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Thoughts from the Preacher 

“…with Kindness” 
A wise woman once said “Kill them with kindness.”   

Indeed... 
Romans 12:20-21 

20 Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give 
him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” 

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

 
God's Standard of Authority 

Part 1 
by Chuck Northrop 

While Jesus was teaching in the temple, the elders of the people came 
to him and asked, "By what authority doest thou these things? and who 
gave thee this authority?" In answering this question, Jesus asked them 
a most penetrating question, "The baptism of John, whence was it? 
From heaven, or of men?" (Matthew 21:23-25). For various reasons, 
those who tried to entrap Jesus could not answer this question. 
However, in Jesus’ answer, we learn a most valuable lesson. 
Concerning religion, there are only two sources of authority — God or 
man. Of these two sources, only one is the rightful source — God. The 
right standard of authority is important because when our authority is 
men, our worship is vain. Jesus said, "But in vain they do worship me, 
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men" (Matthew 15:9). 
Thus, whatsoever we do in word or deed, we must do all in the name of 
(or by the authority of) the Lord Jesus (Colossians 3:17). 

The Bible Is from God 

Since God is the only rightful source of religious authority, then how 
does God communicate with man? The answer is the Bible and only 
the Bible. Paul wrote, "All scripture is given by inspiration of God" (2 
Timothy 3:16). "Inspiration of God" literally means "God breathed." 
Just as we breathe out words, God breathed out the words of the Bible. 
How did God accomplish this? Peter wrote that "holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:21). God is 
the originator and source, and holy men of God wrote His words as the 
Holy Spirit guided them. Thus, God is the author, and holy men of God 
such as Moses, the prophets, and the apostles were the writers. 

Therefore, when we study the Bible, we are studying the creator’s will 
for His creation. We are studying God’s word. The Bible is not simply 
a book of words in which it does not really matter whether we read 
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them or not. The Bible does not contain "words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Spirit 
teacheth" (1 Corinthians 2:13). Paul further explained, "Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ" (Ephesians 3:4). The Bible is as David said, "a lamp unto my feet, and a 
light unto my path" (Psalm 119:105). The Bible is God’s authority, and to be approved of God, we must give 
diligence to the study of the Bible, handling it accurately as the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15). 

The Bible Is the 

Complete Will of God 

The Bible does not simply contain the will of God. It is the complete will of God. It is God’s standard of 
authority. The Bible, and it alone, is God’s communication with man. Peter wrote, "According as his divine 
power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath 
called us to glory and virtue" (2 Peter 1:3). Since God has provided "all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness," then there is nothing beyond what is found within Scripture that we need for spiritual life and 
godliness. The Bible is, therefore, God’s complete revelation. 

Furthermore, since Jesus promised the apostles that the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth would 
teach them all things, bring all things to their remembrance, and guide them into all truth (John 14:26; 16:13), 
then the apostles had all truth and revealed unto us all truth. The rejection of the apostles’ message is a rejection 
of Jesus and God, the Father. Jesus said, "He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth 
me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me" (Luke 10:16). Also, consider Paul’s instruction to the 
church at Corinth, "If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things 
that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord" (1 Corinthians 14:37). Since, the apostles received and 
recorded all truth, the Bible is, therefore, God’s complete revelation to man. 

Additionally, since the Scriptures will thoroughly furnish the man of God unto all good works and bring him 
unto perfection (2 Timothy 3:17), then what more is needed? What more could something beyond scripture 
furnish us? Why would we need any more than that which can bring us to perfection? The Bible is, therefore, 
God’s complete revelation to man. 

Even further consider this: In Revelation 22:18-19, God commands that we not add to nor take away from His 
word (see also Proverbs 30:5-6). If we do either, God will punish us by adding to us plagues or by taking away 
our inheritance. Why are we not to add to nor take away from the Bible? Because the Bible is the complete 
word of God and to change it by adding to or taking from it either adds more than what is necessary or takes 
away from what is necessary. To change perfection is to defile it and make it imperfect. No wonder Paul 
pronounced this curse upon those who would pervert the gospel, "But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said 
before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be 
accursed" (Galatians 1:8-9). The Bible is the complete revelation of God. Let us, therefore, not change it by 
adding to it nor taking from it, and let us have the courage to accept it and act upon it as it has been written. 

*Part 2 next week 

 


