher 

“Rise” 

Do not rejoice over me, my enemy; 

When I fall, I will arise; 

When I sit in darkness, 

The Lord will be a light to me. 

Micah 7:8 

 

In Pursuit of Faith 

Part 1 of 2 

(From the “House to House, Heart to Heart” Website) 

 

Faith is the foundation upon which all the virtues are laid. It is the 

center from which the diameter of the Christian life is measured. It is 

the buoy from which the depths of life are plumbed. It is the starting 

block from which the Christian race is launched. It is the dock from 

which we sail to eternity. 

FAITH’S DEFINITION 

Faith is the confidence that someone or something is reliable. The 

Bible word (pistis) refers to “assurance, persuasion, conviction” 

(Strong). By inspired definition, faith is “the substance of things hoped 

for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). Faith is the 

foundation of our hopes (substance, hupostasis, “a setting under”) and 

the evidence (elegchos, “proof”) of things we cannot see. 

A preacher’s small son was told by his mother that he should wash his 

hands because there were germs living in “all that dirt.” He 

complained: “Germs and Jesus! Germs and Jesus! That’s all I ever hear 

around this house, and I’ve never seen either one.” To him, “seeing is 

believing,” but not to a Christian. Jesus promised a blessing on those 

who believed without visual confirmation (John 20:29; cf. 1 Peter 1:8). 

At the same time, just because the eye has nothing to see does not 

mean that the mind has nothing to examine. Faith’s trust is neither 

optical nor blind (1 Thessalonians 5:21). Though we do not walk by 

sight (2 Corinthians 5:7), we do not walk in darkness (John 8:12). 

FAITH’S SOURCE 

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” 

(Romans 10:17). Faith rests in God’s communication to man. 
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Service Times 

Sunday 

Bible Class: 9:30 A.M. 

Worship: 10:30 A.M. & 5 P.M. 

 

Wednesday 

Bible Study: 7 P.M. 

 

Preacher: 

Russ Earl 

 

AM Sermon: 

A Plea for Restoration 

(Micah 6:1-8) 

 

PM Sermon 

A Pot of Stew 

 

Sunday AM Bible Class: 

Paul Praschnik 

 

Wednesday Bible Class: 

Proverbs 19 – R. Earl 

 

In SEARCH of the Lord’s Way 

On Channel 6-2 Sundays @ 7:30 am 

The Truth in Love  

on Channel 19 Sundays @ 8am 

The Gospel of Christ TV Program 

on Saturday @ 7:30am on Channel 53 

Prepared for the Lord’s Day 

Podcast on BibleWayMedia 

Media & Podcast network 

Visit www.biblewaymedia.org for 

more info. 

 

The Oologah church of Christ only uses 

the KJV, NKJV or ASV translation of 

the Bible in classes & sermons. 



 

 

 

FAITH’S NECESSITY 

Our whole life is based on faith. Without it banks and post offices would not be possible. Paper money and 

credit cards (the very word credit is from the Latin verb “to believe”) would never be accepted. Until we attain 

faith, God will not accept us. It is the “Simon says” of Christianity—until we have it nothing we do counts. 

“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe . . . ” (Hebrews 11:6). 

By faith we are freed from condemnation (John 3:18); enlightened (John 12:36-37), sanctified (Acts 15:9), and 

justified (Romans 5:1). By faith we live (Romans 1:17), walk (Romans 4:12), have access to God (Ephesians 

3:12), resist evil (Ephesians 6:16), and overcome the world (1 John 5:4-5). It preserves us in death (Hebrews 

11:13). 

*Part 2 next week 


