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REASON #3: THE OVERALL FACTUAL ACCURACY OF 

THE BIBLE 
 

Suppose we were to ask a group of historians to author the most up-

to-date history of the United States of America on the market. 

Suppose we gave them years to finish it and unlimited resources to 

use for their research. At the end of that period, with their newly 

published volume in hand, could we be confident that they had 

accurately recorded the significant dates and information perfectly? 

No, we could not. In fact, within just a few years, as every decent 

publishing company owner knows, we would need a second edition. 

Within a decade, so much new information would have come to light 

that a third or fourth edition would be necessary. And within 20 

years, we most likely would need a completely new book if we 

wanted to preserve history accurately. But when we look into the 66 

books of the Bible, we find perfect historical accuracy that has never 

needed updating or correcting. 

 

Every single statement of the Bible that can be historically checked 

or verified has shown that the Bible writers never once made a 

mistake. The fact that the books of the Bible are perfectly accurate 

indicates that an intelligence beyond human ability must have been 

involved in the composition of the books. 

 

The Accuracy of Acts 

 

Sir William Ramsay was a one-time unbeliever and world-class 

archaeologist. His extensive education had ingrained within him the 

keenest sense of scholarship. But along with that scholarship came a 

built-in prejudice about the supposed inaccuracy of the Bible 

(specifically the book of Acts). As Ramsay himself remarked: 

 

[A]bout 1880 to 1890, the book of the Acts was regarded as the 

weakest part of the New Testament. No one that had any regard for 

his reputation as a scholar cared to say a word in its defence. The 

most conservative of theological scholars, as a rule, thought the 

wisest plan of defence for the New Testament as a whole was to say 

as little as possible about the Acts (1915, p. 38). 
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As could be expected of someone who had been trained by such “scholars,” Ramsay held the same view. He 

eventually abandoned it, however, because he was willing to do what few people of his time dared to do—

explore the Bible lands themselves with an archaeologist’s pick in one hand and an open Bible in the other. His 

self-stated intention was to prove the inaccuracy of Luke’s history as recorded in the book of Acts. But, much to 

his surprise, the book of Acts passed every test that any historical narrative could be asked to pass. In fact, after 

years of literally digging through the evidence in Asia Minor, Ramsay concluded that Luke was an exemplary 

historian. Lee S. Wheeler, in his classic work Famous Infidels Who Found Christ, recounted Ramsay’s life story 

in great detail (1931, pp. 102-106), and then quoted the famed archaeologist, who ultimately admitted: 

 

The more I have studied the narrative of the Acts, and the more I have learned year after year about Graeco-

Roman society and thoughts and fashions, and organization in those provinces, the more I admire and the better 

I understand. I set out to look for truth on the borderland where Greece and Asia meet, and found it here [in the 

book of Acts—KB/EL]. You may press the words of Luke in a degree beyond any other historian’s, and they 

stand the keenest scrutiny and the hardest treatment, provided always that the critic knows the subject and does 

not go beyond the limits of science and of justice (Ramsay, 1915, p. 89). 

 

Luke, the writer of the book of Acts, is now widely acknowledged as an extremely accurate historian in his own 

right—so much so that Ramsay came to believe in Christianity as a result of his personal examination of the 

preciseness of Luke’s historical record. What legitimate reason is there to reject Luke’s amazingly accurate 

testimony? As Wayne Jackson summarized: 

 

In Acts, Luke mentions thirty-two countries, fifty-four cities, and nine Mediterranean islands. He also mentions 

ninety-five persons, sixty-two of which are not named elsewhere in the New Testament. And his references, 

where checkable, are always correct. This is truly remarkable, in view of the fact that the political/territorial 

situation of his day was in a state of almost constant change (1991, 27:2). 

 

The Pilate Inscription 

 

The last few days of Jesus’ life were the most tragic of any in human history. Amidst all the violence, there 

stood one man who had the power to stop all the torture. One man could call off the Roman soldiers and save 

Christ from being crucified. His name—Pontius Pilate, the Roman official who governed the area of Judea at 

the time of Christ’s death. The story of the crucifixion can hardly be told without mentioning the name of this 

Roman official who sentenced Christ to death—even though Pilate knew He was innocent (John 18:38; 19:4,6). 

 

Although the Bible mentions Pilate on several occasions, his name could not be found among the archaeological 

evidence. For hundreds of years, no stone inscriptions or other physical evidence could be produced to support 

the idea that a man named Pilate had anything to do with either Christ or Judea. Because of this, many mocked 

the Bible and claimed that creative biblical writers concocted Pilate from their own fertile imaginations. After 

all, if Pilate were such a prominent leader, wouldn’t there be some kind of archaeological evidence to verify his 

existence? 

 

Critics were silenced when, in 1961, an Italian archaeological team working at Caesarea found a stone tablet 

that measured 32 inches high, by 27 inches wide, by 8 inches thick. On this slab, now known as the “Pilate 

Inscription,” were the remains of this simple title: “Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Judea”—almost the exact same 

title as the one given to him in Luke 3:1. This, then, became yet another find to remind us that the more we 

uncover the past, the more we uncover the truth that the Bible is indeed the Word of God (see Price, 1997, pp. 

307-308). 

 

The truth is, numerous archaeological finds have verified the Bible’s accuracy. As the renowned archaeologist 

Nelson Glueck wrote: “It may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a 

Biblical reference. Scores of archaeological findings have been made which confirm in clear outline or exact 



detail historical statements in the Bible” (1959, p. 31). Truly, the perfect historical accuracy, without the tell-

tale mistakes that are found in works written by mere humans, testifies to the Bible’s divine origin. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

No series of books in human history has maintained the supernatural consistency that is present within the pages 

of the Bible. From the first book of Genesis to the last book of Revelation, approximately 40 men penned 

individual treatises that combine to form the best-selling, most widely distributed, perfectly unified, flawlessly 

written book ever produced. Mere human genius never could have produced a work with such predictive 

prophecy, scientific foreknowledge, and overall factual accuracy. Common sense demands an adequate 

explanation. The only rational conclusion, which is in keeping with the evidence at hand, is that the Bible is 

“given by inspiration of God.” 

 


