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HAVE WE FORGOTTEN? 

Toney L. Smith 

The New Testament church has faced many battles since its 
establishment in the First Century. These battles were fought by godly 
men and women who wanted a “thus saith the Lord” as the only authority 
for their work, their worship, and the lives which they lived. Sound gospel 
preachers of old spoke in clear and plain language concerning Scriptural 
worship, the work of the church, and godly living. It may be that far too 
many have forgotten the fundamentals of the faith. Often what we are 
seeing and hearing today is how can we make God’s commands and 
requirements conform to the modern trends of the world. The excuse 
that is often used is that we must become more modernized, more 
appealing to the community. With that mindset, God’s word is changed 
or it is “watered down” so as not to be at odds with those who do not 
believe exactly as we were taught years ago! The first-century Christians 
endured persecution because they would not compromise at all costs. 
John the baptist was killed because he would not betray his conviction 
concerning God’s marriage law (Matthew 14:1-12). The apostle Paul 
summed up that kind of conviction in Galatians 1:10 “For do I now 
persuade men or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased 
men, I should not be the servant of Christ.”  

Over the past few years, we have seen congregations compromising the 
truth in several areas. Is this because some have stopped preaching on 
these subjects? Or maybe elderships are not requiring that “all the 
counsel of God” be proclaimed. Have we gotten it in our minds that 
these battles have been fought and won and there is no need to redo what 
was done in the past? Not long ago I had a member of the church in 
another state say “I don’t think we need to hear those old sermons 
preached again.” On the contrary that is EXACTLY WHAT IS 
NEEDED TODAY!  

Have we forgotten that EVERY generation must be taught the same thing 
as in years gone by? We must ask ourselves why some think we need a 
new and different way? Some feel there must be new things because we 
are living in a more advanced and modern age. That just will not work! 
Truth is still the only answer (John 8:32; 17:17; Psalm 119:11). Have we 
left off preaching certain topics because it might “step on toes?”  

We MUST frequently be reminded of what the Scriptures teach 
concerning...  

THE USE OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC IN WORSHIP. The 
Scriptures teach that we are to “sing” in our worship. There is not one 
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single mention anywhere in the New Testament of mechanical instruments of music being authorized in Christian  

worship. The New Testament authorizes only acapella music which is singing without mechanical instruments 
(Matthew 26:30; Acts 16:25; Romans 15:9; 1 Corinthians 14:15; Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 2:12; 
13:15; James 5:13). The faithful “old-time gospel preachers/teachers” fought the good fight against the use of 
instrumental music in worship. The Bible has not changed its position on this topic. Who has?  

WOMEN LEADING IN WORSHIP. For a woman to teach Bible classes with men present, and to carry out 
other duties assigned to men, such as lead prayers, wait on the Lord’s table, lead singing, take part in business 
meetings, serve on a preacher- search committee, is to usurp authority. God gave men the responsibility to be 
leaders in the church. The woman has not been given authority in these areas and to do so violates Biblical 
authority no matter who is giving their okay to such. Today some congregations are using women to preach in the 
worship assembly, to be a part of those who serve the Lord’s Supper as well as other positions that are not 
authorized (1 Corinthians 14:34; 1 Timothy 2:8).  

MARRIAGE, DIVORCE, AND REMARRIAGE. Someone told me a few years ago that the church had “ridden 
that horse to death.” It is sad to see that this “dead horse” has raised its ugly head in many churches today. Some 
advocate that baptism will make an unscriptural marriage scriptural. The need for repentance is cast aside in this 
damnable doctrine. Acts 2:38 states that one must repent BEFORE baptism. The Lord said.“except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). Remarriage after divorce is scriptural ONLY when the divorce was the result 
of fornication (Matthew 5:32; 19:9; Luke 16:18). And we must add that only the innocent party in that situation 
has the God-given right to remarry after the “putting away.”  

MODESTY. Just as worship has gone modern in many places so has the dress code. What once was classed as 
immodest is now called fashionable. Have we forgotten the admonition found in passages such as Titus 2:5? The 
older women are to teach the younger women to be discreet and chaste. Many have concluded that fashion 
designers have the final say. Not so! Every Christian parent should require modesty from themselves and their 
children. In Genesis 3, God clothed BOTH Adam and Eve because what they had fashioned for themselves did 
not please Him (Genesis 3:7- 21). Do not forget to teach what God requires concerning modest apparel.  

May we be encouraged to GO BACK to teaching the “OLD TIME” gospel. We must understand that in our 
ever-changing society truth is still the only answer to the salvation of men’s souls. Don’t forget to teach the whole 
counsel of God.  

This article is not just for preachers or teachers. As Christians, we must demonstrate our faith through the manner 
in which we live; “Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men” (2 Corinthians 3:2).  

 


