The Oologah Informer
December 1st, 2013

Address
13800 S. 4080 Rd on Hwy 169
South of Oologah
P.O. Box 527
Oologah, OK 74053
918-443-2025
www.oologahcofc.org
oologahcofc@oologahcofc.org
facebook.com/oologahchurchofchrist

Service Times
Sunday
Bible Class: 9:30 A.M.
Worship: 10:30 A.M. & 5 P.M.
Wednesday
Bible Study: 7 P.M.
Preacher:
Russ Earl
AM Sermon:
Christmas and the Christian
(Luke 2:1-15)
PM Sermon:
Why I am a member of the church
of Christ - Lesson 5 - because its
undenominational. (John 10:14-16)
Sunday AM Bible Class:
The Book of Job – D. Jackson
Wednesday Bible Class:
The Christian Do’s - Swearingen
In SEARCH of the Lord’s Way
Tulsa KWHB TV 47
Sunday mornings at 7:30am
For the Record: 11/24
AM Bible Class: 25
AM Worship: 31
PM Worship: 20
Contribution: $1974
Weekly Budget: $2800
Wednesday Night Bible Class: 19

The Goose Story
*Taken from the 39th St. church of Christ bulletin, Independence, Mo*
In the fall when you see geese heading south for the winter flying along in
a “V” formation, you might be interested in knowing what science has
discovered about why they fly that way. It has been learned that as each bird
flaps its wings, it creates an uplift for the bird immediately following. By
flying in a “V” formation, the whole flock adds at least 71 % greater flying
range than if each bird flew alone. People who share a common direction
and sense of community can get where they are going quicker and easier,
because they are traveling on the thrust of one another.
Whenever a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and
resistance of trying to fly alone and quickly gets back into formation to take
advantage of the lifting power of the birds immediately in front. If we have
as much sense as a goose we will join in formation with those who are
headed where we want to go.
When the lead goose gets tired, it rotates into the formation and another
goose flies at the point position. It pays to take turns doing the hard tasks
and sharing leadership with people, as with geese, interdependent with one
another.
The geese in formation honk from behind to encourage those up front to
keep up their speed. We need to make sure our honking from behind is
encouraging - not something less helpful.
Finally, when a goose gets sick or wounded or shot down, two geese drop
out of formation and follow their fellow member down to help and provide
protection. They stay with this member of the flock until he or she either is
able to fly again or dies. Then they launch out on their own, with another
formation, or to catch up with their own flock. If we have as much sense as
the geese, we will stand by one another like they do. Do we as Christians have as
much sense as the geese?
Faith & Fear
Chuck Northrop
Paul told Timothy, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of
power, and of love, and of sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). The word used in this
passage translated “fear” actually means cowardice. All men are to fear God. The
writer of Ecclesiastes said that this is a most basic responsibility of man. He
stated, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). This fear
is reverential fear or respect and not cowardice. Paul’s point to Timothy is that
Christians are not to be cowards in the work God has set before them. For this
reason the “fearful” are placed in a list of those who will have part in the second
death. The apostle John declared, “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and

all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death” (Revelation
21:8).
Faith and love are in direct opposition to the spirit of cowardice. In his first letter, the apostle John said, “There is no
fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love” (1
John 4:18). Moses “by faith forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king” (Hebrews 11:27). Without fear, David as
a boy was able to battle the Philistine giant, Goliath (1 Samuel 17). And Paul as he writes to Timothy faces death’s
door without fear and with courage. Why were these men and others like them able to face enemies and death without
fear? It is because these men had faith, and their faith removed their fear! Faith that God would not forsake them, and
would carry through with His promises.
We, too, must not face each day’s challenge with “a spirit of fear,” but we must face them with the three kinds of spirits
which God has given to us. The “spirit” the apostle speaks of in this passage is one’s moral character. First, God has
given to us a spirit “of power” which is courage and endurance. Our word dynamite comes from this word in the Greek.
Notice that the power is not within us, but God has given us this dynamite power of faith through His word (Romans
10:17). Second, God has given to us a spirit “of love” which is the motivation for the spirit of power. It is this spirit of
love that offers direction for the power given to us by God. Without the proper direction, the power is of little benefit.
Consider the miraculous gifts of tongues, of prophecy, and our gifts to others of 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. If these are not
done in love (the proper direction and motivation), they have little or no benefit to the recipient nor to ourselves. Third,
God has given to us a spirit “of a sound mind” which is the good sense guiding our power and applying our love. It
carries with it the idea of discipline or self-control. It is to be of a right mind which is always in control.
Notice each one of these three spirits which God has given to His children are in connection with the word of God.
Concerning the gospel, Paul proclaimed, “it is the power of God unto salvation” (Romans 1:16). Jesus taught love and
obedience go hand in hand together (John 15:14). To have a sound mind is directly the result of understanding the will
of God and growing to maturity (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
We can face the challenges that lie ahead with confidence and faith. If we are doing the Lord’s will, the Lord will be
with us. Faith is the victory (1 John 5:4)! Fear is defeat. If we meet those challenges with faith “we may boldly say, the
Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me” (Hebrews 13:6).

